Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 17thOctober 2007, at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly.

Present:
Councillors: 
I Thomas (Chair), A Jenns, A Lewis, J Whitby, 
J Thomas and A Simpson 
Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors B Moss, M Moss, H Phillips, K Giles and C Ayasamy.  The reasons for absence were approved by all present.

1
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillor A Lewis declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor J Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association, North Warwickshire CVS and Steering Group Warwickshire - CAVA.

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

2
Minutes

It was proposed by Councillor A Jenns and seconded by Councillor J Thomas and agreed by all:

Resolved - That the minutes of the meeting held on 19th September 2007, are approved as a true record.

3
Public Questions  

There were no public questions raised.

4
Bus Shelters (983)
· New Bus shelter for Kingsbury – A Public Realms Grant application has been successful for help towards the cost of the litter bin, as this is a requirement of the planning application.  NWBC will now order this bin for us as part of a larger order to keep the cost down.
· New Bus Shelter for Piccadilly – The shelter has now been ordered and delivery is expected in late November/early December.  The work to be done on the path should be completed in the next four weeks and the dropped kerbs are on the programme for 2008.  
5
Speeding vehicles in Hurley (984)
A new Project Leader is to be appointed who will deal with speeding problems in this area.  This is not likely to be until the end of October.  The Clerk will get in touch to discuss the improvements to signs that were mentioned, and see what further measures can be taken.
6
Whateley Lane - Heavy Vehicles (985)
WCC are now looking at signing the lane as unsuitable for heavy goods vehicles from both directions ie Trinity Road and Rush Lane, Dosthill.  A completion date cannot be given at the present time due to the requesting and waiting for utilities information and the erection of the sign would be done by external contractors.

7
Manhole, Brick Kiln Lane (986)
The response received from STWA is that the manhole in question is buried under a slab outside number 2 Brick Kiln Lane.  STWA are now in the process of getting permission to uncover the manhole and raise it to the surface.  
8
Direction Signs from Coventry (987)
WCC have designed an alternative sign to the one on the B4098 with regard to avoiding the low bridge at Piccadilly.  This is to try and make sure that lorries use Junction 10 of the M42 to access Kingsbury Link. Councillors felt that it was an improvement to the existing sign and WCC will now go ahead to get it made and fitted. 

9 
NWBC – Leisure and Recreation Dept (989)
· Swing seats on the recreation ground, Church Lane, Kingsbury - NWBC have recently replaced all the seats for us, but unfortunately the Clerk reported that one has already been damaged. 
· Garden area behind the Village Hall, Hurley 
A response from Waterloo Housing confirms that they have a small contract to deal with the communal landscaping maintenance in Club Drive except the area directly behind the village hall.  They did not confirm how often this should be tended.
Councillor Thomas is waiting to find out if NWBC can provide some mulch for use on the area behind the village hall.
10
Piccadilly Low Bridge (991)
A further meeting will be held on 18th October with DSV, WCC and the Parish Council to discuss the on going problems with large lorries using the wrong route to and from Kingsbury Link.  This will be reported at the next meeting.
11
Street Naming/Numbering at former Islington Crescent, Wood End (992)
The block of flats is to be called ‘Islington Court’ and local Councillors have asked that the road name be linked to the colliery.  
12
Parish Plans (993)
A presentation was given by Warwickshire Rural Community Council, explaining the reasons why Kingsbury should consider a parish plan.  It was acknowledged that it was a huge task with so many parishioners in the community.  It was also stated that between 12 and 20 volunteers from the community would be needed.  It was decided to put the item on next months agenda as a number of councillors had sent apologies and the Clerk would have time to find out some further information regarding parish plans.
13
Lorries using Railway Bridge, Trinity Road (994)
The Clerk has spoken to EMR and been assured that the problems should subside now for a number of reasons.  EMR have had their gate widened and a new bridge put in to improve the situation.  Also the last few months have seen a large number of containers for export which has now stopped.  EMR has also informed all external firms of the correct route they should use and are confident that the situation will improve.
14
Funding Requests  (996) 
Letters were received thanking the Parish Council for the funding given.  These were read out to Councillors and were from Beeline Community Transport, North Warwickshire Citizens Advice Bureau and Piccadilly Community Centre.
15
Public Realms Grant applications (1000)
The applications for three litter bins and a bench were considered at the Area Forum West meeting in October.  It was reported by Councillors that the applications were successful and a further amount was also awarded from the WCC fund.  The Clerk is waiting for confirmation of this before ordering the items.
16
New Street Lights not working (1003)
WCC will look into why two of the three new street lights in Piccadilly have never worked.

17
County Highways Matters  (1004)
The following were reported to County Highways:-

· The bollard is on its side on the refuge by the Mill Island – As this is a lit bollard it has been passed onto the Street lighting group.
· Road sign damaged from Piccadilly to Oil Depot – This has been repositioned.
· Footway between The Rutland’s and Whateley Villas need weeds cutting back – An order for the work has been issued.
· Trees on Edge Hill need to be trimmed back, they are overhanging the road – This has been passed onto the tree inspector to make sure they are not dangerous.
18
Litter Problems on Church Lane Recreation Ground (1006)
A litter bin has been ordered for the recreation ground which when fitted will hopefully help with the problem.

