Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 18th March 2009, at Kingsbury School, Kingsbury

Present:
Councillors: 
A Jenns (Chair), H Phillips, J Whitby, 

A Simpson, B Moss, M Moss, A Lewis, J Thomas, I Thomas, and C Ayasamy

Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr K Giles 

348
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors B Moss, M Moss, A Lewis and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillors J Thomas and A Lewis declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association.

349
Public Questions 

No public questions were raised at the meeting.  

350
Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr C Ayasamy and seconded by Cllr B Moss and agreed by all:

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 24th February 2009 are approved as a true record.

351
Steps and footway into the Water Park (325)

The work is being arranged for late March so that the costs will fall in the next financial year.  This involves raising the height of the hand rail along the side of the steps, erecting a section of metal fencing at the point the path crosses the brook close to the bottom of the steps and to surface a small section of T27.

352
When will power be restored to the lamps in Hurley Common?  (326)

WCC have now been informed by E-on that the reconnection of service will take place on 14th April 2009.
353
‘Black Path’ (327)
WCC have suggested to NWBC that chicanes are created at the two points where they leave Meadow Road and Hawthorn Avenue, Hurley so as to prevent access by motorcyclists and those using quads.  WCC say that the two small lengths of path are not on the definitive paths list and therefore not their responsibility.  A cost has been requested for the chicanes by NWBC and the Parish Council so they know how much is needed and can look into possible funding.
354
Proposed Play Equipment-K’bury Recreation Ground, Church Lane (328)

NWBC have received completed ‘picksheets’ from some local groups but it was felt that not enough groups had been consulted.  Other groups in Kingsbury were suggested to ensure forms were received from all ages from ‘tots to teens’ and Councillors, the Clerk and NWBC will arrange for these to be consulted.  It is hoped to have the results in time for the Play Company to design the play area, based on the local preferences, and cost it out in time for the next parish meeting.
355
Proposed Household Waste Recycling/Transfer Centre (329)  

At the WCC Regulatory Committee meeting in February there were many issues still to resolve and the application will now be discussed in July.
356
Piccadilly Play Area (330) 

The gap by the ‘kissing gate’ left by the contractors when fitting Piccadilly play area needs blocking off.  NWBC have no funding at present for this but it was suggested that the contractor should sort this out.  The Clerk will liaise with NWBC.
357
North Arden Heritage Trail project (331)

The North Arden Heritage Trail project launch meeting on 26th February, was well attended.  General information and all about the project can be found on the website www.northwarks.gov.uk/ardentrail  There is also a free Stone Carving Workshop at Nether Whitacre Village Hall on Saturday 21st March. 
358
Adoption Scheme - Red Telephone Kiosks (333)
BT have now received authorisation from NWBC to allow adoption of the kiosk.  In order to process the application an ‘Adopt a Kiosk’ agreement form needs to be completed.  The Clerk has been advised to get the legal section to look over the agreement before signing.  

359
Councillors Parish matters raised Jan 09 (334)

The following answers have been received from the relevant authorities:

· No street lighting along the path between the houses at Piccadilly – WCC have confirmed that the footpath in Piccadilly is maintained by them so they would be able to install/own/maintain additional street lighting if they can find the funds.  The cost would be in the region of £3,500 as there is no power running along the footpath.  It will be put on the improvement request list, which is capital funded.  WCC suggested trying the County Councillor to see if he has any funds available, but unfortunately these are all allocated.
· The lamp is out on the Central reservation at the southern entrance to Mill Crescent – This has been fixed but the reason the hatpins are always on continuously is due to cost effectiveness (the type that switch off have a high cost of repair) and if the weather is overcast they can still be seen.
· A panel is missing from the Wood End bus stop – The damage has become worse than first reported and Queensbury Shelters considered it debatable whether it would be worth repairing after looking at photographs taken of the damage.  The Clerk asked a local workman who had done work for us on the Mill Crescent shelter to look at it.  He found some of the panels thrown in the hedge and has quoted around £300.00 for the repairs using the old Perspex panels.  It was proposed by Cllr A Lewis and seconded by Cllr J Thomas and agreed by all:
RESOLVED: The repairs to the shelter be carried out with the cost in the region of £300.00 and that in the future it could be looked into replacing the shelter.
· Up-to-date copies requested of the Local Definitive footpath maps – WCCs Access Information officer has explained that the maps are subject to copyright and she has sent a copy to the Clerk.  The copy will be brought to meetings so that any matters arising to do with footpaths can be clarified.
360
Piccadilly Post box removed (337) 

