Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 21st January 2009, at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly

Present:
Councillors: 
A Jenns (Chair), H Phillips, A Lewis, J Whitby, 

A Simpson, B Moss, M Moss, I Thomas, J Thomas and C Ayasamy

Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr K Giles

300
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors B Moss, M Moss, A Lewis and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillors J Thomas and A Lewis declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association.

301
Public Questions (278)

No public questions were raised at the meeting.  

The issue of possible refuges for Tamworth Road, Kingsbury was raised at the September 2008 meeting.  The County Councillor has requested a feasibility study which has been approved, but no time scale has been given.  The outcome will be reported on when the results are received. 

302
Minutes

The amendment to Minute 264 on the 15th October minutes was signed by the Chair.  

It was proposed by Cllr H Phillips and seconded by Cllr M Moss and agreed by all:

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 19th November 2008 are approved as a true record.

303
Steps and footway into the Water Park (281)

WCC have now met with the contractor to look at raising the height of the hand rail along the side of the steps, to erect a section of metal fencing at the point the path crosses the brook close to the bottom of the steps and to surface a small section of T27 (the path which runs at the back, close to its junction with T26 where a large puddle forms in wet weather).

The quote for the work is expensive and as the end of the financial year is nearing, the work is being arranged for late March so that the costs will fall in the next financial year.

304
When will power be restored to the lamps in Hurley Common?  (282)

The new pole bracket and lantern were installed just before Christmas.  WCC have now placed an order with E-on for the reconnection of service.  This should be completed by the end of February.

WCC also reported that E-on have replaced one of their wooden poles on Hurley Common and could not reattach the pole bracket as it was damaged when they removed it.  This is believed to be lamp post number 10 between the public house and Yew Tree Cottage.  This means that a new pole bracket will have to be ordered and fitted and the service reconnected by E-on which could take up to three months.

305
‘Black Path’ (283)
A section of hedgerow on the Hurley ‘Black Path’ T53 needs cutting back.  NWBC have also reported this to Countryside Recreation to get the necessary work done, but despite reminders we are still awaiting a response from WCC.

306
Proposed Play Equipment-K’bury Recreation Ground, Church Lane (284)

NWBC have offered to conduct the consultation for us in the February half term week and the following week.  Various local groups and the Primary School will be consulted.  The Clerk to discuss with NWBC the groups they have listed and report back to Councillors.  The final timetable of consultations can then be advertised on our website and around the village and any Councillors that wish to attend the sessions can. 

Also a final copy of the proposed choices for the play area equipment ‘pick sheet’ was passed round and it was proposed by Councillor A Jenns and seconded by Councillor B Moss and agreed that:

RESOLVED: NWBC would be asked to print the pick sheet for us as previously agreed with them and asked to undertake the consultation process on behalf of the Parish Council as offered

307
Proposed Household Waste Recycling/Transfer Centre (285)  

The revised site information received before Christmas did not alter any of the concerns of the increase in traffic using the village roads.
The Parish Council again sent a statement of objections to WCC to be considered when the application goes to the Planning Committee in January 2009.  

At this meeting, NWBC objected and it will be discussed again at the Regulatory Committee in February.




308
Piccadilly Play Area (284) 

The gap by the ‘kissing gate’ left by the contractors when fitting Piccadilly play area needs blocking off.  The Clerk will again raise this with NWBC.
309
Notice Board for Kingsbury (287)

There is now a Parish notice board in Kingsbury Library which can be seen from the windows even if the library is closed.  Notices, dates of meetings and general information will be displayed.

310
North Arden Heritage Trail project (292)

The North Arden Heritage Trail project is about to be moved forward to our community.  There was a launch meeting planned for Tuesday February 3rd but this had to be cancelled due to the weather.  It has been rearranged for 26th February and it is hoped to involve as many groups/residents as possible to help with the scheme.  One activity, stone carvings, can be made at workshops by local residents and placed along the trail.  General information and all about the project can be found on the website www.northwarks.gov.uk/ardentrail   Also information will be on the parish website.
311
Kingsbury Hall planning application (293)

NWBC could not accept representations after our January meeting for a planning application proposing properties to be built on Kingsbury Hall site.  A statement was produced and circulated to all Councillors for approval.  Although not against the application Councillors were concerned about the access to the development via a narrow privately owned track and observations were sent to NWBC in time for the deadline.

The application was approved in principle at a meeting in January 2009 and would be built in phases.

This raised the issue of whether the Parish Council should meet in December, but it was generally felt that the meeting timetable should remain the same.

