Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 16th March 2011, at Wood End Village Hall, Wood End.

Present:
Councillors: 
 Chair B Moss, A Lewis, H Phillips, A Simpson, A Jenns, C Ayasamy, I Thomas, J Thomas, M Moss, K Carr and J Whitby.

Clerk:
S Humphries

849
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors B Moss, M Moss, H Phillips and A Lewis declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

· Councillors A Lewis and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Warwickshire CAVA Local Management Committee.

· Councillor J Thomas and A Lewis declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillors I and J Thomas declared a personal interest in minute 836 the Planning Application for Sportsmans Arms, Piccadilly.

850
Public Questions 

There were no public questions raised. 
851
Minutes to be Approved

It was proposed by Cllr H Phillips and seconded by Cllr C Ayasamy and agreed:

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 16th February 2011 are approved as a true record.  

852
Kingsbury Swimming Pool (824)
The pool is being funded for a further 6 months until September, to enable on-going negotiations with the body interested in taking over the pool.  More information will be provided as it is received. 

853
Steps and footway into the Water Park (825)

The steps have now been cleared of any mud and debris.  WCC will also get a price for raising the low hand rail so that it is on the records for the future, as at the present time with the proposed budget cuts, non essential work has to be prioritised.

854
Proposed New Play Equipment-Recreation Ground, Kingsbury (826) 
The Clerk has written to the residents who are concerned about height and privacy and ask that they monitor the situation for a while when the playground becomes open, to see if their concerns are found to be a problem.  However further correspondence has been received from them and this is being looked into.  The matter will be discussed further at the next meeting.  

The Clerk has spoken to NWBC regarding the opening event.  All ideas and dates and times were discussed and Councillors agreed that it was a good idea to promote ‘Play in Kingsbury’ and have a joint opening event for the Parish recreation ground and the Sycamore Road play area on 21st May 2011.  Councillors opted for the 10am to 12pm slot for the parish site.  Further details will be discussed at the next meeting and then will be advertised using various forms of media.
855
Piccadilly Play Area – gap by the ‘kissing gate’ (827) 

This is still a matter that NWBC are looking into.  

856
Quality Parish Status-QPS (828)

The requirements and the benefits of becoming a Quality Parish were discussed at length.  There are many requirements that have to be addressed.  Kingsbury Parish Council already cover some of the criteria such as a website for providing information to the community.  It was felt that there was a lot of time and work involved producing four newsletters a year which is another one of the criteria.  It was however agreed that a newsletter was a good idea and that the first one could possibly be issued after the opening of the new play area.  Any further issues would be decided by Councillors when they felt they were necessary.
Therefore, after discussion, it was decided not to move forward with the Quality Status at the present time, as Councillors felt that there was not enough to be gained for the Council or the community. 

857
New Sign for Continuing Problems with HGV vehicles through Whateley (830)

The new sign, which shows a road narrows sign above a lorry crossed through saying not suitable for HGVs, is now ordered and awaiting fitting.  We have no date yet for completion. 

858
Litter Bin for Tamworth Road (831) 

We are still awaiting delivery and fitting of the litter bin, which will hopefully not be too much longer.

859
Request for a Pelican Crossing Kingsbury (833)

Request for a pelican crossing on Coventry Road by Mill Crescent, Kingsbury – The need for a crossing has to be assessed by WCC initially using various criteria and there are very limited funds which are not available until next financial year.  Further information is awaited from WCC.

860
Councillors Parish Matters raised October 2010 (834)

The following responses/updates have been received from WCC:

· Lamp 9 out Hurley – WCC are waiting for E-ON for the connection of this lamp.

· Missing Lamp Edge Hill and light on telegraph pole, Tamworth Road, Wood End not done – This pole bracket will be ordered and then E-ON will need to fit it.

These may take a while as WCC are dependent on E-ON contractors.
861
Request for seat for Jubilee Ct bus shelter, K’bury (835)
We are now waiting for the order to be processed and then fitted.

862
Planning Applications discussed (836)

Sportsmans Arms, Perryman Drive, Piccadilly – Demolition of public house and re-development consisting of 19 no: 2/3 bedroom dwellings with associated car parking.  A site visit has taken place and the application has now been granted.
Kerrycroft, Kingsbury - Change of use to a Nursery.  Following our concerns regarding the access to Kerrycroft, we have been told by the Planning Department that the agent is requesting that a 1 metre wide footway to one side of the improved access road be conditioned.
Land off Tamworth Road, Cliff   WCC have notified us of a part retrospective application for importation of 15000M3 of topsoil for the improvement of agricultural land, access track and temporary car parking for the duration of the work at land off Tamworth Road, Cliff.
863
Councillors Parish Matters raised January 2010 (837)

The following responses/updates have been received from the relevant authorities:

· Zebra/Pelican crossing request for Trinity Road – This request is being looked into by WCC.  See also minute 859.
· Bus companies not putting all customers through the ticket machines – Letters have been sent to Arriva and Stagecoach with concerns that the total number of passengers are not being recorded accurately. A letter was in the Tamworth Herald also commenting on this.  A response was received from Arriva stating what should happen but they seem to have missed the point that it is not happening.  A further response has been sent.
· Dog mess by co-op store, Kingbury – The Dog Warden spoke to the Clerk and offered some options/measures that could be taken to help prevent this.  It has been cleaned up and the Clerk will report back to the Warden.

