Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 21st May 2008, at Kingsbury School, Kingsbury
Present:
Councillors: 
A Jenns (Chair), A Lewis, H Phillips, J Whitby, 
J Thomas, I Thomas, M Moss, A Simpson and C Ayasamy.

Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr B Moss and Cllr K Giles
163
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors A Lewis, M Moss and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor A Lewis declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor J Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association and North Warwickshire CVS.
· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

164
Minutes

It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor A Lewis and agreed by all:

RESOLVED - That the minutes of the meeting held on 16th April 2008, are approved as a true record.

165
Litter bin for Kingsbury bus stop (138)

NWBC have again chased up the order as a matter of urgency and are waiting for the Installer to contact them to explain the delay.  

166
Speeding vehicles in Hurley (139)
The Project Leader from WCC was unable to attend the April Parish Council meeting.  The Clerk will try and arrange for him to attend the June meeting.

167
Garden area behind the Village Hall, Hurley (140)

The Clerk has spoken to Waterloo Housing and they were going to get someone out to look at the work needed.  Hurley Community Association report that the only work done was some weeding and this was done by HCA.  The Clerk will speak to Waterloo again to try and get a satisfactory solution to this as residents in Club Drive are paying a small amount in maintenance charges for this work to be done.
168
Lorries using Railway Bridge to access EMR, Trinity Road (141)
The ongoing problem of lorries queueing outside the site continues to be a cause for concern as does the noise from the site.  The problems have been reported to EMR and no response has been received.  This will be followed up.

169
Insurance for 2008/2009 (142)
The Clerk confirmed that the insurance cover had been renewed and the Employers’ Liability Certificate received for 2008/2009.  The items insured to be confirmed for the Assets Register.
170
Parish Matters (143)
· The footway at the bottom of the steps into the Water Park is in a dangerous state – Work is now scheduled to start on 27th May to replace the flood walk with very thick concrete slabs.  The contractor has apologised for the delay.
The site meeting with County Highways and WCC concluded that the condition of the steps is satisfactory and there are no subsidence problems, but the handrail at the top of the steps is too low.  This work will be carried out by the contractor at the same time as the floodwalk work.
· Trees need trimming in Wood Street – Countryside Recreation have met Councillors A Lewis and H Phillips on site to discuss the issues.  It was agreed that WCC would trim the trees back in about six weeks.  This would keep the road clear for large vehicles and ensure the branches are not protruding onto front gardens.
· Piccadilly playground-access for motor bikes – This will be looked into by NWBC.

171
Path by Willow Close, Kingsbury (144)
The path is a public right of way and therefore would be difficult to get closed.  The Parish Council would need extensive evidence before forwarding this to County Highways.  Concerns were raised as to what would happen to the space if the path were to be closed.  More letters from residents are awaited before any further action can be taken.  
172
Alcohol Free Zones (146)
Concerns about underage drinking and the sale of alcohol in Kingsbury to under 18s has raised the issue of whether the area by the shops in Kingsbury could be made alcohol free.  This matter has been discussed at the Area Forum meeting in April and at a Portfolio meeting on Crime and Disorder at the end of April.  Councillor Phillips, who is a member of the Portfolio group will report back when any progress is made.
173
Kingsbury Swimming Pool (147)
A meeting was held in May with WCC, the Pool Manager, Clerk and Councillors to clarify the use of Kingsbury Swimming Pool for parish sessions and to review the system for payment/collection of monies for the coming financial year.  WCC suggested another meeting in July, to include representatives from the Clubs using the pool in parish time, to discuss future charges and conditions for the pool use which will come into effect from September 2008.
174
When will power be restored to the lamps in Hurley Common?  (148)

WCC have been told that there has been some major work undertaken by Central Networks and there is no longer any supply in the area.  This is being investigated and we are awaiting the outcome.  To be followed up.
175
NWBC – Grounds Maintenance Services for 2008-2009 (149)
The quote for Grounds Maintenance Services 2008-2009 includes work to some footpaths in Kingsbury, Wood End and Hurley.  The Clerk was asked to check if we could claim something back from WCC for this work.  The County Council are unable to pay towards the costs of the work, but the Clerk will try and ascertain exactly what we pay for in the grounds maintenance charge as the Hurley ‘Black Path’ T53 needs cutting back and there is some confusion as to who is responsible for this.

