Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 17th January 2007, at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly.

Present:
Councillors: 
L Forsyth (Chair), B Moss, I Thomas, A Jenns, 

H Phillips, M Moss, A Lewis, and S Boydell 

Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors: R Cox, F Takrouri
762
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillor Forsyth declared a personal interest in any matters relating to Waterloo Housing Association, by reason of a family member being an employee.

· Councillors L Forsyth, A Lewis, B Moss, and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Centre.

763
Minutes

It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor A Jenns:

Resolved - That the minutes of the meeting held on 15th November 2006, are approved as a true record.

764
Public Questions 

The following points were raised which the Clerk will look into:-
· Excess mud reported on the Tamworth Road from lorries using the Ski Centre.
· Road Sweepers used in cul-de-sacs in Kingsbury have brush at the back of the driver and it would be more efficient if it was at the front.
765
Bus Shelters/Bus Stops (743)
· Kingsbury new site for bus stop – The base is in place but planning permission must be obtained before erecting a bus shelter on a new site.  The Clerk will apply for planning permission and if passed will then order the bus shelter to the specifications agreed.
The Parish Council’s application for a grant of £1000.00 towards the cost of the bus shelter has been successful from the Warwickshire Access to Services Partnership Scheme (WASPS).

· Piccadilly request for hardstanding and bus shelter – It was unanimously agreed for the hard-standing to go ahead.  A shelter would be considered in the future when funds allow.

RESOLVED:  That an order would be placed for hardstanding at the Piccadilly bus stop on the main road at a cost of £700.00.
766
Speeding vehicles in Hurley (745)
The mobile ‘Speedaware’ operator is now being deployed on a rota basis with other areas, but further information is awaited on the temporary fixed sign.  A resident has contacted the Clerk with continuing concerns about the speed of vehicles.  Councillors asked the Clerk to contact WCC to see if there are any plans for permanent speed controls in the future for Hurley.
767
Ditch opposite Brick Kiln Lane, Knowle Hill (746)
Concerns had been raised that the ditch smells, is overgrown and full of litter.  County Highways and Environmental Health have both examined the site and could find no problem at the time of checking (Nov 2006) that required attention.  They will both continue to monitor the site.
768
Hurley Village Hall (747)
Flower bed at the rear of the Village Hall  -  Various options have been provided by NWBC for the maintenance of the flower bed.  It was unanimously decided to get the initial tidy up done as soon as possible and then maintenance visits in June and September.  Each year thereafter, three visits per year in April, June and September.   This could be re-assessed if it was not proving adequate.  Costs for this would be added to the annual Grounds Maintenance charges for the Parish Council.
769
Kingsbury Link Signing (748)
Councillor Thomas reported a very small improvement now the new signs have been erected.  However, lorries were also now driving past the Kingsbury Link turn and approaching the bridge from the other side.  It was decided that the best way forward was for the Clerk to arrange a meeting with DSV Transport, WCC and local Councillors and any feedback could be reported to the next meeting. 
770
Broken Slabs, Raised walkway, Water Park (754)
This has been passed onto Countryside Recreation for action.
771
Proposed Footpath Vicarage Bridge to Trinity Road (755)
This footpath proposal will be put forward for consideration at the Transport Capital Seminar in February 2007.
772
Kingsbury Railway Station Campaign (756)
A campaign was set up back in the mid eighties and money was raised towards a railway station at Kingsbury.  This has been dormant for a number of years now and although a station is still part of the transport plan it is not known when or if it will get implemented.  It is intended to pass the money, approximately £2600.00, onto the Parish Council in January if there are no objections raised.

This was discussed and it was unanimously agreed that if the amount was given to Kingsbury Parish Council general fund that it would be spent with transport in mind and to benefit the community.  If a station became an option for the future then the Parish Council could make available a similar sum of money if needed.

