Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 15th November 2006, at Wood End Village Hall, Wood End.

Present:
Councillors: 
L Forsyth (Chair), B Moss, I Thomas, A Jenns, 
H Phillips, and S Boydell 

Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors: M Moss
A Lewis, S Ayasamy and F Takrouri

740
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillor Forsyth declared a personal interest in any matters relating to Waterloo Housing Association, by reason of a family member being an employee.

· Councillors L Forsyth, B Moss, and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Centre.

741
Minutes

It was proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor S Boydell:

Resolved - That the minutes of the meeting held on 18th October 2006, are approved as a true record.
742
Public Questions 

There were no public questions raised although a resident asked for some points to be taken into consideration when discussing minute number 743.
743
Bus Shelters/Bus Stops (717)
· Kingsbury new site for bus stop – The Clerk will contact the contractor to arrange a date for the hard-standing to be laid.  Councillors discussed and agreed which type and size of shelter would be suitable for the future so that fixing is compatible.  

· Piccadilly request for bus shelter – It was discussed and agreed to get costs for hard-standing at the Piccadilly bus stop and also having a shelter in the future when funds allow.
· The Clerk was asked to complete two (WASP) application forms for help with bus shelter costs at Kingsbury and Piccadilly.  Warwickshire Access to Services Partnership Scheme (WASP) is a small grant scheme that allows Parish Councils and other organisations to apply for funding in order to make access to services and employment improvements.  £1000.00 can be applied for towards the cost of a new shelter.  

744
New Street Lamps – Piccadilly (718)

WCC have agreed to install and service three additional 5m lighting columns in Piccadilly.  All WCC funding has been allocated for 2006/2007 but this work will be added to the list of minor works to be discussed in early Spring.

745
Fibre optic speed signs for Hurley (719)
The mobile ‘speedaware’ operator was deployed on the 31st October.  A resident commented that it did not operate during the rush hour traffic.  WCC explained that it is difficult to get the operators in place and set up in time as they are based in Warwick, however, they will speak to them and see if they can start earlier to catch the rush hour traffic.  The next day for the operator to be in Hurley is 23rd January 2007.  Further information is awaited on the temporary fixed sign.
746
Ditch opposite Brick Kiln Lane, Knowle Hill (720)
Concerns have been raised that the ditch smells, is overgrown and full of litter.  County Highways have previously written to the landowner to clean it out to no avail. The Clerk is now waiting to hear what further action can be taken.  

747
Hurley Village Hall (722)
· Pavements/roads outside Hurley Village Hall   -  The work is now finally completed with just the white lining of the car park spaces to be finished.
· Flower bed at the rear of the Village Hall  -  The Clerk has asked NWBC to advise when the best time of year is for the tidy-up work to take place.  A reply is awaited.
748
Kingsbury Link Signing (735)
The new signs have now been erected to try and direct lorries away from the low bridge at Piccadilly.  WCC decided not to erect the sign between Dunton Island and Lea Marston as planned, to establish what impact the other signs would have.  It could be put up at a later date if necessary.  

Councillor Thomas reported a very small improvement but it is still a concern and he felt that the other sign was needed.  He reported that lorries were also now driving past the Kingsbury Link turn and approaching the bridge from the other side.  The Clerk was asked to write to DFDS and Waystone to suggest a larger more prominent sign be put up at the entrance to Kingsbury Link so that lorries approaching from the A5 direction will turn left into Kingsbury Link at the island. 

A letter has been received asking for any comments to be put forward so they can be included in the second edition of the Warwickshire Advisory Lorry Route Map.  The Clerk was asked to relay to WCC that low bridges needed to be marked in a prominent manner.
749
Hedge, Whateley Lane (736)
A hedge is over hanging the lane and in need of trimming.  The responsibility lies with the owner of the field.  County Highways have written to the owner and the hedges have now been cut back.
750
Wood End Road Re-surfacing (737)
The selection of roads for surface dressing is based on the porosity of the road surface and its skid resistance.  Wood Street had recently been re-surfaced and as other roads in the area reach the criteria they will be surface dressed. 
751
Correspondence

