Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 19th January 2011, at 
Wood End Village Hall, Wood End.

Present:
Councillors: 
 Chair B Moss, A Simpson, K Carr, A Jenns, M Moss, A Lewis, C Ayasamy, I Thomas, J Thomas and J Whitby.

Clerk:
S Humphries

Public: One member of the public
Apologies:
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor H Phillips. 

797
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors B Moss, M Moss and A Lewis declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

· Councillors A Lewis declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Warwickshire CAVA Local Management Committee.

· Councillor J Thomas and A Lewis declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

798
Public Questions 

A member of the public raised concerns regarding the new play equipment being erected on the recreation ground in Kingsbury.  Namely the height and proximity to the properties in Church Lane and the graveyard.  For further information please see minute 802.
799
Minutes to be Approved
It was proposed by Cllr J Thomas and seconded by Cllr K Carr and agreed:

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 17th November 2010 are approved as a true record.  

800
Kingsbury Swimming Pool (775)
It is understood that a report on the progress made by the Steering Group is to be considered very soon at a Cabinet meeting of Warwickshire County Council.  More information will be available at the next parish meeting.
801
Steps and footway into the Water Park (776)
WCC have asked the Water Park what arrangements they have made to do some maintenance work to clear the steps and overgrown vegetation, but still no response has been received.  This will be chased again for an update as the steps are still in need of clearing.
802
Proposed New Play Equipment-Recreation Ground, K’bury (777)

The weather has severely delayed the work installing the equipment and it is still not finished.  There have been concerns received from local residents that some of the equipment is too high and too close to the graveyard.  We have had a site meeting with the contractors to discuss the height issues, proximity to the graveyard and houses, and any other issues raised.  This has been discussed at length by Councillors and we will be working with HAGs to modify certain items and get distances checked to ensure that we are working within guidelines set by NWBC planning department and safety guidelines for the equipment.  Further update in the next parish minutes.

803
Piccadilly Play Area – gap by the ‘kissing gate’ (778) 

Further information awaited from NWBC.  

804
Concerns regarding flooding and West Midlands Water Ski Centre (779)  

It was decided to remove this item from the minutes as we are happy that the matter is being dealt with by the Environment Agency.  It is a lengthy process and due to legal restrictions the information on progress cannot be published. 

805
Quality Parish Status (780)

No further progress has been made with this due to the workload associated with the new playground in Church Lane, Kingsbury and the budget/precept report being prepared.  The proposed newsletter is on hold until we have definite information on the completion and opening event for the playground which has been delayed by the bad weather.
806
Marking of road and speed humps in Wood End and Hurley (781)

Councillor A Simpson reported that only half of Knowle Hill had been lined.  WCC were aware of Smith Street, Wood End.  The Clerk will update WCC.  

807
Continuing Problems with  HGV vehicles through Whateley (782)

The new sign, which shows a road narrows sign above a lorry crossed through saying not suitable for HGVs, is now ordered.  The exact cost was £1229.00 which was higher than we had expected.  The Clerk queried this and WCC agreed to absorb some of the staff time costs and it would bring the cost to us down to £1094.00.  It will take approximately 12 weeks to complete the order and fitting of the sign.
808
Litter Bin for Tamworth Road (787) 

The procedure for the ordering and fitting of the litter bin are now in place.  NWBC have agreed to take over the maintenance and emptying of the bin for us and County Highways have stated that they have no objections to this.

809
Councillors Parish Matters raised September 2010 (788)

The following responses were received from the relevant authorities:

· Concerns re the stile into field at the bottom of Mill Crescent – WCC
have established that the stile is not on public footpath T55 or on a Public Right of Way. It is a stile on a route used by fishermen and there is no action that the Countryside Access Team can take on this as it is a private right being exercised on private land.
· State of access road to Bottom Lock Cottages, Bodymoor Heath – logged as reference 267810 at County Highways.  Highways have reported that this is not adopted and therefore the responsibility of the land owner.
810
Request for a Pelican Crossing Kingsbury (789)

Request for a pelican crossing on Coventry Road by Mill Crescent, Kingsbury – The need for a crossing has to be assessed initially using various criteria and there are very limited funds which are not available until next financial year.  The level of justification is the essential starting point for comparing sites to ensure that available resources are used effectively. The site can be assessed and WCC asked for an exact location in order to do this which will be sent to them.

811
Councillors Parish Matters raised October 2010 (791)

The following responses/updates have been received from the relevant authorities:

· Uneven tarmac on Tamworth Road, Kingsbury (no 29-35) – This has been checked by County Highways and found not to be in need of any work at the present time.
· Trees need pruning - St Margarets, Kingsbury – A letter has been sent to ask the owners to cut back vegetation adjoining bench junction Tamworth Rd.
· Lamp 9 out Hurley – There still seems to be a problem with this and it will be reported again.
· Missing Lamp Edge Hill and light on telegraph pole, Tamworth Road, Wood End not done – This will also be reported as still damaged.
812
Request for seat for Jubilee Ct bus shelter, K’bury (792)
The quote has now been received for a perch seat for the Jubilee Court bus shelter in Kingsbury.  The price has come in at more than we agreed due the size of the shelter and the position for fixing the seat.  Also the cost for fitting has been added.  The costs were discussed and it was proposed by Councillor A Jenns and seconded by Councillor K Carr and agreed by all 

RESOLVED: That a 2 bay perch seat be purchased with fitting at a revised cost of £348.00 for the Jubilee Court bus shelter.

