Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 19th March 2008, at Wood End Village Hall, Wood End
Present:
Councillors: 
I Thomas (Chair), A Lewis, J Whitby, J Thomas, 
A Simpson, B Moss, M Moss, H Phillips, and C Ayasamy
Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr K Giles and Councillor A Jenns.

103
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors A Lewis, B Moss, M Moss and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor A Lewis declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor J Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association, North Warwickshire CVS and Steering Group Warwickshire - CAVA.

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

104
Minutes

It was proposed by Councillor C Ayasamy and seconded by Councillor B Moss and agreed by all:

RESOLVED - That the minutes of the meeting held on 20th February 2008, are approved as a true record.

105
Public Questions  

The only public question raised was concerning the litter bin for the bus stop in Kingsbury and this was answered see minute 106.

106
Litter bin for Kingsbury bus stop (81)

NWBC have had the litter bin on order for some time and it should be delivered and fitted very soon.  The cost to empty the bin is £2.50 and this will be emptied fortnightly and then monitored and increased to weekly if necessary.
107
Speeding vehicles in Hurley (82)
The Project Leader from WCC has forwarded details of the proposals for improvements to sign and road markings in Hurley Common and these were copied to all Councillors.  These measures were discussed and some suggestions and questions were raised.  The Project Leader will be attending the next Parish Council meeting on April 16th to explain more and answer any questions.  He has already stated that the Traffic Projects Team are currently developing schemes for inclusion in the Village Speed Limit Review programme for 2008/2009 and he would like to include Hurley in this programme.  

108
Garden area behind the Village Hall, Hurley (83)

Waterloo Housing have confirmed that they have a small contract to deal with the communal landscaping maintenance in Club Drive, although it has not been set up as a regular contract due to the small size of the area.  This should have been tended to before Christmas and dead shrubs/trees replaced.  The Clerk has spoken to Waterloo again and they are going to get someone out to look at the work needed and then get it done by the end of April and hopefully set up a programme for regular maintenance.

109
Piccadilly Low Bridge (84)
Councillors held a further meeting in March with representatives from DSV and WCC and various measures were discussed to try and make sure lorries use the correct route to Kingsbury Link to avoid the low bridge.  These ideas will be looked into and costed out to see if they can be implemented.  In the meantime if anyone can note down the lorry number (found on the side of the lorry) or the registration number and date and time of any lorry having to back up because they have gone the wrong way, then pass this onto the Clerk. The Manager at DSV can then trace the lorry and where it has come from.
110
Lorries using Railway Bridge to access EMR, Trinity Road (85)
Reponses to letters and e-mails sent to County Highways, Arriva, the Police and NWBC have not produced any major concerns about the vehicles waiting on the road to get into the EMR site.  The situation will continue to be monitored and any further problems will be reported to EMR. 
111
Public Realms Grant applications (86)
The three litter bins (one at the new bus stop in Kingsbury, one for the Church Road recreation ground in Kingsbury and one for the Piccadilly bus stop) are due to arrive soon and be fitted by NWBC.  The bench (opposite the Water Park on Coventry Road) have now been delivered and fitted, and the site has been tidied up by County Highways.
112
Insurance Quotes for 2008/2009 (87)
The Clerk explained to Councillors the differences between the quotes received for next years insurance and what was included.  All bus shelters in the parish were now included in the quotes as NWBC has passed the upkeep of them onto the Parish Council.  Councillors also asked the Clerk to include any benches owned by the Council.  It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor B Moss and unanimously agreed to:-
RESOLVED: Accept the quotation from Came and Company Parish Councils Insurance as this was considerably less than the current insurers.  It was agreed to also accept the offer of renewing for a 3 year period to save a further amount.
113
Parish Matters (88)
· The footway at the bottom of the steps into the Water Park is in a dangerous state – Work has been agreed to replace the flood walk with very thick concrete slabs.  The dangerous state of the steps/railings and walkway into the Water Park from Kingsbury Church is being looked into by WCC.  Unfortunately there is no money available until the new financial year.  WCC had not given any further update, but were reminded and will be chased for an update for the next meeting.