A new post box should have been installed before the old one was removed.  Royal Mail is looking into this.  Councillor I Thomas reported that a piece of land has been acquired but planning permission has to be gained in order to build a wall to put the box in.
361
Grit Bin request for Ferndale Close in Hurley (339)
Unfortunately there is no record of Ferndale Close, Hurley in the official register (The Gazetteer) so it would appear to be un-adopted highway, therefore a private drive and we would not be able to put a grit box on a private road.  
362
WCC - Bus Information Points (340)
The County Council are carrying out a programme of installing Bus Information Points (BIPs) in Towns and larger villages.  The initiative is part of the Warwickshire Local Transport Plan 2006-2011.  The BIP consists of a bus route map and essential information such as various contact details.  Councillors B Moss, M Moss and C Ayasamy met a representative from WCC to discuss the site for the Kingsbury BIP.  It will be positioned on the slope towards the shops at Jubilee Court.
363
Request for funding – Hurley Kings Football Club (342)
Hurley Kings football club have thanked the Parish Council for the donation towards new kits for two new age groups and they have looked into putting the parish logo/name on the shirts but the cost would be another £100.00.  This was discussed and it was unanimously decided not to go ahead at this stage with the extra cost as funds are being allocated for other projects.
364
Community Speed Watch (343)
The Community Speed Watch scheme provides an innovative solution to enable local communities to actively take control of their problem speeding areas in partnership with the Borough Council and the Police.  The scheme involves members of the public volunteering their time to raise awareness of the dangers of speeding and record motorist speeds.  Councillor C Ayasamy is in the process of collecting signatures on Sycamore Road, Kingsbury and needs 200 and at least 6 volunteers for the scheme to get underway.

365
Councillors Parish matters raised February (345) 

The following replies were received from the relevant authorities:-

· Pothole Sycamore Road – This has been filled in.
· Settee dumped at the Tamworth end of Kingsbury – This has been removed
· Path edges need trimming on the Church Road recreation ground – NWBC say that this is not covered in the regular work, but they can quote for a one-off or annual trim and add it to the schedule.  The Clerk to get a price for the next meeting.
· Road needs attention on Tamworth Road by the Islington development following the building work – County Highways are planning to build up the verge when the weather improves.  Councillor A Lewis pointed out that the bus stop would also need raising and the area is in need of cleaning.
· Piccadilly side of the lights there is a fridge and a litter pick is needed – This has been removed and tidied.
366
Correspondence


The Clerk reported on the following:-
· WCC Definitive Map Modification Order No 8 Path T34x, parishes of Kingsbury and Nether Whitacre, was quashed in the High Court

· Town and Parish Standard – February 2009

· Clerks and Councils Direct March 2009

· WCC Invite from Chairman of the County Council to Drinks Reception 28/3/09
· WRCC Warwickshire Best Kept Village Competition 2009

· NALC – LCR March Issue

366
Correspondence continued


· Open Space magazine Volume 29

· Playground Inspection Report

· Quality Parish Status Scheme Introductory Talk invite
· Police Community Information

· North Warwickshire Partnership Day 25th March 2009

367
Legal Diversion of Public Footpath T47

The legal line of a path is obstructed by a pond but also crosses a section of the brook that is far too wide to be bridged.  WCC have the landowner’s permission for it to be diverted onto an existing bridge but this needs improvement work and the legal process to reduce the landowners liability.  A letter of support for the application is being asked for from the Parish Council to speed the process up and get the path open and available more quickly.  Councillors have asked the Clerk to find out why a diversion order wasn’t sought when the pond was put in and when it was built before discussing it further.
368
Councillors Parish matters raised March 

The following have been raised with the relevant authorities:-

· Bottles and clothes from the Kingsbury bottle banks are being strewn around – Cllr B Moss

· Road under the bridge at Piccadilly is in need of repair and the damaged kerb stones are getting worse – Cllr I Thomas

· Can we look into funding to replace the bench in Piccadilly that was damaged in a car accident? – Cllr I Thomas
· The manhole cover opposite the entrance to the Methodist Church needs attention – Cllr C Ayasamy

369
Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be Wednesday 21st  April 2009. at Wood End Village Hall. 
370
Accounts for payment 

It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor A Lewis: 
RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs March




       £712.57
Broker Network Ltd – Insurance



       £618.24

Photocopying costs





         £19.69

WCC Swimming Club costs




    £2,040.00

NWBC Grounds Maintenance costs/Litter Bin

       £618.83

HM Revenue and Customs




       £762.71

Carbron Ltd – Repair of Wood End Bus Shelter(min 359)
        £335.00

Bank Balances






31st March 2009
Current A/c







£4,260.59
Reserve A/c







£9,157.69
Capital Reserve A/c






£10,110.01
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
