Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 25th July 2007, at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly.

Present:
Councillors: 
I Thomas(Chair), A Jenns, H Phillips, B Moss, 
A Lewis, C Ayasamy, J Whitby, K Giles, J Thomas and A Simpson 
Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor M Moss 
948
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors A Lewis, B Moss, M Moss and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor J Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association and North Warwickshire CVS.

· Councillors A Lewis and H Phillips declared a personal interest in the item relating to Beeline Community Transport.
949
Minutes

It was proposed by Councillor A Jenns and seconded by Councillor H Phillips and agreed by all:

Resolved - That the minutes of the meeting held on 20th June 2007, are approved as a true record.

950
Public Questions  

There were no public questions raised.

951
Bus Shelters/Bus Stops/Litter Bins (919)
· New Bus shelter for Kingsbury bus stop – The shelter has been ordered and it should be installed by the end of August.  The Clerk will find out about the Public Realms Grant and apply for some or all of the costs of a letter bin to be put on the site as this is a requirement of the planning application.
· Piccadilly bus shelter – The Clerk has applied to make a small change to the planning application for the bus shelter.  The side panel on one side is to be made smaller, to encourage pedestrians to use the safest route to cross the road.  As this is classed as a minor amendment there should be no problem getting it amended on the planning permission.  A second safety assessment will be asked for from WCC to ensure that the changes made are acceptable.  The shelter can then be ordered to coin-side with the work to be done on the path and dropped kerbs, hopefully by the end of the year.
· Litter Bins – It was discussed and decided to make an application for funding from the Public Realms Grant to cover a further two litter bins. One at the Piccadilly bus stop and possibly one for Hurley.  The Clerk to submit an application for consideration at the next Area Forum.  The Parish Council would be responsible for the emptying of the bins if successful.
952
Speeding vehicles in Hurley (920)
Unfortunately the ‘Village Speed Limit Review’ considered that the existing 40mph is appropriate for Hurley.  However, WCC say that it is possible to make some improvements to the speed limit signs and road markings.  This would take the form of an improved ‘village gateway feature’ to alert drivers that they are entering a village environment.  There would be an increased number of speed limit repeater signs and where appropriate improvements made to white lining.
Councillors are still concerned about the speed of traffic in Hurley and are waiting for the new Project Leader to be appointed by WCC who will deal with this area, so that the Clerk can get in touch and discuss the improvements to signs and see what further measures can be taken.

953
Street Light out (921)
The street light is still out by the play area at Piccadilly.  A letter has been sent to the owner of the Jewel in the Crown Public House suggesting that WCC could repair it for them at a small cost, but would need their permission to do so.  The letter also asked them to get in touch with the Clerk if there was any further information or help needed, as nothing has been heard, there is not a great deal more that can be done as this is not Parish property.
954
Footpath Maps for the Parish (922)
WCC have promised us three copies of the local footpath map for parish use.  They are still awaited despite numerous requests from Councillor Moss.
955
Kerbs outside Co-op and the Red Box, Wood End (923)

County Highways have re-done the kerbs by the Co-op and Councillor A Lewis reported that this time the work is of a much better quality, but nothing has been done by the Red Box.  It was decided to leave this for the time being.
956
Whateley Lane - Heavy Vehicles (925)
WCC have now received the traffic count information on lorry movements on the road.  The possible HGV traffic made up less than 3% of traffic using this route, at most, and this road would therefore not qualify for a weight restriction. 
The Clerk will enquire if there is anything further WCC can do regarding signs, although previous options looked at for signs were not considered workable.
957
Manhole, Brick Kiln Lane (926)
The scheduled work to put a new manhole in opposite number 5 Brick Kiln Lane has still not been completed.  The Clerk has contacted Severn Trent on numerous occasions by telephone and has been told each time that the matter will be dealt with.  A letter will now be sent to STWA asking for an explanation and date for the work.
958
Direction Signs from Coventry (927)
WCC have been to the site and checked the sign that is reported to be giving confusing information to drivers of large vehicles.  Following the reply received the Clerk will let WCC know that many HGV vehicles are still taking the wrong route. 

959
Wood End Bus Stop Pole (928) 
This has been notified to Public Transport some time ago by County Highways.  The Clerk has also reported that it is lying on the ground, but no reply has been received to date.  Councillor B Moss will enquire why it has not been fixed.  