The Clerk reported on the following:-

· Environment Agency Flood Roadshow

· An obstructed school crossing patrol light - reported

· Clerks and Councils Direct issue November 2006

· Open Spaces Society –registering new greens

751
Correspondence continued
· Environment Agency Focus newsletter

· NWBC Planning consultation 161 Tamworth Road, Kingsbury

· NWBC-Statement of Community Involvement submission draft

· West Midlands Regional Assembly-Speaking Out Issue 12

· Countryside Alliance – save the rural Post Offices

· WALC Newsletter November 2006 (copied to Councillors)

· NALC-Local Government White Paper-Strong & Prosperous Communities Reflective Summary

· Trees, Wood Street – no date confirmed as yet for planting new trees

· Hurley and Wood End Play Areas – Work to begin soon
752
Sycamore Road Speeding Traffic
A follow up letter was received from a resident concerned about the speed of traffic in Sycamore Road.  He had previously reported his concerns to the Parish Council.  The Police were informed at the time and again following this letter.  It was reported to WCC who have looked into the speeding and although they say there is a small problem with speed compliance, they cannot implement any speed enforcement measures due to operational constraints.

753
Firework Display

It had been reported to Councillor Moss that a firework display had taken place at Kingsbury Recreation Ground and that permission was not sought from the Parish Council to use the land.  Also there was a lot of litter and firework remains left on the recreation ground.

The Clerk contacted the Country Club and was informed that someone not connected with the club had let a whole box of fireworks off.  The Club had to get their guests indoors as they were worried about their safety.  It was not an organised event and nothing to do with the Country Club.
754
Broken Slabs, Raised walkway, Water Park

Councillor A Jenns asked the Clerk to report broken slabs on the raised walkway to Kingsbury Water Park.

755
Proposed Footpath Vicarage Bridge to Trinity Road

Councillor Phillips asked the Clerk to find out if a new footpath proposed some time ago was scheduled to be implemented.  

756
Kingsbury Railway Station Campaign

A campaign was set up back in the mid eighties and money was raised towards a railway station at Kingsbury.  This has been dormant for a number of years now and although a station is still part of the transport plan it is not known when or if it will get implemented.  It is intended to pass the money, approximately £2600.00, onto the Parish Council in January if there are no objections raised.
This was discussed and it was unanimously agreed that if the amount was given to Kingsbury Parish Council general fund that it would not be squandered.  It would be spent with transport in mind and to benefit the community.  If a station became an option for the future then the Parish Council could make available a similar sum of money if needed.
757
Kingsbury Playground Inspection Report

The November report stated that there was a small hole in the wet pour surface.  As this was relatively new the Clerk would investigate further to see if it is still under guarantee.  Also some of the swing seats are cut and there is graffiti on the large swings frame.  The Clerk will report back to the next meeting.
758
Warwickshire and Northamptonshire Air Ambulance

A letter was received asking for any donations towards the running costs of the air ambulance.  This is funded entirely by donations and has saved hundreds of lives in the three years it has been running.  This was discussed and it was proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor H Phillips and agreed unanimously: 

RESOLVED: That a donation of £100.00 be given to the Warwickshire and Northamptonshire Air Ambulance to help towards the upkeep of the ambulance.
759
County Highway matters

The following will be reported to County Highways:-
Bus Stop, Wood End needs attention - Councillor Lewis had been approached by a resident and asked to report that the grass and hedges need cutting back and the gully in front of the stop needs cleaning. 
Kerbs outside Co-op and the Red Box, Wood End – These need repairing and a long continuous kerb was going to be put there.  A date for the work will be chased.
760
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly - Wednesday 17th January 2007.
The Methodist Church in Kingsbury was not available for meetings as the only room suitable was booked on the evenings needed.  The Clerk is looking into other options in the area for the February meeting.

761 Accounts for payment
It was proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor I Thomas:

RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Wood End Village Hall - Hire of Hall for meeting    

       £12.00

Clerk’s Salary November





     £519.76
Clerk’s Salary December 





     £519.76

Inland Revenue (Oct – Dec)





     £671.21

Warwickshire & Northampshire Air Ambulance


     £100.00

NWBC-Part of Grounds Maintenance charges 2006/7

   £1845.18

NWBC – Part payment due Hurley and Wood End Play areas
  £2,639.24

WCC - Pool Hire






  £1,326.00

Bank Balances




31st December 2006
Current Account





  £1,453.49
Reserve Account 





  £2,724.47
Capital Reserve Account




£18,140.27
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