312
Dog Bins for Piccadilly (294)

NWBC only install dog bins in recreation grounds not streets.  They are aware that there are none in Piccadilly but have no funding left for this year.  It is noted for next financial year but in the meantime if there are any problem areas the dog warden can be informed to visit more frequently.  Councillor Thomas pointed out that the only litter bin in Piccadilly is by the children’s play area and this is being used to dispose of dog mess.  This will be reported to NWBC.

313
Adoption Scheme - Red Telephone Kiosks (295)
The adoption of the Whateley phone box is going through.  The Clerk has been advised to get the legal section to look over the agreement before signing.

314
Notice boards (296)
· As agreed at the last meeting the first board is to be shared by the Parish Council and Kingsbury Swimming Pool and is now up in the school entrance to the pool.
· Hurley Community Association and the Parish Council’s logo will be put on a new board for outside the Village Hall.  This will help to advertise all local events and notices including parish ones. 

315
Review of Effectiveness of Audit (297)

A meeting is required once a year to review the accounts procedures for audit purposes.  The Chair, Vice-Chair and Clerk met in January to discuss this.  The outcome was that system of accounting and the procedures in place by the Internal Auditor and the Clerk are more than satisfactory and there is no cause for any changes to be made.  

316
Correspondence


The Clerk reported on the following:-
· NALC LCR Official Journal January 09

· Warwickshire Rural Housing Association Annual Report 07/08

· Police Surgery 1st Wednesday of the month–see website for details

· Communities in Control – a consultation on local authority publication

· Warwickshire Climate Change Partnership

· Re-naming of property-Blythe Cottage to become Blythe Timber, Dexter Lane, Hurley

· WCC Mobile Library Service 2009 Timetables-(displayed around the villages)
· North Warwickshire Arts – Thank you for the support given to the Arts Festival in September

· NWBC – Action Hire Scheme

· Live and Local

· Clerks and Councils Direct January 09

· WRCC Parish Plans

· NWBC Area Forum West Thursday 29th January at Piccadilly

· NWBC Planning Training Sessions feedback

· Kingsbury Playground report

· Visit to Middleton Lakes

· WALC Newsletter

· Low Carbon Event Leamington Spa

· NALC Briefings

· NWBC Community Speed Watch – to be looked into
317
Council Taxbase and Precept Requirements for 2009/2010

Councillors considered a report provided by the Clerk, based on current expenditure and estimated out-turn for 2008/2009.  Councillors discussed this at length and it was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor I Thomas and agreed:-

RESOLVED: That an expenditure budget of £29,000 be approved for the year 2009/2010, and that the precept levy on North Warwickshire Borough Council would remain the same as last year at £29,000.

318
Councillors Parish matters raised Jan 09

The following matters will be raised with the relevant authorities:

· No street lighting along the path between the houses at Piccadilly – Cllr I Thomas

· The lamp is out on the Central reservation at the southern entrance to Mill Crescent – Cllr M Moss

· The new signs have been installed to stop lorries turning into Whateley but queries have been raised about the positioning of them – Cllr B Moss

· A panel is missing from the Wood End bus stop.  Can we get a price to fit a new one? – Cllr A Lewis

· Excessive dog mess on Trinity Road – Cllr C Ayasamy

· Car parking behind shops in Jubilee Court and blocking the entrances – Cllr C Ayasamy

· Up-to-date copies requested of the Local Definitive footpath maps – Cllr A Simpson

· Can we object to charges proposed by the libraries for internet use? – Cllr A Jenns
319
Land adjacent to 18 Chestnut Close

A planning application has been lodged by NWBC to build two new dwellings on this piece of land.  Councillors strongly object to this and an objection statement will be forwarded to NWBC.

320
Next Meeting 

The next meeting date has been changed and will now be at Wood End Village Hall on Tuesday 24th February 2009.  Further dates (including a change to the April meeting) for 2009 were decided and the Clerk will provide Councillors with an updated list at the next meeting.
321
Accounts for payment 

It was proposed by Councillor I Thomas and seconded by Councillor J Thomas: 
RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs January





       £654.67

WCC Lifeguarding costs July to December



     £1,106.52

Noticeboard Kingsbury School (Minute 296 Nov 2008)

        £231.00

ESPO Noticeboard K’bury Library (Minute 248 Sept 2008)

        £116.15

Piccadilly Community Association – hire of room      

          £16.00

Bank Balances





31st  January 2009
Current A/c







      £1,844.38

Reserve A/c







    £18,157.69

Capital Reserve A/c






    £10,108.15
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