864
Review of Effectiveness of Audit (839)

A letter has been sent to the Internal Auditor for him to sign.  This will be his acceptance to audit the 2010/2011 accounts for us.  A reply is awaited.
865
Requests for help with funding (840)
The following letters of thanks have been received:-

· Wood End Tigers Junior Football Club – A thank you letter has been received for the help towards the new all-weather jackets for the squad.  
· Hurley Village Hall roof repairs –The Community Association have thanked the parish for donating towards the roof repairs and will acknowledge this in their next newsletter.
866
Grounds Maintenance Services for 2011/2012 (841)
The costs for services for 2011/2012 have been compared to last year and show a small reduction in costs.  It was agreed that the costs for the recreation ground would be monitored due to the changes for the new play area and would be adjusted next year.

867
KPC Bank Accounts - proposed change to Reserve Account (842)
The bank required more signatures to clarify the changes before they could close the account and transfer it.  This was duly signed.

868
Councillors Parish Matters raised February 2011 (843)

The following responses/updates have been received from the relevant authorities:

· Mud on road by EMR recycling and traffic queues – This was inspected and was clear but a sweeper is regularly deployed when needed.
· Large pothole on Knowle Hill – This has been made safe.
· Water leak junction Boulters Lane/Tamworth Road – This has been reported to STW and is on their list to repair.
· Mud on road A4097 adjacent Marston Fields Farm – The landowner has been contacted and it has been cleared and a sweeper used.
· Litter pick needed from Wood End to Piccadilly on Trinity Road – This has been cleaned.
· Path needs cleaning by Piccadilly Community Centre – This has been cleaned (see minute 874).
· Lights out Piccadilly Way – These have been reported.
· Lamp 41 out Whateley Villas – This has been reported.
· No 5 lamp out on Telegraph pole by 121 Tamworth Rd W End – Also reported.
· New lamp Glenville Avenue not connected yet – Waiting for E-ON to connect.
· VAS speed sign not working Kingsbury from the Mill Island – This has been reported.
869
Proposed cuts for Rural Bus Services (845)  

Councillors are concerned about proposed cuts to village bus timetables.  A list of proposed reductions in service was received from WCC and copied to all Councillors.  These were discussed and the concerns would be sent to WCC.  The Clerk was asked to liaise with other parishes on the matter.
870
Proposed closure of Libraries including Kingsbury Library (846)  

A small group of residents and Councillors organised a public meeting to establish how much support there is in the community and to discuss what can be done to try and save the library.  The meeting was well attended and the general opinion was that they wanted the library to stay where it is.  The main consultation starts on 17th March 2011.  There will be a consultation event at Kingsbury Youth Centre at 6.00pm on 16th May 2011.  More information can be found on the Warwickshire County Council, Kingsbury Parish Council and Kingsbury Village websites.
871
Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following items of correspondence at the meeting.  If any further information is required please contact the Clerk (details on the website):-
· LRC Spring Issue

· NALC Employment Briefing

· WCC Speed Aware changes to the current scheme

· HS2 High Speed Rail consultation

· WALC Participatory Budgeting Event 28/3/11

· WCC County Highways defect reporting advert 2011-see website
· Election leaflet – for more information ring 01827 719222 or e-mail elections@northwarks.gov.uk Election on 5th May 2011

· Open Spaces Spring booklet

· NWBC Clean Neighbourhoods & Environment Act 2005.  The fouling of land by dogs order 2011

· WCC Chairman of the County Council Drinks Reception

· Clerks and Councils Direct March 2011

872
Councillors Parish Matters raised March 2011 

The following items were reported to the relevant authorities:

· Who holds the key to the gate lock Sycamore Road? – Cllr C Ayasamy
· Following the recent clean up, could the path by Piccadilly Community Centre be cleaned regularly – Cllr I Thomas

· Request a dog bin for Piccadilly as dog owners are using the litter bin on the play area to dispose of dog mess.  Contact the dog warden for notices etc. – Cllr I Thomas

· The secure gate by 24 Meadow Road has no hard surface and is very muddy – Cllr A Lewis

· Black path nearest to Daw Mill still has debris from last summer – Cllr A Lewis

· Step is needed from raised walkway by Church steps, Water Park – Cllr A Jenns
· Pole number 1 Wood Street – Cllr A Lewis

873
Tumbletime Group, Kingsbury

A letter has been received asking for help towards storage boxes and shelving for the Tumbletime group who use the Methodist Church on Thursday mornings.  The total cost being £78.88.
It was proposed by Councillor A Lewis and seconded by Councillor I Thomas and agreed:
RESOLVED:  That the whole amount of £78.88 be given to the Tumbletime group for shelving and storage.

874
Hurley/Kingsbury Surgeries
Councillor J Thomas reported that Hurley surgery would be closed until June and then it will be open five days a week but for appointments only.  The dispensary at Hurley will also continue from June.

The open surgeries at Kingsbury will remain with two Doctors.
875
Next Meeting Date

This will be Wednesday, 20th April 2011 at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly   
876
Accounts for payment 

It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor A Jenns
RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Hire of room for meeting






£14.00

Administration Costs March






£788.49
HM Revenue and Customs






£899.70

WCC Lifeguards for pool 






£560.00

Photocopying








£31.57

Broker Network Ltd (Insurance)





£596.08

NWBC Grounds Maintenance





£118.42

Bank Balances 






  31st March 2011
Current A/c








  £1,681.26
Business Reserve A/c







£36,807.79
Capital Reserve A/c closed (Transferred into Reserve a/c)



Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
