Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Tuesday, 24th February 2009, at Wood End Village Hall, Wood End
Present:
Councillors: 
A Jenns (Chair), H Phillips, J Whitby, 

A Simpson, B Moss, M Moss, I Thomas, and C Ayasamy

Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllrs A Lewis, K Giles and J Thomas
322
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors B Moss, M Moss and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

323
Public Questions 

A Kingsbury resident attended the meeting on behalf of local residents to ask for help with providing a fence to improve the security around the Sycamore Road play area and for the safety of the children.  Residents are trying to raise money to fund the project.  Councillors agreed in principle that this was a good idea but suggested trying the Area Forum Fund and North Warwickshire Borough Council first to see if any funding could be secured and then to come back to the Parish Council when a more definite figure is known.   

324
Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr B Moss and seconded by Cllr I Thomas and agreed by all:

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 21st January 2009 are approved as a true record.

325
Steps and footway into the Water Park (303)

The quote for the work is expensive and as the end of the financial year is nearing, the work is being arranged for late March so that the costs will fall in the next financial year.  This involves raising the height of the hand rail along the side of the steps, erecting a section of metal fencing at the point the path crosses the brook close to the bottom of the steps and to surface a small section of T27 (the path which runs at the back, close to its junction with T26 where a large puddle forms in wet weather).

326
When will power be restored to the lamps in Hurley Common?  (304)

The new pole bracket and lantern were installed just before Christmas.  WCC have now placed an order with E-on for the reconnection of service.  This should have been completed by the end of February.

327
‘Black Path’ (305)
A section of hedgerow on the Hurley ‘Black Path’ T53 needs cutting back.  Representatives from WCC, the Tenant Farmer and a local Arboricultural contractor met on site to inspect the path.  Fly tipping in the area was reported to NWBC and the work to remove the overgrowth to the footpath and allow free passage by pedestrians has been ordered.  Later in the year the thorns and briars will be removed to create a ditch to prevent access onto farmland and also the knotweed will be sprayed.

WCC have suggested to NWBC that chicanes are created at the two points where they leave Meadow Road and Hawthorn Avenue, Hurley so as to prevent access by motorcyclists and those using quads.  The responsibility for this is being looked into.
328
Proposed Play Equipment-K’bury Recreation Ground, Church Lane (306)

NWBC have offered to conduct the consultation for us in the February half term week and the following week.  Various local groups and the Primary School will be consulted.  The Clerk has asked that Kingsbury School is also consulted.  Further details will hopefully be available for the March meeting.
329
Proposed Household Waste Recycling/Transfer Centre (307)  

At the Planning Committee meeting in January 2009, NWBC objected to the proposed site for the Waste Recycling/Transfer Centre.  It will be discussed again at the Regulatory Committee meeting in February.




330
Piccadilly Play Area (308) 

The gap by the ‘kissing gate’ left by the contractors when fitting Piccadilly play area needs blocking off.  The Clerk will again raise this with NWBC.
331
North Arden Heritage Trail project (310)

The North Arden Heritage Trail project is about to be moved forward to our community.  There was a launch meeting on 26th February and it is hoped to involve as many groups/residents as possible to help with the scheme.  General information and all about the project can be found on the website www.northwarks.gov.uk/ardentrail  There is a free Stone Carving Workshop at Nether Whitacre Village Hall on Saturday 21st March. 
332
Dog Bins for Piccadilly (312)

NWBC are aware that there are no dog bins in Piccadilly and that the bin is being used by the recreation area but have no funding left for this year.  It is noted for next financial year but in the meantime if there are any problem areas the dog warden can be informed to visit more frequently.  

333
Adoption Scheme - Red Telephone Kiosks (313)
The adoption of the Whateley phone box is going through.  The Clerk has been advised to get the legal section to look over the agreement before signing.  No further information has been received to date.
334
Councillors Parish matters raised Jan 09 (318)
The following answers have been received from the relevant authorities:

· No street lighting along the path between the houses at Piccadilly – WCC have requested confirmation of the area to see if the footway is adopted highway before they can look into this.  
· The lamp is out on the Central reservation at the southern entrance to Mill Crescent – This will be looked at.  Cllr M Moss also reported that the light is on during the day.
· The new signs have been installed to stop lorries turning into Whateley but queries have been raised about the positioning of them – WCC say that the positioning of the signs should have a bigger impact if they stand alone and there is no other sign that they could be confused with.  If they are causing problems WCC will look into the positioning again.
· A panel is missing from the Wood End bus stop – A quotation was received from Queensbury Shelters, but the damage had increased.  The Clerk will look into further quotes for the repairs.

· Excessive dog mess on Trinity Road – The Dog Warden has requested a more specific area and this will be passed on.
· Car parking behind shops in Jubilee Court and blocking the shop entrances – This has been sorted out by the police.
334
Councillors Parish matters raised Jan 09 continued (318)

· Up-to-date copies requested of the Local Definitive footpath maps – WCCs Access Information officer has explained that the maps are subject to copyright and she is only able to send one to the Clerk.  This is also for reasons of updating any legal changes that may occur.  
· Can we object to charges proposed by the libraries for internet use? – There is a survey being carried out and this is available on the libraries website or from a library.    www.warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries 
335
Land adjacent to 18 Chestnut Close (319)

A Notice of withdrawal has been received for the planning application to build two new dwellings on this piece of land and it is understood that it will not be readmitted.   