· Trees in Wood Street – Countryside Recreation have suggested a meeting on site to discuss the issues, but due to work loads it would need to be near the end of April.  The Clerk to arrange.
114
Problems with path by Willow Close, Kingsbury (91)
Residents of Sycamore Road, Kingsbury are having problems with noise, nuisance and vandalism along a pathway that cannot be seen clearly from the road.  Residents are asking if the path could be closed of, although Councillors were slightly concerned about what would happen to the space where the path is, if it were to be closed.  PCSO Beale has liaised with the residents and County Highways but it is a public right of way and therefore would be difficult to get closed.  The Parish Council would need extensive evidence such as letters from residents detailing the extent of the nuisance and they could then be forwarded to County Highways.  Two letters were received but Councillor Ayasamy would ask more residents to put their concerns in writing.  
115
Amendments to the Traffic Management Act 2004 (92)
One of the major changes coming into force on 1st April is that a Highway Authority has to give notice of their works in the same way as a utility does at present.  WCC and WALC are looking into establishing a system for notifying any works to the highway.  There will be cost implications to set this up and it is not clear yet who will bear the costs.  Further information will be reported as it is received.  
116
Alcohol Free Zones (93)
Concerns about underage drinking and the sale of alcohol in Kingsbury to under 18s has raised the issue of whether the area by the shops in Kingsbury could be made alcohol free.  The main problem at Jubilee Court is underage drinkers and the Police have powers to deal with this, alcohol free zones are more for problems with adult drinkers.

A report is awaited from the Borough Council on this issue.  This matter will be discussed at the next Area Forum meeting on 17th April at Kingsbury School.
117
Kingsbury Swimming Pool (94)
A meeting has been arranged in May with WCC and the Pool Manager to clarify the use of Kingsbury Swimming Pool for parish sessions and to review the system for payment/collection of monies for the coming financial year.  
118
Parish Item raised at January meeting (95)

When will power be restored to the lamps in Hurley Common? – WCC said that the contractor was asked to check again in February, but no report had been received in time for the meeting.  The Clerk to follow this up.
119
Noise nuisance from Kingsbury EMR (97)
Excessive noise from a machine called a ‘pecker’ used for 3 months of the year, is causing residents to complain about the unreasonable length of time it is used and how loud it is.  NWBC have been out to investigate and have asked EMR for prior notification to be given next time it is to be used.  They will look at repositioning it and possibly screening it somehow.  Further investigation may involve carrying out some noise monitoring at affected properties.
120
Playground Inspection Report for Church Lane (98)
The latest report stated that the bushes needed replacing on the flat swing unit.  NWBC will replace the bushes for us free of charge.

121
NWBC – Grounds Maintenance Services for 2008-2009 (99)
The quote for Grounds Maintenance Services 2008-2009 includes work to some footpaths in Kingsbury, Wood End and Hurley.  The Clerk was asked to check if we could claim something back from WCC for this work.  A reply is awaited.
122
Parish Matters raised at February Meeting (100)
The following responses were received from the appropriate authorities:-

1. Kerb stone outside ‘Red Box’ Wood End is loose – This has now been reset.
2. Road is breaking up underneath the bridge at Piccadilly – The potholing has now been done.
3. When are the kerbs to be repaired by the lights at Piccadilly? - County Highways have decided that it would be a waste of money to reset the kerbs as they will be knocked out again.  It is intended to tarmac in front of them, for now, to keep it safe.  It will be passed on that it is the foreign lorries not the tankers that are responsible for this.
4. Pot holes, Trinity Road by Freasley – These should be repaired very soon.
5. Wood End Church sign needs repainting/replacing – This will be repaired initially.
123
Correspondence

The Clerk reported on the following:-

· WALC-Nominations for attendance at a Royal Garden Party 8th July 2008 – Councillor I Thomas’s name to be put forward for the draw.
· Warwickshire Best Village of the Year Competition 2008

· New services for local councils from the Local Channel

· Warks, Solihull & Birmingham Training Partnership – Courses

· Tamworth Borough Council-Core Strategy Issues and Options and on-line consultation

· Clerks and Councils Direct – March 2008

· BTCV Warwickshire a volunteer conservation team

· WRCC – Affordable Housing for Local People – Kingsbury Parish

· Local company offering services in grounds maintenance

· WCC  Chair of the County Council invite for Drinks reception

· Trustee Voices magazine

· NALC LCR Journal March 2008

· Open Space Spring 2008 Volume 1

· Town and Parish Standard March 2008

· CVS report

· Energy Saving Light Bulbs for the community.  Some boxes will be requested.
124
North Warwickshire Arts – Sponsorship for Arts Festival

An Arts Festival is being staged on 27th and 28th September in Atherstone, the theme this time is ‘books’.  They are held every two years and are looking for sponsors for the event.  It was proposed by Councillor A Lewis and seconded by Councillor A Simpson and agreed that:-
RESOLVED:  A donation of £100.00 be given to help with costs for the 2008 Arts Festival.

