Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 19th July 2006, at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly.
Present:
Councillors: 
L Forsyth (Chair), B Moss, A Lewis, I Thomas, 

M Moss, R Cox, A Jenns, S Boydell, F Takrouri, H Phillips and 

S Ayasamy
Clerk:
S Humphries

665
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillor Forsyth declared a personal interest in any matters relating to Waterloo Housing Association, by reason of a family member being an employee.

· Councillors L Forsyth, B Moss, H Phillips and A Lewis declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillors B Moss, L Forsyth and A Jenns declared a personal interest in the minute concerning Kingsbury School due to being a Governor or Parent.

666
Minutes

It was proposed by Councillor A Lewis and seconded by Councillor H Phillips:

Resolved - That the minutes of the meeting held on 21st June 2006, are approved as a true record.
667
Public Questions (638)
The following items were raised in the June meeting by a member of the public and the replies are as follows:-

· The road sweepers were not able to reach the ends of cul-de-sacs-There has already been concerns about this and arrangements have been put in place to provide a broom for the operator, so that inaccessible areas of the carriageway can be swept by hand.  

· Trees at the Mill end of Kingsbury are blocking the pavement-These have been cut back.

· Bushes/hedges are blocking the pavement on the Tamworth Road, Kingsbury-These have also been cut back.
Public questions raised at July meeting:-

· A resident reported that he thought the recently resurfaced path on Tamworth Road, Kingsbury was uneven.  A reply from WCC says that it had been on the programme for slurry sealing for a while and as far as they were concerned there was no problem with it.
668
Road Safety Issues, Kingsbury (640)
Further developments to the concerns raised are as follows:-

· Bus Shelters/Bus Stops – A report from Arriva stated that the bus stop could not stay in the present temporary position as it was a safety concern.  Following another meeting with Arriva it was decided to trial a new site before any money was spent to make it permanent.
· Pedestrian Crossing refuges – Locations for possible refuges have been sent to WCC for their consideration.  A reply is still awaited.

669
Elevated Footpath leading to Water Park from Church Road, K’bury (641)
Councillors were most concerned that the elevated footway had been totally removed without any prior consultation with Local Councillors or the Parish Council.  A further reply was received from WCC explaining their views/reasons.  WCC will inspect the new path again now that the works have settled down as it was reported that the new path had bricks protruding from underneath.  

670
New Street Lamps – Piccadilly (642)

The cost for three additional 5m lighting columns would be in the region of £5,240 to install and service.  Councillors B Moss is still awaiting an answer from WCC to see if they can provide the funding for this.  

671
Request for a shelter for teenagers (643)
A more thorough consultation was produced and copied to all Councillors but it was felt that there were still a lot of properties that had not been contacted or provided a response.  The matter was discussed at length and it was decided that Parish Councillors could not support a shelter at this time.  It was felt that it was the wrong place and there were sufficient people against it to turn it down.
672
Fibre optic speed signs (644)
A scheme called ‘Speed Aware’, which is the use of temporarily fixed or mobile flashing Speed signs will be requested for Knowle Hill, Hurley.  The Clerk would complete the relevant forms to apply for this scheme.  It was pointed out by WCC that this could take some time before we hear.
673
Broken Roof Panels in Bus Shelter, Coventry Rd, Kingsbury (646)

The roof panels have now been repaired/replaced by aluminium ones that should be more robust.
674
Ditch opposite Brick Kiln Lane, Knowle Hill (649)
The ditch is the responsibility of the adjacent landowner.  The Clerk has informed County Highways who have written to him to clean it out.  As this request has been ignored the Clerk will write to Environmental Health and WCC, County Estates.
675
Remains of an old Lorry in Linear Park, Kingsbury (650)
The remains of a lorry have now been removed from the Linear Park.  

676
County Highways matters (652)
The following would be reported to WCC:-

· Kerb stones in Wood End need to be more substantial due to heavy vehicle use  (outside the ‘Red Box’, Tamworth Road)– WCC are considering using insitu concrete to create one long kerb where the defective ones are.  
677
Mill Island Planting (653)
BP Oil have sponsored the planting on the island in the past and are in contact with WCC who discussed the original design plans to see if any further planting can be done.  BP will contact the Clerk with any further information they receive from WCC.
678
Hurley Village Hall (654)
· Pavements/roads are in a dangerous state outside Hurley Village Hall following building work.  Waterloo Housing have said they will make safe while waiting for the signed copy of the adoption agreement from the Local Authority.  -  Waterloo have said they will issue a notice to the contractor giving them 14 days to complete the works.  This will include the road and footpath surfacing and marking of the car parking spaces, which they will ensure does not clash with the lamp post position
· Whose responsibility it is to tend to the flower beds at the rear of the Village Hall?  It was agreed by Councillors to ask NWBC to maintain the small piece of land behind the Village Hall and include the costs on the annual grounds maintenance charge to Kingsbury Parish Council.  The Clerk will write to see if this is possible.
· Hurley Community Association asked if permission was needed from the Parish Council and CISWO for windows and fire escape doors to be replaced.  Councillors gave their permission and the deadline given to CISWO for a response has now passed.