176
Proposed Play Equipment-K’bury Recreation Ground, Church Lane (152)
The Parish Council is hoping to contribute to and get funding to provide some new play equipment for the recreation ground at Church Lane, Kingsbury.  

It was unanimously decided that a sub committee would meet prior to the June meeting, to decide on the way forward for this project with regard to consultation/funding etc.  The Clerk would gather some basic information ready for this meeting and then report back to the June parish meeting.
177
Proposed Hurley Pharmacy (153)
A letter of objection was sent from the Parish Council and it has been confirmed that it was received.  This would seriously threaten the local surgery which relies on dispensing prescriptions for a large chunk of its income.  No further information is available yet.
178
WCC Proposed Recycling Centre, Baddesley Ensor (158)
WCC are proposing a Recycling Centre/Waste Transfer Station at Lower House Farm, Baddesley Ensor.  Plans will be submitted later in the year, but the initial opinion was that the site was not suitable and would create a problem with the volume of traffic.  There are plans to improve the access to the site and the road immediately outside and these details will all be available at a local event planned before the planning application is submitted.  A possible venue for this public meeting will be Wood End Village Hall.  Details will be made available in the near future.
179
BT – Proposals to remove pay-phones (159)
BT are proposing to remove three payphones in the Parish, namely at Whateley, Cliff and near the shops at Jubilee Court.  Confirmation has been received from NWBC that the objections the Parish Council lodged have been received. 
180
Parish Issues raised (160)
The following will be reported to the appropriate authority:-

· Traffic light bent, Piccadilly – This has been straightened.
· Excessive Rubbish and needles found on Recreation Ground – This has been reported to NWBC and they pass onto the police any reports of needles being found.
· Pavements getting more uneven by Kingsbury Co-op – This pavement still does not score highly enough to qualify as a priority site, therefore there is no work planned for the short term.
· Parents driving too fast from Trinity Road into Kingsbury School to drop off children – This has been reported to the School and the police and is being followed up.
· Large number of Pupils ripping up letters outside the school – This has been reported to the Headteacher and action will be taken to try and ensure that this does not happen again.
· Dog bin needed on the recreation ground (Church Lane) – This would be the Parish Council’s responsibility to provide a dog bin.  This was discussed and decided not to buy one at the present time but to monitor the situation.
· Is Kingsbury going to get plastic recycling? – A leaflet has recently been put through doors explaining where and what can be recycled.
· Sign for Pitt Hill has a letter missing – This has been reported to NWBC.
· Road sign missing from junction of B4098 Coventry Road and Hurley turn off – This was removed for repair following a road traffic accident and has now been re-erected.
· Lamp number 3 has been demolished, Hurley Common – This has been reported but no response received in time for the meeting.
181
Correspondence

The Clerk reported on the following:-

· NWBC Identification of New Sites for Development

· NALC LCR Journal May 2008

· Clerks and Councils Direct May 2008

· Open Spaces Society – green Alert Campaign

· Playground Inspection Report – NWBC have been reminded to repaint the swing frame for us as previously agreed.
· WCC Application for an advisory disabled parking space-no objections
· Parish Council Bank Accounts-Bank charges do not apply to Parish Councils despite recent correspondence received indicating this may be the case.
182
Councillors Parish Issues raised in May
The following will be reported to the appropriate authorities:-

· Pot hole, Sycamore Road at the junction with Elm Tree – Cllr A Jenns
· Can County Highways chase up the contractors to repair the grass verges when the work on the Islington site is finished? – Cllr A Lewis

· Bridge Street sign post has fallen into residents garden – Cllr A Simpson

183
Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be at Wood End Village Hall on Wednesday 18th June 2008. 
184
Accounts for payment
It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor I Thomas:

RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs May





     £582.16
Internal Auditor






     £125.00

WCC (Aquarius pool fees)





     £429.00

Capitol Joinery (Hurley Village Hall – doors/windows

   £5049.56
(money received from Waterloo Housing and HCA towards this invoice)
Bank Balances






31st May 2008
Current A/c







    £2,547.21
Reserve A/c







  £14,537.00
Capital Reserve A/c






  £10,037.45
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