960 
NWBC – Leisure and Recreation Dept - matters raised (929)
· The swing seats on the recreation ground, Church Lane, Kingsbury are all damaged and jagged - NWBC have ordered the seats for us as previously agreed and they will be fitted when they are delivered. (cradle and flat swing seats at a cost of £255.38).  
· Garden area behind the Village Hall, Hurley – Councillors were not very happy with the work done to the area so far by NWBC.  They have apologised if the information they gave us was misleading, but they had quoted with the understanding that the area would be tended to every fortnight and this would slowly improve the site.  The Clerk had only asked for a quote based on three maintenance visits a year and will speak to NWBC and see what options are available to us.
961
Signs to warn against Dog Fouling (931)

The signs painted on the paths are wearing off.  The Dog Warden has informed the Clerk that they are not allowed to use the paint any longer as when it is stored in the vans the fumes could be unhealthy for the dogs they may be carrying.  This is an RSPCA ruling.  They can however put signs on lampposts etc and the warden has now been round the Kingsbury area doing this and clearing up the worst affected areas.
962
County Highways issues (934)
The response from County Highways to the matters raised is as follows:-

· Uneven paths by Kingsbury Library – County Highways say the slurry seal will settle down with time.
· Path from Kingsbury School to the Co-op is uneven and holding water – This has been noted but they are unable to do anything at the present time.
· Drains need cleaning out on Coventry Road by Linear Park due to mud (even before the floods occurred) – The gulley emptier will deal with soon.

· Overgrown Trees need trimming back on Pear Tree Avenue by the Youth Centre – These are owned by NWBC and the request has been passed onto them.
· Crumbling path in Bodymoor Heath over the motorway is crumbling both sides – This will be added to the next slurry seal programme.
· Overgrown shrubbery where pedestrians walk from Bodymoor Heath to Kingsbury along the main road – The grass affected will be cut very soon.  Clerk to let County Highways know that the verges are overgrown also.
· Three drains need clearing in Piccadilly – The gulley emptier has been instructed to empty these.
· Repairs to underground Pipes in Piccadilly – A powerful machine was sent to clear the flooding problems and was successful, therefore no excavation is needed as the problem is now resolved.
· Property in Pinewood Avenue, hedges are encroaching footpath – County Highways have written to the property owners to ask that they trim the hedges.  

963
Piccadilly Low Bridge (936)
A further meeting with DSV, WCC and the Parish Council to discuss the on going problems with large lorries using the wrong route to and from Kingsbury Link will need to be scheduled.  The Manager of DSV says that they have sent letters to their partners in Europe informing them to only use Junction 10, but they have a lot of individual customers that they cannot control.  It is felt that the satellite navigation systems used do not help the problem.  Evidence to be compiled of lorries using the wrong route to present at the meeting when arranged.
964
Britannia Aquanauts Swimming Club (937)
The Britannia Aquanaut club are struggling for membership this year and have asked if it is all right to continue using the pool at a reduced rate for this year.  Councillors and WCC were happy with this arrangement for this year, but WCC to review the situation in December 2007.
965
Street Naming/Numbering at former Islington Crescent, Wood End (938)
Suggestions for the names and numbers of properties at the former Islington Crescent site have been received from NWBC.  The Clerk wrote to ask that ‘Islington Crescent’ be used in the address as this was the general feeling of many residents and Councillors.  
966
Parking outside Co-op in Wood End (939)
Councillor A Lewis asked the Clerk to find out if any traffic measures could be put in place to make it safer for pedestrians to cross the road outside the Co-op in Wood End.  This is due to the number of parked cars and some problems reported to her by pedestrians.

WCC have responded saying that waiting restrictions such as double yellow lines would not be appropriate as the demand for parking for the Co-op would remain.  Also the Police are reluctant to support requests for new waiting restrictions as they cease to be effective when there is little chance of being fined.  There is already traffic calming along this road so WCC are unable to assist any further.
967
Parish Plans (941)
The Clerk will contact WRCC to get more information on a Parish/Traffic Plan and arrange for an officer to be invited to the October Parish Council meeting to give more details before considering whether or not Kingsbury should go ahead with a parish plan.

