Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 16th January 2008, at Wood End Village Hall, Wood End.

Present:
Councillors: 
I Thomas (Chair), A Lewis, J Whitby, 

J Thomas, A Simpson, B Moss, M Moss, H Phillips, and 

C Ayasamy.

Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
A Jenns, K Giles
The reasons for absence were approved by all present.

52
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors A Lewis, B Moss, M Moss and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor J Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association, North Warwickshire CVS and Steering Group Warwickshire - CAVA.

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

53
Minutes

It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor A Lewis and agreed by all:

Resolved - That the minutes of the meeting held on 21st November 2007, are approved as a true record.

54
Public Questions  

There were no public questions raised.

55
Bus Shelters (31)
· Litter bin for Kingsbury bus stop – We are still waiting for confirmation from NWBC concerning the delivery and fitting of the litter bin.
· New Bus Shelter for Piccadilly – The shelter is now in place and the work required on the path and the dropped kerbs was completed at the same time.  Re-imbursement of the cost has now been received from WCC.  The Clerk has informed Arriva of the new shelter and asked them to put a new sign up.
56
Speeding vehicles in Hurley (32)
A new Project Leader has now been appointed who will deal with speeding problems in this area.  An e-mail received from him states that the Traffic Projects Team are currently developing schemes for inclusion in the Village Speed Limit Review programme for 2008/2009 and he would like to include Hurley in this programme.  Councillors would like to take up his offer of discussing the results of the last speed limit review and the proposals, and have asked the Clerk to invite the Project Leader to a Parish meeting.  The date to be confirmed.
57
Whateley Lane - Heavy Vehicles (33)
WCC are now looking at signing the Rush Lane entrance “No access to Kingsbury Link” and as vehicles mainly use this road to go to Kingsbury Link the situation will be monitored at Trinity Road to see if any further signing is necessary.
58 
NWBC – Leisure and Recreation Dept (34)
· Garden area behind the Village Hall, Hurley 
A response from Waterloo Housing confirms that they have a small contract to deal with the communal landscaping maintenance in Club Drive except the area directly behind the village hall.  This should have been tended to before Christmas.  The Clerk has asked Waterloo to find out why this work has still not been done.  A reply is awaited.
59
Piccadilly Low Bridge (35)
A meeting was held on 18th October with DSV, WCC and the Parish Council to discuss the on going problems with large lorries using the wrong route to and from Kingsbury Link.  This is still an issue and the Clerk was asked to arrange a further meeting in February. 

60
Lorries using Railway Bridge to access EMR, Trinity Road (38)
Councillors reported that there are still concerns about the vehicles waiting on the road to get into the EMR site and are worried there will be an accident there.  EMR are keen to help alleviate the problems, but recent measures have not stopped the queue of lorries at various times of the day.  The Clerk was asked to write to NWBC Planning Department/County Highways/Police and Arriva Bus Company to make them aware of the problems and ask if they have encountered any complaints or can suggest any solutions.
61
Public Realms Grant applications (39)
The applications for part funding of three litter bins (one at the new bus stop in Kingsbury, one for the Church Road recreation ground in Kingsbury and one for the Piccadilly bus stop) and a bench (opposite the Water Park on Coventry Road) have been successful (a grant of £1000 and a further amount of £375.25 was also awarded from the WCC fund).  We are still awaiting a date from NWBC when the litter bins will be ready and if NWBC can take delivery of the bench for us and fit it, as the bench is sold ‘delivery only’.

62
Junction 10 M42 (41)

A letter has been received from the Highways Agency explaining why there are not traffic lights on the Trinity Road exit.  However, a Stage 4 Road Safety Audit will be undertaken and will address any measures for the junctions improvement.  Recommendations will be made for any amendments identified.  Optima have already put forward their recommendations and are awaiting feedback.  

63
Bus Shelters in Kingsbury Parish (42)
According to NWBC, Kingsbury Parish Council is responsible for all repairs to bus shelters in the parish.  The Clerk is currently looking into some points raised concerning insurance of bus shelters before next years insurance is due.  Also the questionnaire will be returned to NWBC to update their records on all bus shelters in the Parish.

