Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 20th May 2009, at Kingsbury School, Kingsbury.
Present:
Councillors: 
M Moss (Chair), J Whitby, A Simpson, B Moss, A Lewis, H Phillips, C Ayasamy, A Jenns, K Giles 
Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr I Thomas and Cllr J Thomas
395
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors B Moss, M Moss, H Phillips and A Lewis declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

· Councillor A Lewis declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association.

396
Public Questions 

The Annual Assembly meeting followed this meeting and public questions are taken then.  

397
Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr B Moss and seconded by Cllr H Phillips and agreed by all:

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 21st April 2009 are approved as a true record.

398
Steps and footway into the Water Park (374)

The work has still not been started.  This involves raising the height of the hand rail along the side of the steps, erecting a section of metal fencing at the point the path crosses the brook close to the bottom of the steps and to surface a small section of T27.  WCC have given the order to the contractor and told them to carry the work out as soon as possible.  WCC will contact the contractor again to get a date for the work.
399
When will power be restored to the lamps in Hurley Common?  (375)

The reconnection of service took place on 11th May 2009.  
400
‘Black Path’ (376)
WCC have suggested to NWBC that chicanes are created at the two points where they leave Meadow Road and Hawthorn Avenue, Hurley so as to prevent access by motorcyclists and those using quads.  A cost has been requested for the chicanes by NWBC which is still awaited but the Parish Clerk had made a general enquiry to a company and was asked to find out if the quote received of £530 + VAT included fitting as well as supply.
401
Proposed Play Equipment-K’bury Recreation Ground, Church Lane (377)

Unfortunately the plan, design and costs for the proposed play area have still not been received.  It is now hoped to have the results in time for the next parish meeting.  The Clerk has sent numerous letters asking for part or all of the £5,500 that we need to raise as third party funding.  This is a requirement of the application for funding.  Three responses have been received with only one small amount pledged so far.  The Clerk will continue the pursuit of the third party funding.  Also NWBC are looking into this for us.
402
Piccadilly Play Area (378) 

The gap by the ‘kissing gate’ left by the contractors when fitting Piccadilly play area needs blocking off.  NWBC have said that when the contractors commence work on the Atherstone project they will ask them to come and look at this to see what can be done.
403
Adoption Scheme - Red Telephone Kiosks (379)
The Adoption of the Kiosk is now nearly complete.  BT will remove the telephone equipment and the Clerk is waiting for a quote for the disconnection of the power supply.  A sign also needs to be put in the kiosk stating that it is no longer BT owned.
404
Wood End bus stop (380)
Repairs have just been carried out on the bus shelter and it is used by many residents. PCSO G Scott suggested that the bus shelter could be painted by community helpers if we supplied the paint to make it look more pleasing on the eye.  To be followed up.
405
Piccadilly Post box removed (381) 

The post box is now open and is in a wall by the same property as it used to be.

406
Grit Bin request for Ferndale Close in Hurley (382)

Unfortunately there is no record of Ferndale Close, Hurley in the official register (The Gazetteer) so it would appear to be un-adopted highway, therefore a private drive and we would not be able to put a grit box on a private road.  WCC  have had no approach from the developer to adopt this road, but looking at the layout it is not laid out to adoptable standards and so will remain private.
407
WCC - Bus Information Points (383)

The Bus Information Point is in place and the damaged board in the nearby bus shelter has now been removed.  

408
Community Speed Watch (384)

The Community Speed Watch scheme provides an innovative solution to enable local communities to actively take control of their problem speeding areas in partnership with the Borough Council and the Police.  We are in the process of collecting data on Sycamore Road, Kingsbury to see if we meet the criteria for the scheme to get underway.

Also the issue of speeding cars has been brought up again by residents.  They are saying that when the measures were set up to record this a while ago it was too obvious and motorists slowed down thinking it was a speed check.  Therefore the readings received were not an accurate measure of the problems.

409
Councillors Parish matters raised February (385) 

· Path edges need trimming on the Church Road recreation ground – NWBC can quote for a one-off or annual trim and add it to our schedule.  A price was still not received in time for the meeting and will be followed up.

· Road needs attention on Tamworth Road by the Islington development following the building work–County Highways are planning to build up the verge when the weather improves and also get the bus stop hardstanding cleaned and the slab raised also.  Councillor A Lewis reported that it is still not done and a date for the work will be followed up.
410
Councillors Parish matters raised March (387)
· Can we look into funding to replace the bench in Piccadilly? – There does not seem to be any spare money from the Area Forum as it is all allocated.  This will be further discussed at the next meeting.
411
Charity Cycle Ride(389)
An application for a donation on behalf of SSAFA (Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Association) for a charity cycle ride has been received.  The Clerk explained about the conditions for a Parish Council when donating to various charities and that they must be to benefit people residing in the UK only.  Following further information gained, it would be possible to give a donation to be used for the benefit of the local area.  It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor B Moss and agreed by all that

