Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 20th September 2006, at Wood End Village Hall, Wood End.

Present:
Councillors: 
L Forsyth (Chair), B Moss, A Lewis, I Thomas, 

M Moss, R Cox, and A Jenns

Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors: S Boydell, 

H Phillips  
692
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillor Forsyth declared a personal interest in any matters relating to Waterloo Housing Association, by reason of a family member being an employee.

· Councillors L Forsyth, B Moss, and A Lewis declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Centre.

693
Minutes

It was proposed by Councillor A Lewis and seconded by Councillor A Jenns:

Resolved - That the minutes of the meeting held on 19th July 2006, are approved as a true record.
694
Public Questions 

There were no public questions raised.
695
Road Safety Issues, Kingsbury (668)
Further developments to the issues are as follows:-

· Bus Shelters/Bus Stops – The temporary bus stop was moved to a different site for a further trial as the previous site had safety concerns.  Arriva has advised that there are no operational problems and the stop is being used on a regular basis.  They suggested that a permanent infrastructure would be beneficial to users and operators.  This was discussed at length and it was decided that the Clerk would look at costs for hard-standing, but a shelter would have to be budgeted for at a later date.  If this new site was made permanent the existing wooden shelter and stop would be removed.
696
New Street Lamps – Piccadilly (670)

The cost for three additional 5m lighting columns would be in the region of £5,240 to install and service.  Councillors B Moss and I Thomas are in communication with WCC and the local Member of Parliament to try to secure some funding for this.  

697
Fibre optic speed signs (672)
A letter has been received stating that our request to be included in the scheme called ‘Speed Aware’(a temporary flashing speed aware sign) for Knowle Hill, Hurley is being processed.  If WCC cannot find a suitable place for the fixed sign then they will try and provide a mobile SpeedAware operator for a short period of time.  
698
Ditch opposite Brick Kiln Lane, Knowle Hill (674)
The ditch is the responsibility of the adjacent landowner.  Concerns have been raised that it smells, is overgrown and full of litter The Clerk has informed County Highways who have written to the landowner to clean it out.  As this request has been ignored the Clerk will follow up correspondence received from Environmental Health and write again to WCC. 

699
Mill Island Planting (677)
BP Oil have sponsored the planting on the island in the past and are in contact with WCC who discussed the original design plans to see if any further planting can be done.  BP will contact the Clerk with any further information they receive from WCC.

700
Hurley Village Hall (678)
· Pavements/roads are in a dangerous state outside Hurley Village Hall following building work.   -  A letter received from Waterloo Housing states that the work to the footpath and car park will start in September, followed by the wearing course of the road and the white lining works.

· Whose responsibility is it to tend to the flower beds at the rear of the Village Hall?  It was agreed by Councillors to ask NWBC to maintain the small piece of land behind the Village Hall and include the costs on the annual grounds maintenance charge for the Parish Council.  An initial visit to remove all weed growth, dead and damaged shrubs etc would cost £63.48 with subsequent visits costing £15.87.  It was proposed by Councillor A Lewis and seconded by Councillor B Moss that the initial visit should be asked for in the Spring and the frequency of further visits would be decided at a later date.  RESOLVED: That NWBC be asked to tend to the flower bed in the spring at a cost of £63.48 which could be included in the annual grounds maintenance charge for the Parish Council.
701
Woodbridge Road, Hurley (681)
The Clerk was asked to contact WCC to see if the new road could be adopted.  Correspondence from WCC states that the developer never entered into a Section 38 Agreement to secure adoption of the cul-de-sac.  It would be necessary to ascertain ownership of the road to secure their consent if adoption is to be taken any further.  The sewers have already been adopted, but work maybe necessary on the street lighting and other issues including legal and administrative costs in processing the adoption.  The residents may be approached to see if they are prepared to meet the costs.  Councillors felt that this was up to WCC to liaise with the residents on this matter.
702
Grit Bin, Kingsbury (684)
The Parish Council were asked if they could provide a grit bin so that the school crossing lady could scatter some salt on the paths in icy conditions.  County Highways would maintain it thereafter.  The cost for a 200ltr grit bin would be £114.00.  It was proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor I Thomas that a bin be purchased and that County Highways would fill it with rock salt.  

RESOLVED: That a grit bin be purchased for Kingsbury at a cost of £114.00.
703
Piccadilly Bus Stop (687)
Concerns had been raised by elderly people when crossing the road from the bus stop.  A meeting was arranged with WCC and Arriva to see if any solution could be found to the problem.  Various suggestions were discussed, not all of them practical for one reason or another.  Councillors asked the Clerk to write to WCC asking for their help in this matter.
704
Kingsbury School-Specialist Status (688) 
Councillors and members of the public are invited to the high profile official opening event on 28th September.  The Clerk showed Councillors a copy of the prospectus that had been produced with some of the money donated from the Council.

