Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 19th September 2007, at Kingsbury School, Kingsbury.

Present:
Councillors: 
I Thomas (Chair), A Jenns, H Phillips, M Moss, 

C Ayasamy, J Whitby, J Thomas and A Simpson 
Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors B Moss,    

K Giles and A Lewis.  The reasons for absence were approved by all present.

980
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors M Moss and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor J Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association, North Warwickshire CVS and Steering Group Warwickshire - CAVA.

· Councillors H Phillips declared a personal interest in the item relating to Beeline Community Transport.

· Councillors I and J Thomas declared a personal interest in the minute concerning the Volunteer Centre.
981
Minutes

It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor A Jenns and agreed by all:

Resolved - That the minutes of the meeting held on 25th July 2007, are approved as a true record.

982
Public Questions  

There were no public questions raised.

983
Bus Shelters (951)
· New Bus shelter for Kingsbury – The shelter has now been fitted. A Public Realms Grant has been applied for to help with the cost of the litter bin to be put on the site as this is a requirement of the planning application ( see minute 1000).  Arriva have now removed the bus stop sign from the old site but have been told to pick people up from there for a short time until they get used to the new stop. 

· New Bus Shelter for Piccadilly – The Clerk had applied to make a small change to the planning application for the bus shelter which has now been approved by NWBC .  A second safety assessment has also been received from WCC and they are happy with the changes proposed.  The shelter can be ordered when we get a date for the work to be done on the path and dropped kerbs, hopefully by the end of the year.
984
Speeding vehicles in Hurley (952)
Unfortunately the ‘Village Speed Limit Review’ considered that the existing 40mph is appropriate for Hurley.  Councillors and residents are still concerned about the speed of traffic in Hurley and believe that 40mph is too high.  We are waiting for the new Project Leader to be appointed by WCC who will deal with this area, so that the Clerk can get in touch and discuss the improvements to signs and see what further measures can be taken.  This is not likely to be until the end of October.  In the meantime the Police are carrying out speed gun checks in the area.
985
Whateley Lane - Heavy Vehicles (956)
WCC are now looking at the issues of signing the lane as unsuitable for heavy goods vehicles from both directions ie Trinity Road and Rush Lane, Dosthill.
986
Manhole, Brick Kiln Lane (957)
The scheduled work to put a new manhole in opposite number 5 Brick Kiln Lane has still not been completed despite numerous telephone calls.  A letter has now been sent to STWA asking for an explanation and date for the work.  A reply is awaited.
987
Direction Signs from Coventry (958)
WCC have been to the site and checked the sign that is reported to be giving confusing information to drivers of large vehicles.  The Clerk to let WCC know that many HGV vehicles are still taking the wrong route. 

988
Wood End Bus Stop Pole (959) 
This has now been fixed and the Clerk will contact Arriva to put the bus stop sign back up.


989 
NWBC – Leisure and Recreation Dept - matters raised (960)
· The swing seats on the recreation ground, Church Lane, Kingsbury are all damaged and jagged - NWBC have now replaced all the seats for us. 
· Garden area behind the Village Hall, Hurley – Councillor Thomas, Councillor Simpson and the Clerk met with members of Hurley Community Association (HCA) to discuss the garden area.  It was suggested that HCA would tidy the area if there was a small amount of money put forward by the Parish Council to cover costs, which they would match fund.  HCA said that the work to maintain it would have to be reviewed each year as they could not guarantee having volunteers indefinitely.  It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor M Moss and agreed:
RESOLVED: That £100.00 be given to Hurley Community Association to tidy and maintain the garden area behind the Village Hall.
Also the Clerk will write to Waterloo Housing Association because the other garden areas in Club Drive, that the residents pay a maintenance charge for, are also in a poor state and haven’t been tended to since the Spring.
990
County Highways issues (962)
The further response from County Highways to the matters raised is as follows:-

· Overgrown shrubbery and verges from Bodymoor Heath to Kingsbury along the main road – The grass has now been cut and the verges will be cleared very soon. 
991
Piccadilly Low Bridge (963)
A further meeting with DSV, WCC and the Parish Council to discuss the on going problems with large lorries using the wrong route to and from Kingsbury Link to be set up when some evidence of times, dates and registration numbers of vehicles using the wrong route has been compiled.
992
Street Naming/Numbering at former Islington Crescent, Wood End (965)
NWBC have now said that Waterloo Housing have suggested the block of flats be called ‘Islington Court’ following the objections raised by local Councillors and the Parish Council to their previous suggestion.  Suggestions for the road name to be put forward to NWBC.