336
Correspondence


The Clerk reported on the following:-
· WCC Highways Act, Adoption of Private Streets

· Warwickshire Local History Society information

· Community Emergency Planning Workshop 12/3/09

· WCC – ‘The right to roam’ posters

· WRCC Affordable Housing for Local People

· Potholes reported  to WCC in Dexter Lane and mud at bus stop in Cliff

· RSPB Middleton Lakes visit 3rd March 2009 at 10am

· WRCC Country Matters Winter 2008 Issue 41

· NWBC-Renaming of Barn conversions Brook End Lane, Hurley

· WALC Nominations for Royal Garden Party

· Request for link to be put on Parish website

· North Warwickshire Area Committee Meeting 2/3/09
· WCC Town and Country Planning Mineral Core Strategy

· NWBC - Play Safety Inspection- not required as only recently been inspected
337
Piccadilly Post box removed 

The post box has been removed now that the Post Office has closed.  A new post box should have been installed before this happened.  The Clerk has reported this to Royal Mail and has had a response to say it is being looked into.
338
Trinity Road low bridge
Concerns have been raised by a resident about the lorry problems and the low bridge.  This is an ongoing problem and the Parish Council is working with WCC and the companies on Kingsbury Link to try and ease the problem.  An up-to-date response detailing the ideas being looked into and the reasons why they would or would not improve the situation was received from WCC and copied to all including the resident who raised the problem.  
339
Grit Bin request for Ferndale Close in Hurley
Following the bad weather and icy conditions requests for a grit box to be placed in Ferndale Close, Hurley have been received from residents.  Councillors first asked the Clerk to find out if the road was adopted or private.
340
WCC - Bus Information Points
The County Council are carrying out a programme of installing Bus Information Points (BIPs) in Towns and larger villages.  The initiative is part of the Warwickshire Local Transport Plan 2006-2011.  The BIP consists of a bus route map and essential information such as various contact details.  Councillors are invited to meet a representative from WCC to discuss the site for the Kingsbury BIP.  The Clerk will arrange this.
341
Grounds Maintenance quote for 2009-2010
The quote for Grounds Maintenance Services 2009-2010 has been received from NWBC.  This includes work to the Kingsbury Recreation Ground, Wood End Youth Centre and footpaths in Kingsbury, Wood End and Hurley etc.  It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor I Thomas and agreed unanimously:-

RESOLVED:- The NWBC Grounds Maintenance quote for 2009/2010 be accepted.  
342
Request for funding – Hurley Kings Football Club

Hurley Kings football club have requested help towards new kits for two new age groups and/or waterproof jackets for other teams.  This was discussed and it was proposed by Councillor I Thomas and seconded by Councillor B Moss and agreed 
RESOLVED: That £300.00 would be donated to go towards football kits for the two new age groups.  It was also suggested that the Clerk find out if the Parish name could be put on the kit as sponsors.
343
Community Speed Watch
The Community Speed Watch scheme provides an innovative solution to enable local communities to actively take control of their problem speeding areas in partnership with the Borough Council and the Police.  The scheme involves members of the public volunteering their time to raise awareness of the dangers of speeding and record motorist speeds.  Councillor C Ayasamy has been starting to collect signatures on Sycamore Road, Kingsbury and needs 200 and at least 6 volunteers for the scheme to get underway.
344
Kingsbury Swimming Pool

RESOLVED: That, under Section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972, in view of the confidential nature (information provided by a government department on terms that forbid disclosure to the public) of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.
345
Councillors Parish matters raised 

The following were reported to the relevant authorities:-

· Pothole Sycamore Road – Cllr A Jenns
· Settee dumped at the Tamworth end of Kingsbury – Cllr M Moss

· Path edges need trimming on the Church Road recreation ground –Cllr M Moss
· Request for more grit bins – Kingsbury – Cllr C Ayasamy  It was decided that there were already 4 in the village and Councillors felt that this was sufficient.

· Road needs attention on Tamworth Road by the Islington development following the building work – Cllr H Phillips

· Piccadilly side of the lights there is a fridge and a litter pick is needed – Cllr I Thomas

346
Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be Wednesday 18th March 2009. at Kingsbury School, Kingsbury. 
347
Accounts for payment 

It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor B Moss: 
RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs February




       £613.34
WCC Pool Lifeguard costs





       £474.64

WCC Swimming Club costs





     £3955.00

Warks Local History Society 





         £15.00
WCC Signs for Whateley  (minute 223 July 2008)


    £1,200.00

Wood End – hire of room      

          



         £14.00

Hurley Kings Football Club (minute 342 Feb 2009)


       £300.00

Bank Balances





28th February 2009
Current A/c







      £7,897.88
Reserve A/c







    £13,157.69
Capital Reserve A/c






    £10,108.15
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