NWBC have spoken to the Premises Supervisor at the Kingsbury Country Club about the amount of cigarette ends left outside the back of the Club.  They are trying to keep the smokers at the front of the premises for security reasons.  If this fails they have said they will provide a bin for the cigarette ends.
19
Junction 10 M42 (1007)
Motorists are having problems getting onto the island at the M42 Junction 10 from Trinity Road.  There is also a flooding problem by the exit to the services area.  A response to these matters is awaited.
20
Emergency details and leaflets re Kingsbury Oil Complex (1008)
Leaflets were only distributed in the immediate vicinity of Kingsbury Oil Complex ie Kingsbury and Piccadilly.  These were sent out to local residents and businesses in June 2007, purely as a precautionary measure, providing simple advice on what to do in the unlikely event of an emergency.  These leaflets are downloadable from WCC website:-   www.warwickshire.gov.uk/epu
21
Bus Shelters in Kingsbury Parish (1009)
According to NWBC, Kingsbury Parish Council is responsible for all repairs to bus shelters in the parish.  Councillors have no recollection of officially agreeing to this back in 1989.  The Clerk will clarify some points raised concerning insurance.

22
Request for Memorial bench, in Hadleys Croft, Kingsbury(1010)
No response has been received following the letter sent advising of points to take into consideration with such a request.  
23
Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following:-

· NWBC Planning permission granted for safety fencing adjacent railway bridge, Slateley Lane, Piccadilly – to be painted dark green in the interests of the amenities of the area.

· NALC – Confirmation that the application to the Clerk’s Training Bursary Fund has been approved.
· Rural Affairs Forum one day conference 16th November 2007.
· NWBC-Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places in North Warks – Councillors recommendation that the Dosthill residents should have a polling station in Dosthill and not have to travel to Piccadilly was sent to NWBC.
· NWBC Affordable Housing – Supplementary Planning Document (consultation draft).
· NWBC Planning Consultation, St Margaret’s Trinity Road, Kingsbury (demolition of existing dwelling and erection of 4 number dwellings) – Concerns were raised that this would create extra traffic near to a busy junction.

·  WALC Newsletter September 2007.
· North Warwickshire Council for Voluntary Service – notification of Annual General meeting and Annual Report.
· RSPB Middleton Lakes Messenger Newsletter.
· WCC Permission granted for new classroom block and an extension to create a music block at Kingsbury School.
· Defra - Ways to tackle climate change.
· WCC Refusal of Planning application re former shale tip, land on the corner of the Common and Merevale Lane, Atherstone.
· Monthly playground report for Kingsbury Church Lane.
· Town and Parish Standard, September 2007.
· NALC Financial Update August 2007-Accounts and Audit Regulations.
· West Midlands Regional Assembly, ‘Speaking Out’ magazine Sept 2007.
· NWBC Planning Training Sessions 1st and 15th November 2007.
· WCC Environment and Economy ‘Our Year in Review’.
· The Warwickshire Tree Scheme, membership Application Form.
· Annual Meeting between the Borough Council and Parish Councils Tuesday 4th December at 7pm.
· Goal posts Hurley – Councillor Lewis to follow up with NWBC.
· NWBC Playground report.
· Farming and the public highway.
24
Parish Matters raised
The following points have been raised and will be reported to the appropriate authorities:-

· Could posts be put on the grass verges as they are being damaged by large vehicles in Hurley Common - Councillor A Lewis
· When are the road markings going to be done following resurfacing of Wood Street – Councillor A Lewis

· Kerb stones have been demolished by the low bridge at Piccadilly – Councillor I Thomas

· When will the paths over the motorway be repaired in Bodymoor Heath – Councillor J Thomas

· A damaged 30mph sign on the Atherstone Road approaching Hurley – Councillor A Simpson

24
Continued - Parish Matters raised

· The footway at the bottom of the steps into the Water Park is in a dangerous state - Councillor A Jenns

· Trees need cutting back in Wood Street – Councillor A Lewis

· Street light number 9 is out on Knowle Hill – Councillor A Simpson

· Light has been hit at the bottom of Pitt Hill – Councillor I Thomas

· No lighting at the back of the Jubilee Court shops when going to the meeting room – Councillor J Thomas

25
Permission to use Recreation Ground

It was unanimously agreed to let ‘Positive about Young People’ use the recreation ground again at Easter as they did during the summer holidays for a ‘Snax n Sports’ programme for young people.

26
Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be at Hurley Village Hall on Wednesday 21st November 2007 at 6.45pm.  
27
Accounts for payment
It was proposed by Councillor J Thomas and seconded by Councillor A Lewis:

RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs October





£551.33
Open Spaces subscription





£30.00

Piccadilly Community Centre Room Hire



£16.00

North Warks Area Committee of Parish Councils-membership fee
£15.00

NWBC Grounds Maintenance-Interim payment



£1,976.14

WCC Pool Hire







£1,443.00
Bank Balances





31st October 2007
Current A/c







  £2,534.85
Reserve A/c







  £9,150.18
Capital Reserve A/c






£10,948.49
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