968
Lorries using Railway Bridge, Trinity Road (942)
Councillor I Thomas asked the Clerk to contact EMR about their large container lorries using the railway bridge and driving through Piccadilly.  A letter was sent but no reply has been received.
969
Kingsbury Parish Council Accounts-Year ending 31/3/07 (944)
The completed accounts for 2006/2007 have now been received back from the Internal and External Auditors and no changes have been made to the figures issued to Councillors and explained at the June meeting.  The Internal Auditors report will be sent to all Councillors and discussed at the next meeting.
970 Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following:-
· LCR Journal of the National Association of Local Councils, July 07

· Clerks and Councils Direct July 2007

· Open Spaces Society-Annual Report and Accounts 2006

· Temporary Road Closure – C125 Bodymoor Heath Lane 1st August to 31st January (closed in stages for pipe laying) – After consultation with residents about the problems this would cause, Cllr J Thomas has now secured that the road will not be completely closed at any point.
· Carriageway at Piccadilly Way badly deformed.  This has since been repaired.
· WCC Children starting school in September 2008 need to apply by 19th October 2007 NWBC 

· Northtalk July 2007

970 Correspondence continued

· Advance notice of the Mayor’s Civic Service on Sunday 25th November 2007 at 10am in Polesworth Abbey

· NWBC Licensing Act policy review 2007 
· Kingsbury Parish Council Emergency Plan update – The Clerk will inform WCC of the changes to be made.
· Public Payphones to have cash payment facility removed – Cliff Road, Kingsbury and Hurley Common, Hurley

· WALC – Southam Area Committee minutes of Annual General Meeting 11th October 2006

· Bank Signatories – These are being amended due to the change of Councillors
· Warwickshire Crimestoppers posters for car parks

· Wood End Village Hall accounts - copy supplied for the Parish Council

· A course entitled “Being a Good Councillor or Clerk” was attended by the five new Parish Councillors and the Clerk.  

971
NWBC-Street Naming and Numbering Consultation, Kingsbury Mill

The developers preferred address choices were discussed at the meeting.  It was agreed that ‘Godiva Mews’ should be changed to ‘Hemlingford Mews’ as this would be in keeping with the history of the site.  Also the use of the Malthouse and the Tame House would be too confusing with similar addresses close by.  Suggestions were sent to NWBC who would pass them onto the developers.
972
Funding Requests Received 
The following requests were received for help with funding:- Beeline Community Transport, Volunteer Centre North Warks, Warwickshire Crimestoppers and the Annual Bonfire Display at Piccadilly.

It was agreed to discuss the first three at the next meeting as there is a lot of committed expenditure to come out of the account in the next few weeks.  
However, the Annual Bonfire and Fireworks Display at Piccadilly was discussed in more detail and a figure of £400.00 was suggested and agreed, but would not be paid until September.

The Clerk will provide up to date accounts information so this can be discussed fully at the next meeting and officially voted on.

973
Police Matters raised
The following matters were passed onto the Police:-

· Cars speeding along Kingsway near to Primary School – Cllr Ayasamy

· Parking on pavements Hurley Common and Boulters Lane – Cllr Lewis

· Large groups gathering by Wood End recreation ground, possible drug/alcohol use – Cllr Phillips
974
County Highways - matters raised
The following matters were passed onto County Highways:-

· Branches obstructing path by post box Mill Crescent – Cllr Jenns

· Drain needs clearing out by ‘Mr News’ shop in Kingsbury – Cllr Ayasamy

· Lorry hit sign at bottom of Pit Hill, Piccadilly – Cllr J Thomas

975
Street Light out

Councillor K Giles reported a street light out by the ‘Elms Houses’ in Kingsbury.  The lights all appeared to be working when checked.

976
Patients Participation Group Representative

Councillor J Thomas asked if anyone would like to represent the Parish Council on the Patients Participation Group as the previous representative is no longer a parish councillor.  Councillor C Ayasamy volunteered.

977
Planning Application – Delves Farm
Kingsbury Parish Council has been asked to comment on the planning application at Delves Farm.  Although not against the plans, Councillors were concerned that a new access has already been put in place near to a chicane and where a public footpath was.  The concerns will forwarded to NWBC.
978
Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be at Kingsbury School, Tamworth Road, Kingsbury on Wednesday 19th September 2007.  
979
Accounts for payment
It was proposed by Councillor A Lewis and seconded by Councillor B Moss:

RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs July





£581.32
Administration Costs August





£536.44
WCC Pool Hire – Aquarius





£1209.00
Piccadilly Community Assosiation – Room Hire



£12.00

Internal Audit of Accounts





£125.00

External Audit of Accounts





£334.88

Bank Balances





    31st August 2007
Current A/c







    £444.98 

Reserve A/c







  £8,096.24

Capital Reserve A/c






£10,901.63
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