705
Correspondence

The Clerk reported on the following:-

· North Warwickshire Council for Voluntary Services – meeting dates

· Network Rail Telecommunication mast in Dosthill

· WCC – Notice of application for an order stopping up part of the public highway Islington Crescent

· WCC-Warwickshire Waste Core Strategy: preferred options and proposals consultation

· WALC Annual General meeting 24th October 2006

· Update on Hurley and Wood End play areas

· WCC- Supporting People Event 3rd October

· Rural Services Review Booklet

· WRCC-Affordable Housing for Local People

· Kingsbury Playground Inspection report

· North Warkwickshire CAB – Annual General Meeting

· Warwickshire Local History Society Bulletin

· WCC- The Essentials Issue 4

· WCC-Environment and Economy ‘Our Year’ in review 2005/06

· NWBC-Mayor’s Civic Service

· Thank you letter from the Kingsbury Table Tennis Club for donation given
· EnCams-Local Environmental quality, a Town and Parish Guide

· WCC-Copy of Updated Parish Emergency Plan (copies to be requested for each Councillor)
· Central Networks-Building Better and Safer Environments in your Community

· North Warwickshire Citizens Advice Bureau- Thank you letter for donation

· WCC-Minerals Core Strategy – Issues and Options

· Vandalism to Public Payphone at Knowle Hill, Hurley
· Wood Street Trees – A date has yet to be confirmed when planting will take place.
· Waste Materials rear of shop, High Street, Hurley

· STWA – Manhole Chamber 5 Brick Kiln Lane

706
Traffic speed in Sycamore Road 

WCC have now looked into the request for action regarding the speed of traffic on Sycamore Road, Kingsbury.  The findings are as follows:
· The investigation shows that Sycamore Road does not meet the Government criteria and therefore WCC are unable to establish a permanent fixed or mobile speed camera site.

· The speed data collected shows that there is a small problem with speed compliance.  Unfortunately, there is no suitable location to undertake speed enforcement within the community due to operational constraints.

· The only alternative suggested was the initiative ‘Communities against traffic speed (CATS).  This involves displaying notices around the community to encourage people to think about their speed.
707
Kingsbury Recreation Ground Issues –  Litter Bins, Bench and Litter 

The following items were discussed:-
· Litter Bin for Kingsbury Recreation ground – The Young Persons Safety officer together with local young people want to apply for funding from Crimebeat for a litter bin.  The bid would not include the emptying costs and the Parish Council have been asked if they could provide money for this.  It was proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor M Moss and agreed:

RESOLVED: That the Parish Council would ensure that the bin was emptied as part of the annual grounds maintenance charge paid to NWBC.  Cost may be in the region of £125.00 a year.
· Bench – Councillors felt that the possibility of a further bench for the recreation ground should be put on hold for the time being. 
· Litter – There have been complaints/reports from residents about the considerable amount of litter and glass on the recreation ground.  It was agreed by all Councillors that the Parish Council would increase the litter pick from monthly to fortnightly to help with this problem.  This would be added to the annual Grounds Maintenance charge.

RESOLVED: NWBC be asked to increase the litter picking for the recreation ground in Kingsbury to fortnightly (instead of monthly) at an extra cost of £48.36.

708
Hurley Village Hall Accounts and Proposed ICT Room

· Accounts – The Clerk had received the latest accounts for the Village hall to enable her to complete the Charity Commission’s Annual Return.  These were shared with Councillors.
· ICT Room – The Hurley Community Association are trying to set up a computer club and have asked for help, financial or otherwise.  They have been given a number of computers, screens and printers to get the project off the ground.  Councillors agreed that this was a worthwhile project, but have asked the Clerk to get more information on the costs involved, before discussing it further.

709
Oil Terminals Alarm Testing Times
Councillor Thomas asked if we could be provided with a list of testing times for the alarms at each of the oil depots to put peoples’ minds at rest.  The Clerk will ask if this is possible.

710
Spare Keys for the New Parish Notice Board

Councillor Lewis asked if it would be possible to order some spare keys for the recently installed notice board in Wood End.  The Clerk to contact the company who provided it.
711
Emergency Information
Councillor Lewis asked on behalf of Piccadilly Community Association if it would be possible for them to have some safety information in case of an emergency at the oil depots.  The Clerk would see if any information could be obtained.

712
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly - Wednesday 18th October.
713 Accounts for payment
It was proposed by Councillor A Lewis and seconded by Councillor I Thomas:

RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Clement Keys Chartered Accountants-External Audit 

   £293.75

Wood End Village Hall - Hire of Hall for meeting    

     £12.00

Clerk’s Salary







   £519.76
Kingsbury School






£3,754.00
H Johnson and Son (engraving chain of office)


     £24.00

WCC Hire of pool (Aquarius)





   £955.50
Inland Revenue






   £729.15

Admin costs (post/phone/internet)




   £125.30

Bank Balances



     30th September 2006
Current Account




     £1,051.32
Reserve Account (Clubs and Societies)

   £15,184.66
Capital Reserve Account



   £18,039.91
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
