Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 21st July 2010, at Wood End Village Hall, Wood End.

Present:
Councillors: 
A Lewis, Chair until B Moss arrived from another meeting, he then took over as Chair, H Phillips, A Simpson, I Thomas, J Thomas, A Jenns, C Ayasamy and J Whitby
Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors M Moss and


K Carr
680
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors B Moss, H Phillips and A Lewis declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

· Councillors A Lewis and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Warwickshire CAVA Local Management Committee.

· Councillors A Lewis and J Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillors A Lewis declared a personal interest in minute number 702 regarding Hurley Church and took no part in the vote.
681
Public Questions 

There were no public questions raised.

682
Minutes to be Approved
It was proposed by Cllr J Thomas and seconded by Cllr I Thomas and agreed by all:

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 16th June 2010 are approved as a true record.  

683
Kingsbury Swimming Pool (653)
There have been two meetings since the last parish minutes.  A lot of information has been provided by the Steering Group committee and discussed in depth, including changes to the timetable and price increases.  

A report will be compiled over the summer detailing summer use, the response of schools to the new prices, ideas for alternative uses that may enable greater income generation and an updated financial forecast taking into account a full years programme. 
684
Steps and footway into the Water Park (654)
The work needed is to level the top flight of steps onto a new sub base and relay the section of tarmac path (approx 30 metres)

The path is still legally closed but due to the extensive use of the path, the surface has been reinstated so that it can be used until the work is started.  
A quote has been received by WCC and they are now arranging for the work to be done.  No date has been given at this stage.

685
Proposed New Play Equipment-Recreation Ground, K’bury (655)

We have been told that we have been successful in gaining an offer of a grant from WREN.  They were very keen that the area should be developed and that it was in need of new equipment.  However, they have suggested that we meet with the local representative from Play England to discuss the plans further as they felt that they needed some changes making to them before they could process the grant.

The Clerk has had a meeting with Play England and NWBC.  The original company we used for the play area plans have been asked to modify them and also a new company, now used by NWBC, will also be asked to submit plans.

An extra meeting may be called in August to discuss these as we need to resubmit them to WREN as soon as possible, so the project can proceed.
It was agreed that the Chair or Vice Chair would be the nominated signatory when the contract with WREN needed signing.
686
Piccadilly Play Area – gap by the ‘kissing gate’ (656) 

NWBC have no further information available for this meeting.

687
Land Registry – Voluntary Registration of the council’s land (658)
We have received confirmation from Land Registry that the Recreation ground, Church Street, Kingsbury is now registered to Kingsbury Parish Council. 
688
Concerns regarding flooding and West Midlands Water Ski Centre (659)  

Concerns regarding the threat of flooding to properties in parts of Fazeley, Bodymoor Heath and within Kingsbury Water Park from the large earth bunds that surround the West Midlands Water Ski Centre are being looked into by the Environment Agency.  An update will be asked for in time for the September meeting as the legal process takes time to complete.

689
Traffic problems EMR (660)

The Clerk has written to EMR Head Office regarding the queues of vehicles causing traffic problems on Trinity Road.  The response explained that a spate of component failures on the incoming weighbridge were to blame for the queues.  To address the problem EMR have insisted that component parts are carried in stock by the service engineers and that they have to respond within 12 hours of a service call.  They have also employed banksmen to bring the traffic onto site to ensure that vehicles do not queue.  Cllr I Thomas was concerned about whether the banksmen have had proper training and the insurance position in case of an accident.  

The police are also trying to contact them to enforce our concerns.
690
Quality Parish Status (661)

The Clerk is starting to gather items for the 1st newsletter and it has now been confirmed that we can put advertisements in the newsletter for a small cost as long as we print a disclaimer.
The other criteria will be worked through as an ongoing process.

