Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 18th April 2007, at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly.

Present:
Councillors: 
L Forsyth (Chair), B Moss, I Thomas, A Jenns, 

H Phillips, M Moss, A Lewis, and S Boydell 

Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors R Cox and 

F Takrouri

857
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillor Forsyth declared a personal interest in any matters relating to Waterloo Housing Association, by reason of a family member being an employee.

· Councillors L Forsyth, A Lewis, B Moss, and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Centre.

· Councillor B Moss declared a personal interest in the Minutes concerning planning applications.  One for a bus shelter in Kingsbury and the other regarding Bodymoor Green Farm, and took no part in the discussions.

858
Minutes

It was proposed by Councillor A Jenns and seconded by Councillor H Phillips:

Resolved - That the minutes of the meeting held on 21st March 2007, are approved as a true record.

859
Public Questions  

There were no public questions raised.

860
Bus Shelters/Bus Stops (827)
· Proposed Bus shelter for Kingsbury bus stop – NWBC have written to the Highways Authority regarding their objections and asked for more information.  If the objection stands then the application will go before the Planning and Development Board for a decision.  

· Proposed Piccadilly bus shelter – Planning permission from NWBC has been applied for.  Funding from a WCC Parish Council Bus Shelter Scheme has been given subject to a safety check.

861
Speeding vehicles in Hurley (828)
The results of a traffic survey carried out in Hurley Common have been received.  WCC have not had time to evaluate the results properly but the initial findings show good compliance with the speed limits.  This will be assessed in more detail and results reported to the Clerk.  
Also an investigation into villages without a 30mph speed limit, on class ‘c’ roads, has now commenced and this includes Hurley Common.  It is estimated by WCC that it will take two months to complete all the investigations.  The Clerk will be notified when they are available.
862
North Warwickshire Play Strategy  (830 )
NWBC Officers and young people from Kingsbury would initiate a consultation for some play equipment in the Kingsbury area.  The young people could then apply for funding themselves.  No response had been received from NWBC in time for the meeting.

863
Post Box, Sycamore Road (831)
This post box has now been painted and is much improved.

864
Street Light out (832)
A street light is out by the play area at Piccadilly.  The light does not come under WCC’s responsibility.  The Clerk has written to the Manager of the Jewel in the Crown Public House twice now asking that they get the light repaired for safety reasons.  It is still not repaired.  The Clerk will make WCC aware of this.
865
Footpath Maps for the Parish (833)
WCC have promised us three copies of the local footpath maps for parish use.
866
County Highways Matters Raised (835)
The following were reported to County Highways:-

· Kerbs outside Co-op and the Red Box, Wood End – County Highways have informed us that the work will be done again and apologise for the delay and workmanship.  A date has not yet been given.
867
Parking, Barlow Court, Kingsbury (841)
The Police are looking into ways of solving and dealing with the problems of parking on double yellow lines in Barlow Court.  This is an on-going problem for residents.  No further information had been received in time for the meeting.
868
Pot holes Mill Crescent Estate (846)
County Highways have said that the pot holes are marked for patching in advance of the road being surface dressed this summer.  Concerns were raised that some of the pot holes were not marked up and these will be remarked prior to the work commencing.  Councillor A Jenns pointed out that the pot hole by Number 20 was quite deep and getting worse.  The Clerk would make WCC aware of this.
869
Tree down by the White Swan Public House (847)
This has now been removed and the invoice received for payment.
870
Whateley Lane - Heavy Vehicles (848)
WCC are in the process of organising an automatic traffic count on the route to accurately monitor the number of lorry movements on the road.  It was agreed to wait for these results and recommendations from WCC before discussing this again.
871
Lighting Issues raised (850)
The following were reported to WCC and will be attended to:

· Street light number 3 out in Johnson Street, Wood End.
· Light at the junction of Smith Street and Woodlands is faulty.
· Trinity Road, one light still out before railway bridge.
872
County Highways Matters (851)
The response from County Highways is as follows:-

· Pot holes on the corner of Queensway/Knowle Hill are causing wheelchair users problems - This will be added to the long list!  Cllr Lewis added that the problem was in the gutter, the kerb was too high and had not been filled back in.  The Clerk would pass this onto WCC. 
· Pot hole in Boulters Lane.- This will also be added to the long list!  
· Grass is churned up by Wood End School due to parked cars and the school bus trying to get past them – It was suggested that we contact Traffic Group for No Parking regulations.  Councillors felt that there would always be a parking issue and enforcing ‘No Parking’ measures would be a problem.  It was decided to leave this for now.
· A storm drain is upside down in Bridge Street – This was refitted on 29th March.
· The Piccadilly sign by the Oil Terminal is folded over – This has been straightened out.
873
Manhole, Brick Kiln Lane (852)
The scheduled work to put a new manhole in opposite number 5 Brick Kiln Lane has still not been completed.  The Clerk has contacted Severn Trent on numerous occasions to check on progress and was told that the work scheduled for January was cancelled but no reason given.  This will be followed up until the work is completed.

874
Matters Raised re Bus Timetables and Fares (853)
· The bus timetables had been put on the wrong side of the road on Coventry Road by Mill Crescent.  - Arriva have now changed them over.
· Why has the Arriva ‘child day saver’ ticket been abolished. -  Arriva say the reason to cease this was made in an attempt to ease the problems that their drivers were experiencing with youths travelling in the evenings.  There are weekly saver tickets for children wishing to travel on a daily basis.  They apologise for any inconvenience their decision may have caused.
875
Direction Signs from Coventry (854)
A sign is giving confusing information for high vehicles approaching Kingsbury from Coventry.  WCC say that a sign on the island was removed as it was giving conflicting advice and they will look into this other sign further. 

