Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 21st March 2007, at Wood End Village Hall, Wood End.

Present:
Councillors: 
L Forsyth (Chair), B Moss, I Thomas, A Jenns, 

H Phillips, M Moss, A Lewis, and S Boydell 

Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors R Cox, 

F Takrouri and S Ayasamy
824
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillor Forsyth declared a personal interest in any matters relating to Waterloo Housing Association, by reason of a family member being an employee.

· Councillors L Forsyth, A Lewis, B Moss, and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Centre.

· Councillor B Moss declared a personal interest in the Minute concerning the planning application for a bus shelter and took no part in the discussion.

825
Minutes

It was proposed by Councillor A Lewis and seconded by Councillor M Moss:

Resolved - That the minutes of the meeting held on 21st February 2007, are approved as a true record.

826
Public Questions  

There were no public questions raised.
827
Bus Shelters/Bus Stops (794)
· Proposed Bus shelter for Kingsbury bus stop – The Clerk has written to NWBC addressing the objection issues raised by residents, but has since received further objections from the Highways Authority.  These are concerns with traffic pulling out of Ralph Crescent and pedestrians crossing the road.  A further letter will be sent to NWBC as it was discussed at length and decided not to withdraw the application.  

Similar conditions exist around the parish where stops are close to junctions and Councillors took advice from Arriva and WCC throughout the process of installing a new site for this bus stop.
· Proposed Piccadilly bus shelter – The hardstanding has now been laid and the lengthy process of applying for planning permission from NWBC and funding from a WCC scheme (Parish Council Bus Shelter Scheme) has begun.
828
Speeding vehicles in Hurley (795)
A traffic survey has been carried out in Hurley Common.  The purpose is to establish the true speed of vehicles over at least a one week period.  Residents and Councillors raised the point that the site chosen for the wires was an area where numerous parked cars are and the reading would not give a true picture of the speed.  This was reported to WCC and the positioning changed.  When this information is available the possibility of reducing the speed limit can be assessed.
829
Proposed Footpath between Whateley Villa’s and Kingsbury Link (797)
This footpath proposal was considered at the Transport Capital Seminar in February 2007.  County Councillor B Moss fully supported this scheme.  However the preliminary estimate for the scheme was £30,000 and further funding towards it would be needed as the delegated budget is for small scale local transport improvements of which there are four identified schemes and not sufficient money for all to go ahead without other contributions.
A recent site visit by WCC and Network Management has found a few issues that have made the scheme significantly more expensive than first thought.  This takes the proposed cost to approximately £50,000 which is unfortunately outside the delegated budget for this scheme.  Councillor Moss will continue to look into ways of getting funding for this footpath to go ahead.
830
North Warwickshire Play Strategy  (802)
A small number of young people and members of NWBC attended the February meeting.  Following a discussion it was decided that the NWBC Officers and young people would initiate a consultation for some equipment etc in the Kingsbury area.  The young people could then apply for funding themselves.  NWBC would report back when any further information is available.

831
Post Box, Sycamore Road (803)
Royal Mail has placed a job with ROMEC to get the box painted in the next week.  However, priority must always be given to damaged post boxes containing mail but hopefully this will be painted very soon as it was not attended to last year as promised. 
832
Street Light out (804)
A street light is out by the play area at Piccadilly.  The light does not come under WCC’s responsibility.  The Clerk has written to the Manager of the Jewel in the Crown Public House asking that they get the light repaired for safety reasons.  It is still not repaired so another request will be sent.
833
Footpath Maps for the Parish (806)
Councillor B Moss will follow this up and find out if we could be informed of any paths that had been stopped up or changed in the last 5 years.  