64
Parish Matters (43)
The following additional points were raised with the appropriate authorities and the responses received are set out below:-

· When are the road markings going to be done following resurfacing of Wood Street? – County Highways will arrange for the “dragons teeth” markings on the speed bumps and the centre lines that are part of the speed humps to be renewed on the next lining programme.
64
Parish Matters continued (43)
· The footway at the bottom of the steps into the Water Park is in a dangerous state – Work has been agreed to replace the flood walk with very thick concrete slabs and work should be started soon.  Countryside Recreation will be asked to chase up the work (the materials are already on site).  A letter has been received from a resident concerned about the dangerous state of the steps/railings and walkway into the Water Park from Kingsbury Church.  A reply received from WCC does agree that some work is needed and they will liaise with County Highways to have a site meeting and agree on the work required.  Unfortunately there is no money available until the new financial year.
· Trees need cutting back in Wood Street – The tree inspector has reported that he does not regard the overhang of the trees as an issue at the moment but it will be reviewed.

Some trees are causing residents seeding problems in their lawns.  No amount of pruning will prevent the Field Maples from setting seeds.

Also a new tree was promised outside number 41 Wood Street.  A hawthorn Paul Scarlet will be ordered and planted as soon as possible.
Councillor A Lewis to report the findings to the residents and see if they wish to respond.

65
Notice of Public Enquiry-Parishes of Kingsbury and Nether Whitacre – Upgrading of public bridleway starting at Foul End, Hurley and terminating on the B4098 Coventry Road (46)
At the enquiry the Inspector made clear that her brief was solely to look at the historical evidence concerning the bridleway and not to listen to any objections relating to the consequences of upgrading the bridleway to a byway open to all traffic.  A representative from the Parish Council attended but withdrew the intention to object after listening to the Inspectors opening speech.

66
Parish Matters Raised (47)
The following points were raised with the appropriate authorities and the responses received are set out below:-

1. Excessive dog mess on Hemlingford Road – The Dog Warden has been to clear up the area and put notices up on lamp posts.  He also caught someone and they will be fined for not picking up their dog mess.
2. Lamp post number 4 on Piccadilly Way has been hit by a car – WCC are waiting for the next financial year to be able to get this repaired.  However, the Police have been informed to see if they have the details of the car involved and then the driver may be charged for the damage.
3. Excessive mud on the road from Dosthill to Kingsbury – County Highways are monitoring the situation and the company has installed a wheel washer.  This is unfortunately a long term job.  Councillor B Moss recently had to report the state of the road again, but the wheel washer had broken and between the company and County Highways the problem was resolved.
4. Central reservation bollard still not repaired by Mill Crescent – This should have been replaced in December.  WCC will get the contractors to have another look at it.
5. Drains by 50, 58 and 70 Coventry Road blocked – The jetter will attend to these when it is next in the area.
6. Reports of youths hiding alcohol in bushes in Kingsbury – This was reported to the Police to deal with.
7. Damage to cars parked on Trinity Road – This was also reported to the Police to deal with.
66
Parish Matters Raised – continued (47)
8. Hedge overgrowing onto pavements by ‘St Margarets’ Kingsbury – County Highways have written to the Agents acting for the owners.
9. Paths flooding from Co-op to Kingsbury School – The problem is the lack of fall on the footways.  The answer would be to relay them to a crossfall, but this would be too expensive to do and isn’t possible on some parts of the path.
10. Kingsbury Link, Trinity Road markings need re-doing – These are due for renewal next year.
67
Hurley Village Hall (48)
Hurley Community Association is intending to replace the windows and doors of the Village Hall.  The Clerk has been liaising with Waterloo Housing on their behalf and has been offered £500.00 towards this cost.  Hurley Community Association have been consulted to see if they are willing to accept this as a settlement.
68
Problems with path by Willow Close, Kingsbury (49)
Councillor A Ayasamy reported problems that residents of Sycamore Road, Kingsbury are having with noise, nuisance from young people and vandalism along a pathway that cannot be seen clearly from the road.  Residents are asking if the path could be closed off.  The local PCSOs will get some initial feedback from the community before taking the matter any further.
69
Correspondence

The Clerk reported on the following:-

· NWBC – Regional Spatial Strategy Phases 1, 2 and 3

· NWBC – Response to questions raised at Planning Training Sessions

· Tamworth BC – Local Development Framework Dec 2007 Newsletter

· Updated Register of Electors

· Environment Agency – the Tame, Anker and Mease Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy Consultation document

· WCC – Public Footpath Diversion Order 2007 (part of footpaths T54, T53 and footpath T155 Kingsbury)

