Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 21st November 2007, at Hurley Village Hall, Hurley.

Present:
Councillors: 
I Thomas (Chair), A Jenns, A Lewis, J Whitby, 

J Thomas, A Simpson, B Moss, M Moss, H Phillips, K Giles and 
C Ayasamy.
Clerk:
S Humphries

28
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors A Lewis, B Moss, M Moss and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor J Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association, North Warwickshire CVS and Steering Group Warwickshire - CAVA.

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

· Councillors I and J Thomas, A Lewis and M Moss declared a personal interest in the planning application regarding the monument at Piccadilly.
29
Minutes

It was proposed by Councillor A Jenns and seconded by Councillor A Lewis and agreed by all:

Resolved - That the minutes of the meeting held on 17th October 2007, are approved as a true record.

30
Public Questions  

There were no public questions raised.

31
Bus Shelters (4)
· Litter bin for Kingsbury bus stop –  NWBC are ordering the litter bin for the site as part of a larger order to keep the cost down.  A date is awaited for delivery and fitting.
· New Bus Shelter for Piccadilly – The shelter has now been ordered and delivery is expected in late November/early December.  The work to be done on the path should be completed in the next four weeks and the dropped kerbs are on the programme for 2008.  
32
Speeding vehicles in Hurley (5)
A new Project Leader is to be appointed who will deal with speeding problems in this area.  The Clerk will get in touch to discuss the improvements to signs that were mentioned, and see what further measures can be taken.

33
Whateley Lane - Heavy Vehicles (6)
WCC are now looking at signing the lane as unsuitable for heavy goods vehicles from both directions ie Trinity Road and Rush Lane, Dosthill.  A completion date cannot be given at the present time due to the requesting and waiting for utilities information and the erection of the sign would be done by external contractors.

34 
NWBC – Leisure and Recreation Dept (9)
· Swings on the recreation ground, Church Lane, Kingsbury - NWBC have reported that the frame to the flat swings is dull/flaking off and to repaint would cost £70.00.  (The cradle frame was pained last year).  It was proposed by Councillor A Lewis and seconded by Councillor K Giles and agreed by all:
RESOLVED:  That NWBC are asked to paint the flat swing frame for us at a cost of £70.00.
· Garden area behind the Village Hall, Hurley 
A response from Waterloo Housing confirms that they have a small contract to deal with the communal landscaping maintenance in Club Drive except the area directly behind the village hall.  They did not confirm how often this should be tended and although a letter stated that an order for the work had been placed and should be done within two weeks, it is still the same.  The Clerk will follow this up.
Unfortunately NWBC cannot provide mulch for HCA to use on the area behind the village hall.
35
Piccadilly Low Bridge (10)
A further meeting was held on 18th October with DSV, WCC and the Parish Council to discuss the on going problems with large lorries using the wrong route to and from Kingsbury Link.  This was quite productive with some suggestions and points being made that will be followed up by DSV and WCC.  A further meeting to be arranged in a few months time. 
36
Street Naming/Numbering at former Islington Crescent, Wood End (11)
The block of flats is to be called ‘Islington Court’.  The chosen name for the road is ‘Meadow View’ following a competition held at Wood End Primary School.
37
Parish Plans (12)
Prior to the meeting Councillors were given information on what a Parish Plan would involve for Kingsbury together with the information that the Clerk had gained from speaking to another Parish who had already completed one.  This was discussed and decided that it was a huge task with so many parishioners and properties in the community.  It was also stated that between 12 and 20 committed volunteers from the community would be needed.  The agreement was that at this time, due to the sheer scale and the volunteer commitment needed that it would be put on hold until more information was available about how other finished plans are benefiting parishes.
38
Lorries using Railway Bridge to access EMR, Trinity Road (13)
EMR have had their gate widened and a new bridge put in to improve the situation at the entrance to the site.  EMR has also informed all external firms of the correct route they should use and are confident that the situation will improve.  Councillor K Giles reported that there are still problems and gave the Clerk some names of companies whose vehicles are either using the wrong route, or speeding.  The Clerk will contact EMR again.
39
Public Realms Grant applications (15)
The applications for part funding of three litter bins (one at the new bus stop in Kingsbury, one for the Church Road recreation ground in Kingsbury and one for the Piccadilly bus stop) and a bench (opposite the Water Park on Coventry Road) were considered at the Area Forum West meeting in October.  The applications were successful for a grant of £1000 and a further amount of £375.25 was also awarded from the WCC fund.  NWBC are to order the litter bins for us as part of a bulk order.
The Clerk will liaise with NWBC to see if they can take delivery of the bench for us and fit it, as the bench is sold ‘delivery only’.

40
New Street Lights not working (16)
The three new street lights in Piccadilly are now all operational.
41
Junction 10 M42 (19)

Motorists are having problems getting onto the island at the M42 Junction 10 from Trinity Road.  There is also a flooding problem by the exit to the services area.  A response from Optima says that they are aware of the problems getting onto the island and it is mainly due to motorists ‘jumping’ red lights.  They have made recommendations and are awaiting feedback.  They suggested that the Parish Council write to the Highways Agency to further emphasise the problems people are having.
42
Bus Shelters in Kingsbury Parish (21)
According to NWBC, Kingsbury Parish Council is responsible for all repairs to bus shelters in the parish.  Councillors have no recollection of officially agreeing to this back in 1989.  The Clerk will look into some points raised concerning insurance of bus shelters.  Also a questionnaire has been received from NWBC asking for information to update their records on all bus shelters in the Parish.
43
Parish Matters 

The following points were raised with the appropriate authorities and the responses received are set out below:-