679
Benches, Dexter Lane (656)
County Highways have inspected the benches.

· The original bench site was getting overgrown with weeds, but these seem to have been cut back now.  

· The other bench put there by a resident as a memorial to her husband had a couple of brambles that needed cutting back.  Councillor Cox would tidy this for her.  The Parish Council had previously agreed to maintain the bench for her.
680
Hedges need cutting along the ‘Black Path’ (T52) (657)
This will be reported to WCC.

681
Woodbridge Road, Hurley (658)
Councillor Phillips asked the Clerk to contact WCC to ask that the new road be adopted.  Before that can happen the consent of the person(s) who hold the title to the road need to give their permission.  The Clerk had written to the two addresses given to her by WCC for the builders, but one had been returned not known at the address and no reply received from the other.  The Clerk would look into the matter further.
682
Fishing Trip (659)
A letter of thanks and some photographs were received following the trip.  Everyone involved had a brilliant day.
683
Correspondence

The Clerk reported on the following:-

· North Warwickshire Area Committee – 26th July 2006

· NWBC – Planning consultation-Erection of a 15 metre telegraph pole structure, Orange PCS Ltd

· NWBC – Decent Homes for 2010 draft policy

· Coventry Airport-proposals to revise preferential routes has been implemented

· NWBC – Safer Neighbourhoods meeting 21/9/06

· NWBC – Riding Establishments Acts re pony rides at events

· World Challenge Expedition off to Peru

· STWA re Sewer Blockage Brick Kiln Lane

683 Correspondence continued

· Country Matters Issue 36 Summer 2006-07-14

· West Midlands Rural Community Council Network paper

· The News – Stories from Voluntary and Community Groups in North Warwickshire

· Aga Khan Foundation Partnership Walk 30th July at Kingsbury Water park

· Adoption of Tamworth Borough Council’s Statement of Community Involvement

· WALC First meeting of North Warwickshire Area Committee of the Association 27th July at Coleshill Town Hall

· Northtalk booklet June 2006

· Town and Parish Standard: 07

· Local Council Review July 2006

· Annual Update of Parish Council Community Emergency Plan has been updated and sent to WCC

· Volunteer Centre North Warwickshire request for support.
· Area Forum West 27/7/06 at Hurley Village Hall – 6.30pm

· Kingsbury Parish Council Budget update

· NWBC – North Warwickshire Green Space Audit

684
Grit Bin
County Highways met with the school crossing lady in Kingsbury who raised the problem of dangerous footways in icy conditions.  The Parish Council were asked if they could provide a grit bin so that she could scatter some salt when necessary.  County Highways would maintain it thereafter.  The Clerk would get prices for the next meeting.
685
County Highways matters raised

The following matters were reported to County Highways:
· The hedge in Brick Kiln Lane needs cutting back.  They will arrange for this to be done.
· The footpath from Wood Street to Hurley Common is overgrown.  This is footpath T64 and has been passed onto WCC for action.
686
Recycling plant, Kingsbury
Councillor Forsyth commented on the fast action by WCC and NWBC when a fire started at the Recycling plant.  Also a leaflet is in the process of being published for the public.
687
Piccadilly Bus Stop

Concerns had been raised by elderly people when crossing the road from the bus stop.  A meeting was arranged with WCC and Arriva to see if any solution could be found to the problem.

688
Kingsbury School-Specialist Status 
A letter was received from the school, detailing what they wanted to use some of the money for that the Parish Council had agreed to give them in connection with gaining specialist school status.  An amount of £3754.00 was requested to include a high profile official opening event and art work, printing costs and a printer to compile a new prospectus/brochure.  This would leave a balance of £1246.00.  This was discussed and proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor M Moss that the money be paid to them when the second stage precept payment was received at the end of September.  This was agreed unanimously.
RESOLVED: That a cheque for £3754.00 be raised at the September meeting.
689
Kingsbury Table Tennis Club

A letter requesting help with new equipment for the Kingsbury Table Tennis Club was received.  Details were provided of the running of the club and it was proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor H Phillips and agreed that a one off payment of £300.00 be given.
RESOLVED: A donation of £300.00 be given to Kingsbury Table Tennis Club to help with new equipment.

690
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be at Wood End Village Hall, Wood End - Wednesday 20th September.
691 Accounts for payment
It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor B Moss:

RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Piccadilly Community Centre-Hire of Hall for meeting    

     £12.00

Clerk’s Salary + arrears for July and August



£1,123.96
Kingsbury Table Tennis Club





   £300.00

WCC Hire of pool (Aquarius)





   £838.50

Queensbury Shelters- Roof panels for Kingsbury Shelter

   £547.98

Bank Balances



     31st August 2006
Current Account




   £2,449.53
Reserve Account (Clubs and Societies)

   £3,164.68
Capital Reserve Account



 £18,039.91
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