691
Marking of road and speed humps in Wood End and Hurley (662)

WCC have said that they will follow up any roads that have not been done.  Cllr A Lewis reported that Smith Street still needs marking.  The Clerk will contact WCC again to check on which roads are still outstanding.
692
Wooden Bus Shelter, Kingsbury (663)
It has been agreed to spend up to £100.00 for the repair/preservation of the wooden bus shelter on Tamworth Road, Kingsbury.  
693
Proposed Wood End Village welcome signs window box planters (664)

The planters are now in place and in bloom.  Thank you to all involved.
694
Councillors Parish Matters Raised April (666)

The following responses were received from the relevant authorities:

· Is there any news on the lights that are needed for Piccadilly? – The light is now in place and wired up.  WCC will be asked to check when it will be working.
· Could any HGV weight limit signs be put in Whateley? – This is on an outstanding list of jobs to be looked into by WCC.  The residents have now met with Cllr B Moss and WCC representatives and options are being looked into.
· The Perspex is out of place on the sign at the Mill Crescent bus stop – This has now been repaired.
695
Skip Hire for Clean up in Hurley (667)

A ‘clean up’ around Hurley has now been completed.  It was a joint venture involving the Coleshill Safer Neighbourhood Team, pay-back offenders and NWBC Street Wardens.  Two skips were filled to capacity and the Year 6 pupils from Hurley Primary also carried out a litter pick and collected 17 bags of rubbish.
696
Planning Applications

There was one planning application for a day nursery in Kingsbury that Councillors would have had concerns/comments about but it had been withdrawn so no action was necessary.
697
Councillors Parish Matters raised May (669)
The following responses were received from the relevant authorities:-

· Dog bin for Piccadilly –NWBC have already said a dog bin is needed in the area.  Cllr I Thomas asked the Clerk to find out when they will be able to provide one.

· No 8 Light out by 73/74 Piccadilly – This has been followed up and should now be lit.  Cllr I Thomas to check.

· Slat missing on bench opposite K’bury School – The cost to repair the bench is £20.00 and it was proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor A Lewis and agreed by all:

RESOLVED: that the Clerk would ask NWBC to go ahead and repair the bench at a cost of £20.00.
698
Volunteer Centre North Warks – Request for Funding Support (671)
A letter of thanks has been received for the donation given.  

699
Anti Social behaviour - Kingsbury car park (675)

Measures have been taken by the police to solve the problems reported by a resident. 

These did improve for a while but more issues have been reported including the setting alight of the recycling bins.  The police are again fully informed and are dealing with this matter.
700
Councillors Parish Matters raised June (677)
The following responses have been received from the relevant authorities:-

· Broken glass/litter on recreation ground – NWBC have arranged to clear the rubbish.
· Do DSV/TNT provide any facilities for their drivers as lorries parking up overnight along Kingsbury Link are leaving debris on grass bank – DSV and TNT do provide facilities for their drivers.  DSV asked for more information on the trucks parking up so that they could investigate if they were connected with DSV.
· Excessive dog mess on bridge to Water Park – This has been reported and will be dealt with.
· Large amounts of cigarette butts on Tamworth Road, Kingsbury opposite Trinity Road – NWBC will cleanse this area.
· Dropped kerb 37 Tamworth Road, large trucks are damaging kerb – County Highways to carry out some repairs and have issued the number to pass onto the resident to report any further problems.
· Road sign covered by overgrown trees, Pear Tree Rd before Clinic – A defect has been issued for the branches to be cut back.
701
Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following items of correspondence at the meeting.  If any further information is required please contact the Clerk (details on the website):-
· Draft North Warwickshire Playing Pitch Strategy e-mailed to all Councillors for comments by 6th September

· WCC Pool arrangements for school holidays

· Clerks and Councils Direct - July issue

· NWBC Confirmation of Addresses for properties on former garage site Bromage Avenue is 1-6 Stanyers Close

· WCC Date to apply for children starting school in Sept 2011 – details on website

· CAVA Connect Newsletter July 2010

· North Warwickshire Area Committee of Parish Councils next meeting is 6th September.  Curdworth Church Hall.

· Warwickshire Police community clean up in Hurley

· Play Development in your community-Managing Risk and Funding Event Saturday 16th October 10am to 3pm

· Playground Inspection report for Kingsbury Church Lane

· NWBC Mayor’s Charity Dinner in the Memorial Hall, Atherstone Saturday 30th October.  Further details to follow.