· Could posts be put on the grass verges as they are being damaged by large vehicles in Hurley Common – There is negligible damage therefore posts cannot be installed due to an extra maintenance burden.
· When are the road markings going to be done following resurfacing of Wood Street – County Highways believe they have been done.  Councillor A Lewis reported that the speed bumps and middle of the road lines still need doing.  The clerk to follow this up.
· Kerb stones have been demolished by the low bridge at Piccadilly – County Highways are aware of this and are investigating the best way of repairing it without too much traffic disruption.
· When will the paths over the motorway be repaired in Bodymoor Heath – This is on the programme for 2008 and should be done in April.
· Damaged 30mph sign on the Atherstone Road approaching Hurley – The sign post is leaning and will be straightened and also the foliage cleared from the sign opposite.
· The footway at the bottom of the steps into the Water Park is in a dangerous state – Work has been agreed to replace the flood walk with very thick concrete slabs and work should be started soon.
· Trees need cutting back in Wood Street – The tree inspector has been asked to look into this and will report back.  Also a new tree was promised outside number 41 Wood Street.  To follow up.
· Street light number 9 is out on Knowle Hill – Reported to WCC.
· Light has been hit at the bottom of Pitt Hill – Reported to WCC chase up.

· No lighting at the back of the Jubilee Court shops when going to the meeting room – The Neighbourhood Warden for the area has the matter in hand and the maintenance team will be attending to the light.
44
Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following:-

· WCC Winter Maintenance in Warwickshire 2007/2008-Gritting Routes

· Local Leadership in Action Event on 30th Jan 08

· Community Information from Warwickshire Police

· NWBC Street Naming and Numbering - New smallholding at Boulters Lane to be known as Over Coppice Farm

· NWBC Street Naming and Numbering – Former Manor House Farm, Foul End Lane to be known as Meadow Farm

· Open Spaces Society – Greens get a second chance

· WCC North Warwickshire Area Committee meeting 21st November

· North Warwickshire Tourism News

· Clerk and Councils Direct November 2007

· WRCC Country Matters Issue 36

· NALC LCR Volume 59 November 2007

· WALC Improvements for grass cutting, litter clearance and flooding

· Acknowledgment of the adoption of the revised Code of Conduct

· Warwickshire Rural Housing Association – Annual Report

· Warwickshire History – Journal of the Warwickshire Local History Society

· Postal Scam

· Parish Council Emergency Plan 2007/2008

· WCC Mobile Library services changing in January

· Training Sessions for Councillors and Chairmen

· WALC Newsletter November – copied to all Councillors

· Dates for next years meetings

· WALC-WCC proposals for involving people through locality committees

· NWBC – Planning - Draft of Local Requirements

· National Salary Award for Clerks 2007/2008 – 2.475% increase on all spinal points

· Finance update

· Goal posts in need of replacement at Hurley – NWBC are looking into funding for this.
45
Memorial Fund for Firefighters families
WCC has now endorsed the fund so it would be in order for Parish Councils to contribute to this using their section 137 allocation.  It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor B Moss and unanimously agreed that:

RESOLVED: £150.00 be donated to the Warwickshire Firefighters Families Fund following the tragic events at Atherstone-on-Stour in which four firefighters lost their lives.

46
Notice of Public Enquiry-Parishes of Kingsbury and Nether Whitacre – Upgrading of public bridleway starting at Foul End, Hurley and terminating on the B4098 Coventry Road
This enquiry to upgrade a public bridleway to a byway open to all traffic, takes place at Coleshill Town Hall on Tuesday 27th November 2007 at 10am.  A representative from the Parish Council is hoping to attend.
47
Parish Matters Raised
The following points have been raised by Councillors and will be reported to the appropriate authorities:
1. Excessive dog mess on Hemlingford Road – Councillor C Ayasamy
2. Lamp post number 4 on Piccadilly Way has been hit by a car – Cllr I Thomas
3. Excessive mud on the road from Dosthill to Kingsbury – Councillor M Moss
4. Central reservation bollard still not repaired by Mill Crescent – Cllr M Moss

5. Drains by 50, 58 and 70 Coventry Road blocked – Councillor B Moss

6. Reports of youths hiding alcohol in bushes in Kingsbury – Councillor K Giles
7. Damage to cars parked on Trinity Road – Councillor K Giles

8. Hedge overgrowing onto pavements by ‘St Margarets’ Kingsbury – Cllr Giles

9. Paths flooding from Co-op to Kingsbury School – Councillor K Giles

10. Kingsbury Link, Trinity Road markings need re-doing – Councillor H Phillips

48
Hurley Village Hall
Hurley Community Association is intending to replace the windows and doors of the Village Hall and have asked permission from the Parish Council as they are trustees.  There were no objections raised to this but the Clerk pointed out that she was in discussions with Waterloo Housing about the rear doors and a response from this would be chased up as it may have an effect on the quote.
49
Problems with path by Willow Close, Kingsbury

Councillor A Ayasamy reported problems that residents of Sycamore Road, Kingsbury are having with noise, nuisance from young people and vandalism along a pathway that cannot be seen clearly from the road.  Residents are asking if the path could be closed off.

50
Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be at Wood End Village Hall on Wednesday 16th January 2008 at 6.45pm.  
51
Accounts for payment
It was proposed by Councillor A Lewis and seconded by Councillor H Phillips:

RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs November





£650.33
Administrative Costs December





£564.96

HM Revenue and Customs





£800.59

NWBC Election Expenses





£1737.00

Hurley Community Association Room Hire



£15.00

Warks, Solihull & B’ham Training Partnership



£5.00


Warks Firefighters Families Fund (Minute 45 Nov 07)


£150.00
Queensbury Shelters – new bus shelter (cost to be re-imbursed)

£4470.88

Bank Balances





31st December 2007
Current A/c







    £249.59
Reserve A/c







  £2,650.18
Capital Reserve A/c






£10,948.49
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