834
Motorbike Nuisance in Wood End (807)
The increase in motorbike nuisance in Wood End has been reported to the Police and the damaged swing gate at the bottom of Wood Street, which is not helping the problem, has been reported to the Ministry of Defence.
835
County Highways Matters Raised (808)
The following were reported to County Highways:-

· Kerbs outside Co-op and the Red Box, Wood End – County Highways have informed us that the original plan to replace the kerbs with in-situ concrete is not allowed, so new kerbs have been laid instead.  Councillors Lewis and Phillips reported that the repair is not acceptable and is already breaking up due to continuous use of vehicles and the kerbs not being bedded in deep enough.  The Clerk will report back to County Highways.
836
Street Signage (812)
The following signs were reported to WCC and the replies are as follows:

· ‘No through’ Road sign, Coventry Road, Kingsbury (‘Millionaires Row’) – This is not in need of any maintenance.
· ‘Single Track’ sign, Dexter Lane, Hurley – This will be re-erected as soon as possible.
· ‘School this Way’ sign Tamworth Road, Wood End – This will be repaired and re-erected.
837
WALC Nominations for Royal Garden Party 10/7/07 (813)
A correctly completed form has been acknowledged for Councillor I Thomas.  All nominations will then go into a hat for selection and the successful nominees will be informed by the end of March. 
838
Verge Damage, Hurley Common (814)
County Highways have inspected the verges and do not consider the damage serious enough to take any action.  WCC have informed us that the weight limit for vehicles using the main Kingsbury to Atherstone Road and the road running north from Hurley is 7.5 tonnes.  If signs are in place then this can be enforced by Police, unless the vehicle is using the road to access a location within the area covered by the weight limit.
839
Raised Walkway, Kingsbury Water Park (815)
The raised walkway in the Water Park is in a poor state.  This has been inspected by WCC and some of the surface dressing has washed away but there is no problem to walkers.  There are remedial works in hand and if there are any further problems then the affected area (a small stretch close to the river) can be tarmaced.
840
Damage to Mill Crescent bus shelter (816)
The bus shelter has now been repaired at a cost of £175.00.
841
Parking, Barlow Court, Kingsbury (818)
The Police are looking into ways of solving, and dealing with the problems of parking on double yellow lines in Barlow Court.  This is an on-going problem for residents.  The Police will hopefully be available for the next meeting to report their progress to Councillors.
842
Police Phone book entry (820)
The Police have confirmed that the entry in the local phone book is correct as all calls would be directed through to the Leek Wooton switchboard anyway, but they will look into the lack of number in the Yellow Pages under ‘Police Stations and Headquarters’ for Warwickshire Police.
843
Proposed Recycling Plant at Baxterley (821)
The Clerk from Baxterley Parish Council has sent some details through about the proposed Recycling Plant.  Councillors agreed that a letter of objection should be written on the grounds of the impact on the local road network which will in turn have an effect on village roads in this Parish.  

844
Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following:-

· Borough/Parish Council elections – 3rd May 2007.  Nomination papers for existing members who are standing for re-election.
· NWBC-DFDS Planning Application Decision-Granted.  Informatives:  “The applicants are advised they should notify all drivers of vehicles over 3.5 metres in height that they must access the premises from Junction 10 on the M42 to avoid the height restriction under the railway bridge on the C122, Trinity Road at Piccadilly”.
· Proposed Closure of BT Phonebox at Knowle Hill, Hurley

· North Warwickshire Tourism News

· NWBC-Proposed Telecommunication Works, Kingsbury School

· NWBC-Government Consultation regarding the Post Office network

· Delay in the opening of Coleshill Parkway, a rail station and transport interchange.  Routine testing has shown that some of the fill material used in the construction does not meet the specification requirements and may have to be replaced.  The delay in opening could be 3 months or more.
· Invitation from Chair of County Council

· Open Space Spring 2007 Volume 28

· The Heart of England Community Foundation Grants-These are for projects benefiting the under 19s or projects tackling poverty related disadvantage.  Any ideas to be brought to future meetings.
· NALC Official Journal

· Town and Parish Standards – March 2007

· Clerk and Councils direct March 2007

· WCC The Essentials publication

· Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull ‘Parish Bap’

· NWBC ‘The One Stop Shop’ a new information & advice centre-see website.
· WCC The ‘PHILLIS’ service – more information on website
· Zurich Municipal Insurance – Policy renewal.  The Clerk reported on the changes made to next year’s cover to keep it up-to-date.
845
New Street Lights Piccadilly

Councillor Thomas questioned the positioning of the light columns as the original plan was to have a light on the Piccadilly side of Trinity Road.  Councillor Moss contacted WCC and was told that it was significantly less expensive to have an electricity supply installed into a column opposite the Bus Shelter on Trinity Road than on the same side.  Councillors agreed to wait and see what the effect was when the power was installed and the job finished. 
846
Pot holes Mill Crescent Estate