· NWBC – Street Naming and Numbering, confirmation of addresses at land at former Islington Crescent, Wood End

· NALC – LCR Journal Jan 2008 and Community Empowerment Awards 2007

· WCC - Bodymoor Heath Lane - suggested prohibition of waiting by the Water Park

· £8 million Recycling Facility announced for Warwickshire (south of Warwick)

· Concerns raised by resident re walkway to Water Park see Minute 64 Jan 08
· Sandbags

· Overhead Service problems affecting Hurley Common

· Parish Council Emergency Plan

· Clerks and Councils Direct January 2008

· WCC – Speed Limit Review Consultation A and B Class Roads

· Insurance Flyer for Village and Community Halls

· Area Forum West meeting-Water Orton Primary School 24th January-6.30pm

· Renewal of domain name for Kingsbury Parish Council website
· CVS Northern Link Newsletter

· Review of Rural Economy and Affordable Housing

· WALCs Annual Briefing Event – Working for Communities on 8/3/08

70
Amendments to the Traffic Management Act 2004
Details of changes coming into force on 1st April 2008 and how these would affect the Parish Council were circulated.  The changes are about improving coordination and management of works and other activities that take place on the road network to improve travel on our roads.  One of the major changes is that a Highway Authority has to give notice of their works just in the same way as a utility does at present.  WCC and WALC are in discussions about the best way to establish a system for notifying any works to the highway.  There will be cost implications to set this up for WCC which they will be looking to claim back, but WALC are discussing taking on the role and perhaps charging a minimal fee to Parish Councils.  The Clerk will find out more information for the next meeting.
71
Alcohol Free Zones
A letter received from a resident concerned about underage drinking and sale of alcohol in Kingsbury, has asked if the area by the shops in Kingsbury could be made alcohol free.  This was discussed with Councillors and PCSO Beale. Information needs to be gathered and Councillor Simpson will provide some paperwork on the matter for the next meeting when it will be discussed again.  It was noted that Fazeley had recently been declared an alcohol free zone.
72
Kingsbury Swimming Pool

A cheque has been received from Kingsbury Swimming Pool for the monies due from parish swimming sessions.  It has brought to light the need for the system to be reviewed and clarified.  The Clerk will find out more information for the next meeting.
73
Army Vehicles/4x4s using land at Kingsbury
Problems are being reported in Kingsbury of various vehicles churning up a field and leaving mud on the road.  They also cause a noise nuisance and block the entrance to Sycamore Road.  NWBC and the Police are now involved and it has been agreed that the land can only be used for 14 Sundays in the year.  The situation will be monitored.

74
Precept and Budget requirements for 2008/2009
Councillors considered a report provided by the Clerk, based on current expenditure and estimated out-turn for 2007/2008.  As agreed in Minute 878 April 2007 an amount was to be included in the precept figure for 2008/2009 to help pay for the path at Wood End recreation ground.  Councillors also decided that some money would be allocated to pay for some new play equipment at the Church Lane recreation ground.  It was discussed at length and proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor C Ayasamy and agreed:

RESOLVED: That an expenditure budget of £29,000 be approved for the year 2008/2009, and that the precept levy on North Warwickshire Borough Council be increased to £29,000.
75
Parish Items raised at January meeting

The following points were raised with the appropriate authorities:-

· Pot holes reported at Tamworth Road, Wood End – Cllr A Lewis

· Pot holes and the road breaking up by the grass verge at Boulters Lane/Lower House Lane – Cllr A Lewis

· Large pot hole at the T Junction by the oil terminals – Cllr J Thomas

· Broken Street sign Kingsway/Bromage Avenue – Cllr M Moss
· When will power be restored to the lamps in Hurley Common? – Cllr A Lewis

· Broken pole bracket towards Piccadilly Way – Cllr M Moss
76
Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be at Piccadilly Community Centre on Wednesday 20th February 2008 at 6.45pm.  
77
Accounts for payment
It was proposed by Councillor A Lewis and seconded by Councillor H Phillips:

RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs January





£564.74
Administrative Expenses





£130.48
Wood End Village Hall Room Hire




  £14.00

Kingsbury School – Photocopying costs




  £34.24
Bank Balances





31st January 2008
Current A/c







    £5876.53
Reserve A/c







  £2,650.18
Capital Reserve A/c






£10,.997.68
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