876
Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following:-

· Request from a resident in Wood Street for a tree to be planted in grass verge in front of his house..  This will be done next year in the planting season

· WCC-Permission granted with conditions for an Education Outdoor Activity Centre at Kingsbury Water Park.
· Area Forum West 19th April at Water Orton Primary School.
· WCC-Planning permission granted for the erection of  control kiosk, electricity meter box, hardstanding and dropped kerb at Marston Sewerage pumping station.
· NWBC-Confirmation of existing address at High Street, Hurley.
· Staffordshire Minerals and Waste Development Framework Issues and Options for the Waste Core Strategy – consultation document.
· Postwatch re Post Office closures.
876
Correspondence continued

· NWBC – Survey for provision of Financial Information.
· Posters for Baddesley monthly indoor car boot sale.
· Thank you letter for the donation to Breakthrough Breast Cancer.
· WCC – Quality of Life for an Ageing Population, Draft Strategy Consultation.
· Arden Trail Newsletter Update.
· Play and Leisure provision for Parish Councils Seminar.
· Open Spaces Society – request for donation.
· WCC Viewpoint Issue 7 Spring/Summer 2007

· NWBC Consultation document from the HSE.
· Elmhurst Organic Farm, Withybrook – Event 26th and 27th May
· Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 – to be discussed at the next meeting
· WALC - renewal of membership for 2007/2008

877
County Highways Matters Raised

The following will be reported to County Highways:-

· Pavements outside 44 & 46 Hillside, K’bury are in a bad state – Cllr M Moss

· Sunken pavement corner of Birchfield Close/Tamworth Road – Cllr A Lewis

· Wood End bus stop, pole is on the ground – Cllr A Lewis

· Path T64 the footpath sign is down, at the bottom of Wood Street and at the start of the path the kerb is loose – Cllr A Lewis
· Drain is sunken on Smith Street on the corner of Woodside Close opposite Church Close – Cllr A Lewis

· At the side of number 12 Hurley Common/the entrance to the ‘Black Path’ the kerb stones need replacing - Cllr A Lewis

· Wakefield Close, Hurley the road is in a poor state - Cllr A Lewis

· Grass verge top of Atherstone Lane/Heanley Lane is a disgrace - Cllr A Lewis

· Pavement is sunk at 1 Holly Drive, Hurley - Cllr A Lewis

878
Wood End Recreation Ground - Path
Councillor H Phillips asked Councillors if the Parish Council could fund a path to link the younger children’s play area and the teenage area at Wood End.  The company that has installed all the new equipment is still on site and could carry out the work very quickly, but we would not have to find the money (£5,600) until April 2008.  This could be budgeted for from next year’s precept.  This was proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor S Boydell and unanimously agreed:-
RESOLVED: That permission be given to NWBC to get the path laid by the contractors and that the invoice for £5.600.00 would not be received until the end of the financial year to be paid out of next year’s precept.

879
NWBC – Leisure and Recreation matters raised
The following were reported to NWBC:-

· The swing seats on the recreation ground, Church Lane, Kingsbury are all damaged and jagged.  NWBC to inspect for us and report back if new seats are needed. – Cllr M Moss
· The mowers are unable to cut the grass on the recreation ground sometimes due to so much litter/cans and bottles.  Could the litter pick be done followed by the grass cutting? – Cllr B Moss

· The work on the garden area behind the Village Hall, Hurley has still not been done. – Cllr A Lewis

880
Kingsbury Water Park
The raised footway has had numerous slabs smashed, near to the church steps.  It is taped up so it would appear that WCC are aware of this.
Councillor M Moss has been stopped by three people concerned about the dangerous state of the path on the other side of the river.  These comments will be passed onto WCC.

881
New lights - Piccadilly
Councillor I Thomas asked the Clerk to find out if WCC have a date for connection.
882
WCC- Revised Planning Application re Bodymoor Green Farm

Observations have been requested on the above planning application.  Kingsbury Parish Council objected to the original plans and their objections still stand.  The Clerk will respond to WCC explaining the reasons for this.
883
Request to use the Recreation Ground

A letter has been received asking permission to use the Recreation Ground to provide a bouncy castle for guests at a wedding reception to be held at Kingsbury Country Club in August.  This was discussed in detail and concerns were raised for many reasons.  It was proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor M Moss to refuse permission and with no votes against this, the request would have to be turned down, mainly due to setting a precedent and that it was not for a village event.
RESOLVED: That permission to use the Recreation Ground be denied.

884
Kingsbury Station Campaign
A cheque has been received to put into the general fund and used with transport in mind, as detailed in Minute 772 January 2007.  The amount is £2671.89 has been paid into the bank and a letter of thanks sent.
885
Kingsbury and Hurley Church Accounts

Letters and information requesting help towards the maintenance of the graveyards were received from Kingsbury and Hurley churches.  These were discussed and it was proposed by Councillor I Thomas and seconded by Councillor H Phillips and agreed unanimously to give each church a grant of £850.00, the same as last year.
RESOLVED: A grant be given to Kingsbury and Hurley Churches in the sum of £850.00 each for help with graveyard maintenance.

886
Next Meeting
The next meeting including the Annual Meeting and Annual Assembly will be at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly on Wednesday 9th May 2007.  

887
Accounts for payment
It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor A Lewis:

RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs April





  £521.63
Piccadilly Community Centre (room hire)



    £12.00

Nuneaton Tree Surgeons (minute 847)




  £140.00
Kingsbury Parish Church (minute 885)




  £850.00
Hurley Parish Church (minute 885)




  £850.00

WALC Annual Subscription





  £825.00

Zurich Insurance Ltd






  £698.18

Bank Balances






  30th April 2007
Current A/c    £2827.90         Reserve A/c   £12,038.47        Capital Reserve A/c   £18,199.45

Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
