Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 19th November 2008, at Kingsbury School, Kingsbury.

Present:
Councillors: 
A Jenns (Chair), H Phillips, A Lewis, J Whitby, 

A Simpson, B Moss, M Moss, I Thomas, J Thomas and K Giles.

Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr C Ayasamy.

277
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors B Moss, M Moss, A Lewis and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillors J Thomas and A Lewis declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association.

278
Public Questions  (256)

The following issues were raised by a member of the public at the September meeting and the responses are as follows:-

1. Are refuges for Tamworth Road, Kingsbury a possibility?

There is a fund that the County Councillor can bid from to get a feasibility study done for works that fall outside the normal funding streams (ie casualty reduction funding).  This has been requested.

2. Wooden bus shelter in Kingsbury is damaged/rubbish in roof space.
NWBC inspected the shelter and a rough price to repair the shelter was £1000.00 with the risk of further work needed within 12 months.  The structure is safe but not watertight.  It was unanimously agreed, due to the excessive cost involved, that it would be looked at again at a later date.
279
Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr B Moss and seconded by Cllr I Thomas and agreed by all:

RESOLVED - That the minutes of the meeting held on 17th September 2008, are approved as a true record subject to a change in wording of minute 264 – Proposed Play Equipment Kingsbury Recreation Ground (from Cllrs ‘would like’ to Cllrs ‘want’ to see the ‘kick about wall’ as part of the teen provision).   
280
Speeding vehicles in Hurley (259)
WCC have now looked at the points raised by residents at the public meeting and put together a proposed scheme to combat speeding in Hurley Common.  Parish Councillors are keen for the scheme to be implemented and WCC can now progress to the formal consultation stage.  Local residents can read the response from WCC and see the latest proposals by checking the Hurley page of the website www.kingsburyparishcouncil.co.uk
It was proposed by Councillor I Thomas and seconded by Councillor A Lewis and agreed by all that:-
RESOLVED:  Kingsbury Parish Council agrees to the proposed scheme to try to help reduce the speed of vehicles travelling through Hurley Common.  WCC will be informed so that they can move the process forward to the formal consultation stage.

281
Steps and footway into the Water Park (260)

WCC are meeting the contractor in December to look at the hand rails on Public Footpath T26 and whilst on site they will ask them to undertake a small surface repair on T27 at the rear of the school, at the start of the path close to the church.  This work should have been looked into when the contractors were on site repairing the flood walk.

282
When will power be restored to the lamps in Hurley Common?  (262)

WCC are waiting for Carillion to fit a new bracket.  It is hoped that it will be installed on site by the end of November and connected by E-on a month or so after.

283
‘Black Path’ (263)
A section of hedgerow on the Hurley ‘Black Path’ T53 needs cutting back.  NWBC have also reported this to Countryside Recreation to get the necessary work done.  We are waiting for a response.  Councillor Simpson also commented that the hawthorn bushes are now obstructing the path.  This will be passed onto WCC.
284
Proposed Play Equipment-K’bury Recreation Ground, Church Lane (264)

Another meeting of the sub committee with NWBC was held in November.  Concerns were being raised by the Police Force Architectural Liaison Officer and NWBC that the site did not have natural surveillance ie not well overlooked and this was a safety issue if putting teen equipment on the site.  
Other options were discussed and considered.  One option was to have the younger site on the recreation ground and the older children’s site behind the Youth Centre but there were many issues to look into as this site was not a parish council site and again does not have natural surveillance.  It was decided to explore the possibility of this option and meet again in two weeks with the results.  If the findings were not satisfactory then we would continue with the original plan and the lighting issue would be looked into.
285
Proposed Household Waste Recycling/Transfer Centre (266)  

Great concern has been raised by local people to this proposed site, mainly of an increase in traffic using the village roads if this centre goes ahead.  The Parish Council has sent a statement of objections to WCC to be considered when the application goes to the Regulatory Committee in January 2009.

Some revised site information has since been received and will be looked into to see if it addresses any of the concerns.
286
Piccadilly Play Area (267) 

The gap by the ‘kissing gate’ left by the contractors when fitting Piccadilly play area needs blocking off.  NWBC will look into this at some point.

287
Notice Board for Kingsbury (268)

Kingsbury Library has agreed to have a parish notice board inside the library where it can be seen from the windows.  This should arrive in December.

288
Councillors Parish matters raised – September (270)

Lamp No 19 out (Tamworth Road-opposite Smith St) – WCC say that two new lamp columns in Wood End should now be working and the old column will be removed in the next couple of weeks.  The Church sign has been put back on the lamp post.  

289
Freedom of Information Act-New model publication scheme (273)
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 the Information Commissioner was under a duty to review the model publication schemes.  This is now complete and the adoption of the new scheme by parish councils must take place before 31st December 2008.  
Councillors had copies of the new scheme to look at prior to the meeting.  This was discussed and costs decided on.  Some of the information would be on the website and the rest that is applicable to Kingsbury Parish Council obtainable from the Clerk.  It was proposed by Cllr A Jenns and seconded by Cllr H Phillips and agreed by all:-
RESOLVED: Kingsbury Parish Council have adopted the Freedom of Information Act - New Model Publication Scheme.  Costs for photocopying will be 20p per sheet with a minimum charge of £1.00 and postage at the current cost.
290
Councillors Parish matters raised – October (274)
The following responses have been received from the relevant authorities:-