125
Hurley Village Hall Boiler Repair

As Kingsbury Parish Council are trustees for the Village Hall, the Hurley Community Association have informed us that they are having major problems with the boiler and it is likely to need a new one in the near future.  It was agreed that Kingsbury Parish Council would be prepared to put some money towards this repair.  How much to be decided when some current quotes have been received.  
126
115 Bus Service to Villages

Concerns have been raised by residents following a meeting at Tamworth Library and a report in the Tamworth Herald, that the 115 service is to be withdrawn. The Clerk contacted Arriva and WCC and was told that a service to Hurley, Wood End and Piccadilly is being retained on a reduced timetable as route 115 and will still run to Ventura Park.  In addition a journey on route 767 will be diverted to serve this area as well.  Full details will be available at a roadshow event at Tamworth Library on Friday 25th and Saturday 26th April where customers can pick up timetables, maps, bus guides and general information.
127
Vehicles using land at Kingsbury

Under the Planning Regulations agricultural land can be used for event days involving motor vehicles for up to 14 days a year.  Complaints were received following the event on 24th February.  These included noise, petrol fumes, mud on the road, holding up of traffic on the main road and scrambler bikes being a nuisance.  The Clerk has written to NWBC, the Police and County Highways and the situation will be monitored at future events to ensure that the regulations are not being broken by the organisers.
128
Planning Applications

· Bodymoor Green Farm – A planning appeal has been lodged.  The Clerk was asked to reiterate the Parish Councils objections on numerous grounds, mainly that the site is not appropriate for the specified uses as it is Green Belt.

· Plans for Proposals for Birmingham Airport were received via CD due to their size, these had been discussed at a meeting at NWBC and met with no objections.
· Inalpha Roof Systems Group, Kingsbury Link – Plans to change the use from general industrial to storage and distribution.  Due to the on-going problems with lorries and the low bridge at Piccadilly, Councillors were concerned that another distribution company would further add to the problems.  The Clerk to highlight this and suggest a routing agreement to be included as a condition of the application if successful.
129
Play Area for Kingsbury Recreation Ground, Church Lane
The Parish Council is starting to look into funding to get some play equipment for the recreation ground at Church Lane, Kingsbury.  Various options to try for funding were discussed.  The Clerk was asked to follow these up.
130
Proposed Hurley Pharmacy
A letter of objection will be sent from the Parish Council, concerning a proposed new pharmacy for Hurley.  This would seriously threaten the local surgery which relies on dispensing prescriptions for a large chunk of its income.  If it were to close, residents would have to travel to Kingsbury, which would cause problems for both young and old.

131
Lighting related issues raised

The following will be reported to WCC:-
· The bollard by Kingsbury Link Island, Trinity Road has been hit-Cllr M Moss

· The bollard Trinity Road/Edge Hill is in the ditch – Cllr M Moss

· Bollards are being ripped off easily by vehicles, is there a safer way to secure them? – Cllr H Phillips

· Can any lighting be put in the middle path Pitt Hill down through Piccadilly Crescent? – Cllr I Thomas

132
Parish Issues raised

The following will be reported to the appropriate authority:-

· Extra black sacks of refuse being collected from some shops but not others in Jubilee Court – Cllr Ayasamy

· Hurley ‘Black Path’ T53 needs cutting back – Cllr H Phillips

· Piccadilly playground-there is now access for motor bikes – Cllr I Thomas

133
Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be at Piccadilly Community Centre on Wednesday 16th April 2008 at 6.45pm.  (6.30pm for Police matters)
134
Accounts for payment
It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor B Moss:

RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs March





     £642.82
Wood End Village Hall - Room Hire




       £14.00

Warwickshire County Council (Pool Hire fees) 



  £1,170.00
NWBC Wood End Path (Minute 878 April 2007)


  £5,600.00

Glasdon Manufacturing Ltd-Bench, Kingsbury



    £843.07

NWBC Grounds Maintenance





    £135.08

HM Revenue and Customs





    £649.66
North Warks Arts (Minute 124 March 2008)



    £100.00

Parish Council Insurance for 2008/2009




    £608.95

Bank Balances





31st March 2008
Current A/c







    £4,186.29
Reserve A/c







         £19.62
Capital Reserve A/c






  £10,037.45
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