RESOLVED: that a donation of £200.00 be given with the stipulation that it should go to the North Warwickshire office of the charity to benefit the local community. 
412
Large lorries driving through Whateley (390)
Residents are still having problems with large lorries trying to drive through the narrow roads of Whateley from the Rush Lane direction, despite the signs that have already been erected at both entrances to the village.  WCC were not convinced that a further sign positioned just past the Biffa landfill site would solve the problem but promised to discuss the matter further to see if there are any alternative ideas to be looked into.
413
WCC - Byway T179 and public footpath T18 formal notification of proposed stopping up of vehicular rights and the creation of a bridleway Highways Act 1980 Sections 25 and 116 (391)
There were no objections received to these proposals and the Clerk will inform WCC.
414
Councillors Parish matters raised April (392)
The following replies have been received from the relevant authorities:-

· Car Boot sale by Lea Marston.  Marshalls are illegally stopping traffic on the main road – This was reported to the police but is still ongoing.  Further information will be reported to the police. 
· Tree roots are cracking up the pavement and encroaching onto gardens along Wood Street – WCC have offered to meet on site to discuss the problem.  This to be arranged.
· Lorries are churning up the grass verges on Knowle Hill/Atherstone Lane – This area has a very good safety history so additional engineering would not be possible.  Any information gathered on the speeding lorries could be given to WCC and looked into.
· Pot holes by the entrance to Kingsbury School need repairing again – These will be filled again but WCC are only able to carry out temporary repairs because of resources problems at this time.
· Following gas pipe repairs a blossom tree has gone, will it be replaced – Reinstatement of the verge following the repairs has now been done and it has now been clarified that there is not a missing tree.
· Speed sign opposite Church Lane is not working – This has been reported but may take a couple of weeks to get repaired as specialist contractors have to be deployed.
· Can NWBC provide a salt bin for St Michaels Close? – This was proposed by Cllr A Lewis and seconded by Cllr B Moss and agreed by all 

RESOLVED: to purchase a grit bin as it is not NWBCs responsibility to provide one.  County Highways will then site it and fill it for us.
· A ‘village shop’ sign is requested for Knowle Hill opposite Bridge Street – The County Council does not provide road direction signs on the public highway for private premises.  They felt most users would be local anyway and they have to restrict the amount of signs put up.
· Can we ask WCC when the proposed changes to help awareness of speed on Hurley Common are to be implemented – A reply is awaited.
415
Correspondence


The Clerk reported on the following:-
· Kingsbury Brickworks suggested annual meeting be reinstated - Agreed
· North Warks CVS Merger into Warks CAVA

· County Council Elections 4th June 2009

· BT Payphones- Kiosk Bracebridge Road, Kingsbury to be converted to cashless

· CAVA Connect newsletter

· Clerks and Councils Direct May 2009

· North Warks Area Committee of Parish Councils next meeting 2nd June 2009

· WCC – confirmation of receipt of statement from Kingsbury Parish Council re Minerals Core Strategy-revised spacial options 

· WALC newsletter – circulated to all Councillors

· WALC request for achievements during the last year-adoption of phone box in Whateley
· North Arden Heritage Trail – feature design meeting was on Tuesday 19th May

· Briefing event for Chairmen

· Parish bank accounts interest rates will be monitored and cash moved if necessary
· WCC Wood End advisory disabled parking space request – no objections
· Dog Bin request from NWBC was forwarded back to them as it is their responsibility not the parish councils 
416
Noise from EMR on Sundays

Residents have asked if the noise from the site on a recent Sunday is allowed as they would like at least one day a week that was peaceful.  The Clerk will write to EMR and ask that they avoid early on Sundays and show a bit of consideration for their neighbours.
417
Range Way problems with litter and nuisance youths

Following an incident attended by police and a call from a resident concerned about the increase in litter and youths hanging around the alleyway in Range Way, the issue of a bin was mentioned.  It was thought that the alleyway was too narrow for a bin and the situation would be monitored and if it continued the possible closure of the alleyway could be explored at a future date but only if it was acceptable to the local residents.
418
Councillors Parish matters raised May

The following were reported to the relevant authorities:-

· The Edge Hill/Trinity Road signs have been demolished – Cllr M Moss
· The trees/hedges along Edge Hill are blocking the road signs – Cllr A Lewsi

· Cars are parking in front of the houses by the school and making it difficult to see to pull out of the school drive – Cllr B Moss

· Parking along Boulters Lane continues to be a problem – Cllr A Lewis

· Parking on double yellow lines in Sycamore Road and parking in the turnaround area in Elm Tree are causing problems – Cllr A Ayasamy
419
Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be Wednesday 17th June 2009. at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly. 
420
Accounts for payment 

It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor A Lewis: 
RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs May






  £617.56
Internal Auditor







  £125.00

WCC Pool fees for Club use






£1485.00

Bank Balances






   31st May 2009
Current A/c








  £3,676.87
Reserve A/c








£23,663.61
Capital Reserve A/c







£10,110.01
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