The Clerk would write to the Treasurer to inform that no objections had been received.
773
Kingsbury Playground Inspection Report (757)
No answer has been received yet from NWBC whether the hole in the wet pour surface needs urgent attention as it was not mentioned in the latest report.  The Clerk will report back to the next meeting.

774
County Highway matters (759)
Bus Stop, Wood End needs attention - The grass and hedge have been cut back.  The gulley seemed to be working correctly when inspected.  County Highways cannot justify any further expenditure on the bus stop at the present time.
Kerbs outside Co-op and the Red Box, Wood End – County Highways will now issue this job to the contractor as it has been chased up again.

775
Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following:-

· Grot Spot campaign clean up for Hurley-Feb 19th – Feb 24th 
· Flooding at the bottom of Pitt Hill, Piccadilly. There is a damaged pipe in the road and work will begin shortly to repair it.
· Free computers for community groups

· Whateley - signs to stop heavy goods vehicles using the village as a short cut are being looked into.
· Dangerous Goalposts at Hurley Daw Mill Recreation Ground.  NWBC have stated that they will be removed and replaced with new ones.
· Inland Revenue – Savings by completing returns online

· Piccadilly Community Association-letter of thanks for donation towards Bonfire and Fireworks Display

· Warks and Northamptonshire Air Ambulance-letter of thanks for the donation

· January Issue-Official Journal of the National Association of Local Councils

· Warwickshire Countryside Viewpoint Issue 6 Autumn/Winter

· NWBC Tourism newsletter

· Local Development Framework Sustainability Appraisal Scoping report – Tamworth Borough Council

· Waterloo Housing Association Ltd – Final white lining to parking bays at Hurley Village Hall site completed.
· EMR withdrawal of application for new gatehouse

· Hurley and Wood End Play areas-work to start shortly

· Speedy Police Response to Local Concerns

· West Midlands Planning Aid – Engaging the community and small businesses in the Planning Process presentation on 1st March 2007

· NWBC Public Realm Partnership comments needed on Grass cutting changes across the Borough.  Councillors comments forwarded to NWBC
· Arriva – Important changes to Child Fare Travel on Arriva Midlands Buses in Tamworth

· WCC Temporary Road Closure A4097 Kingsbury Road, Lea Marston from 1st February closed overnight for one or two days

· Tamworth BC – Supplementary Planning Documents Issues Consultation

· WCC Integrated Risk Management Plan 2007-2010

· Clerks and Council s Direct January issue

· WCC Construction of an education outdoor activity centre Kingsbury Water Park

· WCC Erection of a control kiosk etc at Marston sewerage pumping station, Bodymoor Heath Road

· WCC Winter Maintenance in Warwickshire 2006/07

· Manhole chamber Brick Kiln Lane, Hurley – work should commence shortly

· Wood Street, Trees - date awaited for planting

· North Warwickshire Combined Parish Councils Area Executive meeting on 22nd January

· WALC Seminar on the Local Government White Paper “Stronger and Prosperous Communities” 20th February 2007

· Village Ventures 2007

· West Midlands Regional Assembly Speaking Out Issue 13

· WALC Newsletter December 2006 

· Area Forum West meeting at Wood End Village Hall 23rd Jan 2007 at 6.30pm

· Parking problems by Take Away in Knowle Hill, Hurley.  This has been reported to the Police.
776
Precept and Budget requirements for 2007/08

Councillors considered a report provided by the Clerk, based on current expenditure and estimated out-turn for 2006/2007.  It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor B Moss and unanimously agreed:
RESOLVED: That an expenditure budget of £24,000 be approved for the year 2007/2008, and that the precept levy on North Warwickshire Borough Council remain the same as last year at £24,000.
777
Proposed Removal of Public Payphone: Knowle Hill, Hurley 

A proposed closure notice for the BT phone box at Knowle Hill has been received.  Councillors would be reluctant to see this go but local residents and local Councillors have in the past asked for it to be removed due to high levels of vandalism and therefore, the Parish Council will make no objections to this proposal.  
778
Changes to Arriva Bus timetables