993
Parish Plans (967)
A presentation will be given at the October Parish Council meeting to give Councillors more information before considering whether or not Kingsbury should go ahead to develop a parish plan.

994
Lorries using Railway Bridge, Trinity Road (968)
A letter was sent to EMR about their large container lorries using the railway bridge and driving through Piccadilly causing traffic problems but no reply has been received.  A further letter will be sent as the problem has not improved.

995
Kingsbury Parish Council Accounts-Year ending 31/3/07 (969)

The completed accounts for 2006/2007 have now been received back from the Internal and External Auditors.  The Internal Auditors report was circulated to all Councillors.  The Clerk reported on this and there were no items raised for concern.
996
Funding Requests Received (972) 
The following requests were received for help with funding:- Beeline Community Transport, Volunteer Centre North Warks, Warwickshire Crimestoppers, North Warks Citizens Advice Bureau and the Annual Bonfire Display at Piccadilly.

These were all discussed and it was proposed by Councillor A Simpson and seconded by Councillor C Ayasamy and unanimously agreed:
RESOLVED: That £250.00 be given to Beeline Community Transport, £400.00 to Piccadilly Community Centre for the Bonfire/Firework display and £250.00 to North Warks Citizens Advice Bureau.  It was decided not to give to the other two causes at this time.
997
Police Matters (973)
The Clerk reported on the responses received from the police.  The following points have been addressed:-

· Cars speeding along Kingsway near to Primary School

· Parking on pavements Hurley Common and Boulters Lane

· Large groups gathering by Wood End recreation ground, possible drug/alcohol use
998
County Highways (974)
The following responses were received:-

· Branches obstructing path by post box Mill Crescent – These will be pruned.
· Drain needs clearing out by ‘Mr News’ shop in Kingsbury – This has been reported to NWBC as it is their responsibility. 

· Damaged sign at bottom of Pit Hill, Piccadilly – This will be looked at.
999
Planning Application – Delves Farm (977)
Councillors were concerned that the access has already been put in place near to a chicane and where a public footpath was.  Planning permission has now been granted but is subject to a number of conditions relating to the safety on the public highway.
1000
Public Realms Grant applications

Public Realms Grant money is available to apply for up to £1000, but must be match funded.  It was discussed at the last meeting to make an application for funding for three litter bins.  One to be sited by the new bus shelter in Kingsbury as required by the planning application, one by the Piccadilly bus stop and a further one for the recreation ground in Kingsbury, following issues brought up by the police in the summer.  
1000
Public Realms Grant applications continued
Also another application was submitted for a new bench by Mill Crescent opposite the Water Park as the present bench is very much in need of replacement.
The Clerk has submitted applications for consideration at the next Area Forum in October.  

1001
Review of the Effectiveness of System of Internal Audit

A separate meeting was held with Councillors I Thomas, A Jenns and the Clerk to look into and assess the introduction of the ‘Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Audit’ as required on the Annual return.  The Internal Auditors report and the accounts systems used were looked into and assessed for risk.
This was explained to all Councillors at the meeting, and the outcome was that there were no areas for concern at the present time but another meeting would be arranged before the end of the financial year to continue the process.

1002
Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following:-
· Kingsbury Playground Inspection Report

· North Warwickshire Area Committee of Parish Councils – Minutes from last meeting

· Warwickshire Trading Standards statement re Foot and Mouth Disease (information put on Parish website)

· NALC – Information on ‘The Smoking Ban –England’

· Charity Commission Returns re Hurley Village Hall and Recreation Ground

· Parish Council Community Emergency Plan-amendments sent to WCC
· More Affordable Homes Conference 20th November, Birmingham

· Parish and Town Councils’ and County Council Focus Group meeting, 1st October, 7pm at Norton Lindsey Village Hall

· WCC Home Wood Chipping Service (see website for more details)
· WCC Proposed public footpath creation agreement and proposed diversion of public footpaths T53 (part), T54 and T155 in the parish of Kingsbury – no objections raised.
· LCR the official journal of the National Association of Local Councils-Sept

· Clerks and Councils Direct – September issue

· WCC Temporary Closure of C187 Brook End Lane, Hurley (5 days from 3/9)