813
Requests for funding help (793)
· Vitalise essential breaks for disabled people and carers – A letter asking for support was received which included expenditure for the whole of Warwickshire.  Councillors requested further information on expenditure in Kingsbury parish and unfortunately there was no evidence that any local residents had benefited from what Vitalise offer so a donation was not given.  
· Kingsbury Aquarius – A request for help with pool costs was received.  Councillors felt that this was not a cost that the parish council could help with, however, they have always said that they would consider supporting items of expenditure for example that could be specifically itemised, however this must be requested when a purchase is being looked into.
814
Council Taxbase and Precept Requirements for 2011/2012
Councillors considered a report provided by the Clerk, based on current expenditure and estimated out-turn for 2010/2011.  Councillors discussed this at length and it was proposed by Councillor I Thomas and seconded by Councillor A Lewis and agreed:-

RESOLVED: That an expenditure budget of £30,000 be approved for the year 2011/2012, and that the precept levy on North Warwickshire Borough Council would be £30,000 with no increase from last year. 
815
Planning Applications

Sportsmans Arms, Perryman Drive, Piccadilly – Demolition of public house and re-development consisting of 19 no: 2/3 bedroom dwellings with associated car parking.   The parish council sent objections and concerns to this planning application because it was breaking the building line of Piccadilly village and will therefore be using green belt land and the access via Perryman Drive is inadequate.
816
Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following items of correspondence at the meeting.  If any further information is required please contact the Clerk (details on the website):-
· Army Careers information office and the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers will be in Kingsbury on 8/1/11 by Jubilee Court am

· Grit bin requests
· NWBC-Interim Planning Policy Statement/Design brief consultation/addendum to Affordable Housing SPD.  Public consultation until 28/2/11. Details can be downloaded from www.northwarks.gov.uk 

· WALC Views needed on working within a cluster of local councils

· Proposals at Poplars Farm-plans for a major re-vamp of the farm

· LCR Winter Issue 2010

· HS2 Ltd proposed high speed rail link

· CAVA Connect newsletter December 2010

· Local Archive Project

· NWBC Northtalk December issue

· NWBC Red Box lottery to boost recycling visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/redboxlottery 

· Royal British Legion ‘Great Poppy Party Weekend’ June 2011

· Clerk’s and Council’s Direct January 2011

· Warwickshire Rural Housing Association’s Annual Report

· Bid to set up information points in rural villages in North Warks-Cllrs comments forwarded.
· Area Forum West 27th January Church Hall, Curdworth 6.30pm

· Withdrawal of budget from Beeline by WCC

· NWBC Area Forum Fund
· Newsletter WCC Implications of Financial Settlement for Local Authorities
817
Councillors Parish Matters raised January 2010

The following items were reported to the relevant authorities:

· Can Piccadilly Crescent be gritted in bad weather? – Cllr I Thomas
· Northtalk not delivered to some houses in Kingsbury – Cllr K Carr

· Zebra/Pelican crossing request for Trinity Road – Cllr A Lewis

· Bus companies not putting all customers through the ticket machines – Cllr A Simpson

· Bus stop post over at Pit Hill, Piccadilly – Cllr I Thomas

· Drain needing cleaning Trinity Road – Cllr I Thomas

· Deep pothole Pear Tree Avenue – Cllr C Ayasamy

· Speed Sign not working, Kingsbury– Cllr C Ayasamy

· Dog mess by co-op store, Kingbury – Cllr K Carr

· Parents driving into Kingsbury School too fast – Cllr K Carr

818
Review of Effectiveness of Audit 

A meeting is required once a year to review the accounts procedures for audit purposes.  The Chair, Vice-Chair and Clerk met in January to discuss this.  The outcome was that the system of accounting and the procedures in place by the Clerk and Internal Auditor are more than satisfactory and there is no need for any changes to be made.  It was proposed by Councillor I Thomas and seconded by Councillor B Moss and agreed by all:

RESOLVED: That a letter would be sent to the Internal Auditor each year for him to sign.  This would be his acceptance to audit the 2010/2011 accounts for us at the agreed price which for now would remain unchanged.

819
Future Meeting Dates
This will be Wednesday, 16th February 2011. at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly.  
Councillor I Thomas proposed and Councillor A Jenns seconded that the dates for the parish meetings be agreed as the third Wednesday in the month.  This was upheld by majority vote.

RESOLVED: The Meeting Dates for 2011 were agreed as the third Wednesday in the month (except August and December) and will be posted on the website and notice boards around the parish.  
820
Accounts for payment 

It was proposed by Councillor A Jenns and seconded by Councillor I Thomas: 
RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Hire of Wood End Village Hall





£14.00

Administration Costs January






£817.83
WCC Lifeguard Costs (Aug-Dec)





£992.00
NWBC Grounds Maintenance Costs (Interim payment)


£2564.47

Bank Balances 





      31st January 2011
Current A/c








£2,277.99
Reserve A/c








£30,685.94
Capital Reserve A/c







£10,117.11
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