Bus Service changes have been introduced from Tuesday 2nd January 2007.  This has caused outrage from Hurley, Wood End and Piccadilly residents because the direct route into Birmingham has been removed and the times do not tie up for them to get the bus into Kingsbury first.  The Clerk will contact Mike O’Brien MP and Arriva to see if a meeting can be set up to discuss the situation.
779
Planning Application – DFDS Transport Ltd

A planning consultation was received detailing extension works to DFDS Transport.  Councillors were concerned that this would mean more lorries using the site and lead to more problems with the low bridge at Piccadilly.  The Clerk would contact NWBC to see if some condition/agreement could be written into the permission, if granted, to help reduce the problem.
780
Tanker Routing Agreement 

There has been a report of ‘Total’ lorries driving through Kingsbury village.  It was worrying that when questioned about this ‘Total’ seemed not to know of the routing agreement that states they shouldn’t go through the village.  Councillor B Moss with help from NWBC has been looking into archive material to find documentary evidence of this agreement.  The Clerk will then pass this onto ‘Total’.
781
North Warwickshire Play Strategy – Big Lottery Fund Bid

There is £200,000 available to the North Warwickshire area to develop locally identified children’s play projects.  Kingsbury has been listed along with nine others as priority areas.  The Clerk together with NWBC put in a bid for the deadline of 8th January for the Church Lane Recreation Area.  NWBC will then need to select which ones will go through to the next stage.
782
Grounds Maintenance quote for 2007/2008

The quote has been received for 2007/2008.  Costs have gone up slightly as would be expected and Councillors unanimously agreed to accept the quote from NWBC. It covers some mowing, litter picking and tidying of footpaths that the Parish Council is responsible for.  The quote works out at just below £2000.
783
Post Box, Sycamore Road
Councillor S Boydell reported that the post box in Sycamore Road had still not been painted despite Royal Mail putting it on the list to be done for last year.  The Clerk will contact Royal Mail again.
784
Street Light out
Councillor Thomas reported a street light out by the play area at Piccadilly.  The Clerk would report this to WCC to see if it comes under their responsibility.
785
BT Manhole Cover
Councillor A Lewis reported a dangerous manhole cover in the grass verge opposite 37 Wood Street, Wood End.  The Clerk would report this to BT.
786
Footpath Maps for the Parish
Councillor A Lewis had been asked by a resident if there are any up-to-date footpath maps for the Parish of Kingsbury.  The Clerk will enquire.
787
Motorbike Nuisance in Wood End

Councillor A Lewis reported that there was an increase in motorbike nuisance in Wood End.  The Clerk would report this to the Police.

788
County Highways Matters Raised

The following were reported to County Highways:-

· Pothole after number 32 Coronation Road, Hurley towards Meadow Road-Cllr Lewis.

· Flooding by EMR just before the railway bridge-Cllr Thomas

· Uneven pavement causing flooding at the entrance to Mill Crescent, Kingsbury on the shop side of the road-Cllr M Moss

· Long Kerb at Wood End, any date yet for work to commence-Cllr Lewis

· Mud on the Road, Bodymoor Green Farm, Hurley-Cllr Thomas

789
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be at Kingsbury School, Kingsbury - Wednesday 21st February 2007 at the slightly earlier time of 6.15pm.
790 Accounts for payment
It was proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor H Phillips:

RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Piccadilly Community Centre - Hire of Hall for meeting    

       £12.00

Clerk’s Salary January





     £519.76

RTB Contractors – Hard standing for bus stop, Kingsbury

     £822.50
Admin costs 







     £154.58

NWBC Planning Application fees




     £135.00

Bank Balances




31st January 2007
Current Account





  £1,244.15
Reserve Account 





  £2,224.47
Capital Reserve Account




£18,140.27
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