· WALCs Annual General Meeting on Thursday 25th October 2007 at Warwick

· NALC Conference and Exhibition, Bournemouth 5-7th October 2007

· NWBC – ‘CLAIM IT!’ Benefit take up campaign (see website)
· CVS Annual General Meeting on Thursday 25th October 2007 at Atherstone and nominations for the Board of Directors

· WCC Planning permission refused – Bodymoor Green Farm

· WCC Planning permission granted - Kingsbury Landfill site at Rush Lane

· NWBC–Mayors Civic Service, 25th Nov 2007, Polesworth Abbey 10am

· WALC Newsletter – copied to all Councillors

· Warwickshire Local History Society information

· Tamworth Borough Council – Supplementary Planning Documents

· WCC Local Transport Plan progress report 2006/07

· North Warwickshire Tourism News

· SMP Seminar October (Play & Leisure provision for Parish Councils)

· Graffiti Removal Bus Shelters

· NWBC Planning Application refused – Archers Transport
· Bank Signatories

· Goal posts in Hurley in a dangerous state-to be followed up

1003
New Street Lights not working
Councillor I Thomas reported that two of the three new street lights in Piccadilly have never worked.  The Clerk will report this to WCC.

1004
County Highways Matters Raised
The following were reported to County Highways:-
· The bollard is on its side on the refuge by the Mill Island – Councillor M Moss
· Road sign damaged from Piccadilly to Oil Depot – Councillor I Thomas

· Footway between The Rutland’s and Whateley Villas need weeds cutting back – Councillor A Lewis

· Trees on Edge Hill need to be trimmed back they are overhanging the road – Councillor A Lewis

1005
Police Matters Raised
The following were passed onto the Police for action:

· Parking on the green opposite Kingsway day and night.

· Parking problems, The Laurels
· Rubbish being thrown in gardens in Hurley

· Reports of a dog being vicious towards other dogs

1006
Litter Problems on Church Lane Recreation Ground

There have been numerous complaints regarding the amount of litter and glass on the recreation ground.  The playground monthly report also confirms this.  A litter bin is being purchased for the recreation ground to hopefully help with the problem.  
Also the amount of cigarette ends left outside the Club following the new legislation on smoking is also a problem.  The situation will be monitored and the Clerk will contact NWBC to see what action can be taken.
1007
Junction 10 M42

Councillor H Phillips asked why there were no traffic lights on the junction where Trinity Road joins the M42, as motorists were having problems getting onto the island and all the other entrances onto the island have traffic lights.  Councillor I Thomas also pointed out that the island floods by the services area.  The Clerk will follow up these items.

1008
Emergency details and leaflets re Kingsbury Oil Complex
Leaflets were sent out to local residents and businesses in June 2007, purely as a precautionary measure, providing simple advice on what to do in the unlikely event of an emergency.  The Clerk was asked to confirm whether Wood End and Hurley were included.

1009
Bus Shelters in Kingsbury Parish

According to NWBC, Kingsbury Parish Council is responsible for all repairs to bus shelters in the parish.  Councillors have no recollection of agreeing to this back in 1989.  The matter came to light when permission was needed from the owners of two shelters to have the graffiti cleaned.  This needs clarifying for insurance purposes.
1010
Request for Memorial bench to be sited in Hadleys Croft, Kingsbury

A request to site a memorial bench was received.  After discussions, Councillors had no objections, but made a few points that need to be considered before going ahead.  These will be passed on and if it goes ahead then permission will need to be sought from WCC as it is on their land.
1011
Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly on Wednesday 17th October 2007 at the earlier time of 6.00pm for a presentation on Parish Plans before the meeting starts.  
1012
Minute reference numbers
These will revert back to number 1 from the October minutes.

1013
Accounts for payment
It was proposed by Councillor A Jenns and seconded by Councillor M Moss:

RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs September





£1362.76
Queensbury Shelters Ltd (Bus Shelter, K’bury)



£4510.83
SLCC Training







£70.00

Warks Training Partnership





£60.00

WCC Pool Hire







£550.00

NWBC Swing Seats (minute ref 




£300.07

Piccadilly Community Centre 





£400.00
Hurley Community Association





£100.00

Beeline Community Transport





£250.00

North Warks Citizens Advice Bureau




£250.00
Bank Balances





30th  September 2007
Current A/c







  £,1941.39
Reserve A/c







£12,650.18
Capital Reserve A/c






£10,948.49
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