· E-bulletin from National Association of Local Councils

· NWBC Northtalk July issue

· WCC Warks Local Transport Plan 3 Consultation update

· WCC Public path diversion order 2007-Footpaths T54, T53 and T155 Kingsbury

· WCC Local transport Plan 3 update

· HS2 latest website update – High Speed Rail link www.warwickshire.gov.uk/hs2 
· Area Forum West 29th July 2010 at Whitacre Village Hall

· Kingsbury Parish Settlement update to be completed and returned to NWBC
702
Hurley Church - request for help with churchyard expenses

The application for help towards the maintenance of the graveyard at Hurley Church has now been received together with the detailed financial records that were requested.  These were discussed, and based on the costs provided, it was proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor I Thomas and agreed by majority:- 

RESOLVED: That Hurley Church be given the sum of £750.00 for help towards churchyard maintenance.

703
Request to cut back trees and bushes, recreation ground Kingsbury

A request from the Police to cut back bushes/trees to enable CCTV cameras to have a clearer view of the recreation ground has been received following complaints from residents re excessive rubbish.  
A quote has been received from WCC for the work at a cost of £235.00 + VAT.  However, the police may be able to arrange to carry out the work for us.

It was proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor A Lewis that the quote be accepted if the police were unable to help and this was agreed:

RESOLVED: That the Clerk would check with the police and if they were unable to help then the quote for £235.00 + VAT would be accepted and the work would be requested from WCC.

704
Damaged Sign to Wood End 
It has been reported that the direction sign on Trinity Road opposite the junction with Tamworth Road, Wood End is damaged.  County Highways have now requested a new sign drawing from Traffic Projects and on receipt of this an order can be placed for the sign and post replacement.
705
Exercise Watermark and Kingsbury Emergency Parish Plan
In March next year there will be a national flood exercise taking place across the whole country and WCC are asking if Parish Councils want to be involved.  More information is awaited following a meeting on 8th September.
The Clerk will update the emergency plan and send to WCC as this will need to be up-to-date for March if the parish decides to take part in the exercise.
706
Range Way problems

Anti-social behaviour has been reported to police and the Parish Council in Range Way.  Suggestions from residents of possible solutions have been put forward and passed onto WCC.  They have responded with the legal aspects of these suggestions.  The police are fully informed and the problem is being looked into further.
707
Councillors Parish Matters raised July 2010

The following will be reported to the relevant authorities:

· Large pot hole and rough tarmac by 113 Tamworth Road, Wood End – Cllr A Lewis
· Wood Street, tree roots are cracking the pavement – Cllr A Lewis

· Grass bank, Coventry Road needs mowing and tree branch down – Cllr B Moss
708
Skip needed for Piccadilly clear up

PCSO Beale asked if the parish council could help to fund a skip for a clean up operation in Piccadilly.  An answer was required at the meeting due to the planned date for the clean up and as the amount was only small, it was agreed to override the usual process of getting the request put on the agenda for the next meeting.  This was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor I Thomas and agreed
RESOLVED: That a skip would be paid for (cost to be provided – approx £65) by the parish council for a police led clean up operation in Piccadilly
709
Standing Orders

The Council’s standing orders will be checked/updated at the October meeting due to the required number of Councillors not being able to attend the September meeting.
710
Councillors Declarations of Interest

Councillors were asked to check and amend if necessary their declarations of interest for the Clerk to keep on file.  In future these will be renewed in May of each year to coincide with any election years.  Any outstanding forms to be returned.

711
Grounds Maintenance contract

NWBC provided the grounds maintenance costs for 2010-2011.  These had only increased by a very small amount.  The costs were discussed and the options to increase litter picks at the recreation ground, Church Lane over the school summer holidays to weekly was agreed.  All parish Litter bin collections to remain the same.  

The Clerk would check the day of the week that litter picks were done.  It was proposed by Councillor I Thomas and seconded by Councillor A Jenns 

RESOLVED:That the quote for Grounds Maintenance 2010-2011 be accepted with the increase of 3 extra litter picks on the recreation ground, Kingsbury in the summer holidays.

712
Next Meeting
This will be Wednesday, 15th September 2010. at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly.  

713
Accounts for payment 

It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor A Jenns: 
RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs July






£777.89
Administration Costs August






£703.41

Hire of Wood End Village Hall





£14.00

Hurley Church donation for graveyard expenses (Min  July 2010)

£750.00

Cheque for engraving the Chain of Office 




£17.50
Bank Balances






 31st August 2010
Current A/c








  £4,644.37
Reserve A/c








£24.678.00

Capital Reserve A/c







£10.115.07
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