· Numerous pot holes were reported - by the entrance to Kingsbury School, junction of Piccadilly Way, Pear Tree Road, junction of Tamworth Road/Trinity Road and junction of Sycamore Road – These have all been added to the list when the weather gets a bit drier.
· The path Elm Tree to Trinity Road is in bad condition – This will be repaired as necessary in the next couple of weeks.
· Sunken manholes in Wood End – They are safe and County Highways believe they belong to Severn Trent.
· Crack in the path at the base of lamp post by 21 Mill Crescent – This is being looked into by the Street Lighting Group as the column may need resetting.
· ‘Dent’ in the road, Sherwood Close – This will be reinstated.
· Trees in Edge Hill are obstructing the lights – This has been passed onto the Tree Inspector.
· Markings on speed humps in Knowle Hill are faded – This years white lining programme has now been completed but this will be added to next years programme.
· Tree cut down by Kingsbury Library – is it going to be replaced? – The Forestry section of WCC did not know of this tree being removed.  If they find any more information out they will report back.
· Recycling bins are overflowing at Kingsbury – These have been reported to NWBC who will arrange a collection.
291
Correspondence


The Clerk reported on the following:-
· NWBC – Planning training sessions on 20th and 26th November at 7pm.
· NWBC - Christmas card and tree recycling (info on website)
· WCC Home Woodchipping Service (info on website)
· WCC - Primary Gritting Routes in Warwickshire

· North Warks Arts committee meeting 20th November

· WALC Newsletter October 2008

· NALC Employment briefing 2008/09 salary award for Clerks

· Visionary Leadership and Community Engagement a Briefing event for Chairman and aspiring Chairman

· NALC Legal Briefing – Communities in Control – Codes of Conduct  -  A consultation

· NALC Legal Briefing – Sustainable Communities Act 2007, update

· Clerks and Councils Direct November 2008

291
Correspondence continued


· CVS Annual General Meeting and Annual Report

· NWBC Annual meeting between Borough and Parish Councils 4/12/08

· Open Spaces Autumn 2008

· NALC LCR Official Journal November 2008

· WCC first edition of Prime Time Newsletter

· RSPB Middleton Lakes project
292
North Arden Heritage Trail project
A short talk was given to Councillors about the North Arden Heritage Trail project as it is about to be moved forward to our community.  There will be a launch meeting planned for January and it is hoped to involve as many groups/residents as possible to help with the scheme.  One activity, stone carvings, can be made at workshops by local residents and placed along the trail.  General information and all about the project can be found on the website www.northwarks.gov.uk/ardentrail   Also information will be posted on the parish website.
293
Kingsbury Hall planning application
Councillor B Moss informed Councillors that there was a planning application going through concerning properties to be built on Kingsbury Hall site.  The Clerk will check whether NWBC can accept representations after our January meeting.  If this is not possible then a statement will be produced and circulated to all Councillors for approval.
294
Dog Bins for Piccadilly

Councillor I Thomas reported that there were no dog bins in Piccadilly.  This will be followed up.
295
Adoption Scheme - Red Telephone Kiosks

The Whateley phone box is on the list for proposed removal due to lack of use.  The residents of Whateley would like to keep the telephone kiosk as it is a village landmark.  There is a scheme to ‘Adopt a Kiosk’ once the phone has been disconnected if the local/parish council apply to take ownership of the kiosk.  The Clerk has looked into this and explained the system to Councillors.  A decision needs to be made whether to pay and have the electricity supply removed or pay the minimum bill for supply to the box.  This was discussed at length and proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor H Phillips and agreed by all:

RESOLVED: Kingsbury Parish Council will apply to adopt the kiosk and pay for the electricity supply to be removed.  A quote for this to be obtained from Energy Services.
296
Request for contribution towards notice boards

Two requests have been received for help to purchase notice boards:-

· The first is from Kingsbury School/Kingsbury Swimming Pool.  It is proposed to put two notice boards in the entrance to the swimming pool.  One for the school to use and the other to be shared by the pool and the Parish Council.  The cost of one board is £231.00.  The school will pay for one board and they are asking for assistance to pay for the other.
· Also Hurley Community Association is asking for £345, the shortfall on the grant they have received towards a new board for outside the Village Hall.  This will help to advertise all local events and notices including parish ones. 
Both requests were discussed and it was proposed by Cllr H Phillips and seconded by Cllr A Lewis and agreed by all:-

RESOLVED: £231 will be given to Kingsbury School and £345 to Hurley Community Association for new notice boards.

297
Review of Effectiveness of Audit

A meeting has to be arranged once a year to review the accounts procedures for audit purposes.  The Chair, Vice-Chair and Clerk to meet in January before the January meeting.  Date to be arranged.
298
Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be at Piccadilly Community Centre on Wednesday 21st January 2009.  Further dates for 2009 to be decided at the January meeting as the date for the February meeting is likely to change.
299
Accounts for payment (to cover Nov and Dec)
It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor A Lewis: 
RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs November/December



     £1,394.23
HM Revenue and Customs





        £801.04

WCC (Aquarius pool fees)





     £1,085.00
Wood End Village Hall – hire of room (sub meeting x 2 )     
          £14.00

Open Spaces Society






          £30.00

North Warwickshire Area Committee



          £15.00
NWBC Grounds Maintenance payment/Litter Bins


     £3,627.26

Bank Balances





31st  December 2008
Current A/c







      £2,755.92
Reserve A/c







    £18,074.29
Capital Reserve A/c






    £10,093.87
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