Councillor Jenns raised concerns about the amount of pot holes in Mill Crescent.  County Highways have responded and said that they have been marked for patching in advance of the road being surface dressed this summer.  Concerns were raised that some of the pot holes were not marked up and the Clerk would chase this up.
847
Tree down by the White Swan Public House

County Highways were called out to a tree down, obstructing the footpath by the White Swan Public House.  They made it safe for pedestrians but it is on Parish land and needs removing.  The Clerk had been given a cost of £140.00 for the work.  This was proposed by Councillor Lewis and seconded by Councillor Jenns and agreed:
RESOLVED:  That the Clerk arranges the removal of the tree at a cost of £140.00.
848
Whateley Lane - Heavy Vehicles

Heavy goods vehicles using the Rush Lane/Whateley Lane route are still causing residents concern.  WCC are in the process of looking into new signs but have come up against problems with the site and size of the proposed signs.  The Clerk will contact WCC with the ideas discussed by Councillors and see what progress has been made.
849
Britannia Aquanauts hire of Kingsbury Swimming Pool

A letter was received from Britannia Aquanauts who use the pool in Parish Time.  They are having problems with membership numbers and asked if they could be given some time to try and recruit more members before paying the annual fees.  Councillors and WCC have agreed to this as it would be a great shame to have to close the club after 20 years of them using the pool.
850
Lighting Issues raised
The following were reported to WCC:
· Street light number 3 out in Johnson Street, Wood End – Cllr Phillips

· Light at the junction of Smith Street and Woodlands is faulty – Cllr Phillips

· Trinity Road, one light still out before railway bridge- Cllrs Moss/Thomas

851
County Highways Matters Raised
The following will be reported to County Highways:-
· Pot holes on the corner of Queensway/Knowle Hill are causing wheelchair users problems – Cllr Lewis

· A pot hole in Boulters Lane – Cllr Lewis

· Grass is churned up by Wood End School due to parked cars and the school bus trying to get past them – Cllr Lewis

· A suggestion for a barrier by the Hurley play area to stop children running onto the road was considered, but on further investigation it would not be possible as NWBC need access to cut the grass – Cllr Lewis

· A storm drain is upside down in Bridge Street – Cllr Phillips
· The Piccadilly sign by the Oil Terminal is folded over – Cllr M Moss

852
Manhole, Brick Kiln Lane
The scheduled work to put a new manhole in opposite number 5 Brick Kiln Lane was reported by Councillor Lewis as still not complete.  The Clerk has contacted Severn Trent on numerous occasions to check on progress and was told that the work was scheduled for January.  This will be followed up again.
853
Matters Raised re Bus Timetables and Fares
· Councillor M Moss pointed out that the bus timetables had been put on the wrong side of the road on Coventry Road by Mill Crescent.  Arriva have been informed and will get them put right.

· Councillor Jenns asked the Clerk to find out from Arriva why the ‘child day saver’ ticket had been abolished. 

854
Direction Signs from Coventry
Councillor M Moss reported that high vehicles approaching Kingsbury from Coventry are directed through the village to miss the low bridge but there are no further signs to ensure they follow the correct route.  The Clerk will raise this with WCC. 

855
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly - Wednesday 18th April 2007.
856
Accounts for payment
It was proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor A Jenns :

RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Clerk’s Salary March






  £519.76

WCC Pool Fees






£1462.50
NWBC Planning Dept






  £135.00

Wood End Village Hall (room hire)




    £12.00

Admin expenses






  £128.41

Warwickshire Local History Society




    £15.00

Breakthrough Breast Cancer





  £150.00

Photocopying expenses





    £16.23

DTB Contractors (base for bus stop/removal of bus shelter)

  £940.00

Zurich Insurance Ltd






  £698.18

Inland Revenue






  £421.43

NWBC Grounds Maintenance




  £267.14

Bank Balances




   31st March 2007
Current Account





  £1,789.96
Reserve Account 





       £38.47
Capital Reserve Account




£18,199.45
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
