Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 20th June 2007, at Wood End Village Hall, Wood End.

Present:
Councillors: 
I Thomas(Chair), A Jenns, H Phillips, B Moss, M Moss, A Lewis, C Ayasamy, J Whitby and J Thomas 

Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor K Giles 
915
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors A Lewis, B Moss, M Moss and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Centre.

· Councillor J Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Centre and North Warwickshire CVS.

916
Minutes

It was proposed by Councillor A Jenns and seconded by Councillor M Moss:

Resolved - That the minutes of the meeting held on 9th May 2007, are approved as a true record.

917
Public Questions  

There were no public questions raised.

918
Co-opted Member

Following the elections in May and the Annual meeting where one further member was co-opted onto Kingsbury Parish Council, there was still one vacancy.  A nomination was received for this Hurley vacancy and this was discussed and then proposed by Councillor A Lewis and seconded by Councillor B Moss and agreed unanimously that Mr A Simpson be elected to Kingsbury Parish Council for the Hurley ward.  Mr Simpson attended the meeting at a later stage and duly signed the declaration of acceptance of office.
919
Bus Shelters/Bus Stops (891)
· Proposed Bus shelter for Kingsbury bus stop – The planning application for the proposed bus shelter on Tamworth Road has now been approved with the condition that we provide a litter bin on the site.  The Clerk will place the order for the shelter and look into costs for letter bins, as the price quoted by the company that NWBC recommend seemed expensive.
· Proposed Piccadilly bus shelter – Planning permission for the shelter has now been received from NWBC, but before the shelter can be ordered the safety assessment issues need to be addressed.  A site meeting was held with Councillor I Thomas, representatives from County Highways and the Clerk.  County Highways have agreed to install the dropped kerbs and a small path to make crossing the road safer, but the date for this may not be until November.  Also the Clerk will have to apply to make a small change to the planning application for the bus shelter side panel on one side to be made smaller, to ensure that pedestrians use the safest route to cross the road.  This should all be completed within the time limit to claim the grant for the shelter that has been awarded by WCC.
920
Speeding vehicles in Hurley (892)
An investigation into villages without a 30mph speed limit, on class ‘c’ roads, which includes Hurley Common has now been completed.  The tests on the traffic speed that were carried out in March 2007 showed good compliance with the 40mph speed limit.  There are specific criteria to be used during an investigation, and one of these states that speed limits should only be lowered when a reduction in vehicle speed can reasonably be expected.  Unfortunately in this case it was considered that the existing 40mph is appropriate for Hurley.  However, WCC appreciate that there are local concerns regarding the speed limit and say that it is possible to make some improvements to the speed limit signs and road markings.
Councillors were not happy with the decision and the Clerk will ask what exactly they are able to do with the signs and markings and report back to the next meeting.

921
Street Light out (893)
The street light is still out by the play area at Piccadilly.  Letters have been sent asking for it to be repaired for safety reasons but there have been changes in staff managing the pub, so now a letter has been sent to the owner suggesting that WCC could repair it for them at a small cost, but would need their permission to do so.
922
Footpath Maps for the Parish (894)
WCC have promised us three copies of the local footpath map for parish use.  They are still awaited.

923
Kerbs outside Co-op and the Red Box, Wood End (895)

County Highways have informed us that the work will be done by the end of June.  Councillor A Lewis reported that it had been marked up.
924
Pot holes Mill Crescent Estate (896)
County Highways have temporarily filled the worst pot holes and the road will be surface dressed this summer. The pot hole by Number 6 is believed to be the responsibility of STWA but this has now been filled.
925
Whateley Lane - Heavy Vehicles (897)
WCC are in the process of organising an automatic traffic count on the route to accurately monitor the number of lorry movements on the road.  It was agreed to wait for these results and recommendations from WCC before discussing this again.  The information is still not available.
926
Manhole, Brick Kiln Lane (899)
The scheduled work to put a new manhole in opposite number 5 Brick Kiln Lane has still not been completed.  The Clerk has contacted Severn Trent on numerous occasions to check on progress.  The Clerk was told on 19th June that STWA have done a sewer cleansing job and will chase and investigate further.

927
Direction Signs from Coventry (900)
WCC have been to the site and checked the sign that is reported to be giving confusing information to drivers of large vehicles.  Following the reply received the Clerk will respond and clarify the situation for the next meeting. 

928
Wood End bus stop pole 
This has been notified to Public Transport some time ago by County Highways.  The Clerk has also reported that it is lying on the ground, but no reply has been received to date.


929
NWBC – Leisure and Recreation Dept - matters raised (903)
· The swing seats on the recreation ground, Church Lane, Kingsbury are all damaged and jagged - NWBC have quoted for the work to replace and fit the cradle swing seats and the flat swing seats at a cost of £255.38.  This was a better price than the company gave us.  It was proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor H Phillips that:-
RESOLVED: The swing seats be replaced at a cost of £255.38

· Garden area behind the Village Hall, Hurley – NWBC to organise work for us.  Councillors were not very happy with the work done to the area so far and the Clerk is waiting for the response back from NWBC.
930
New lights – Piccadilly (905)
The work has now started on the cabling work for the new lights.
931
Signs to prevent Dog Fouling (909)
The signs painted on the paths are wearing off.  The Clerk reported this via e-mail to NWBC, but has had no response.  To be followed up. 
932
Damage to cars – Trinity Road (911)
The Police have been informed of the damage to parked cars on Trinity Road.  However, this needs to be reported to the Police at the time of the incident for them to be able to deal with it.
933
Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following:-

· Invitation to Carers Partnership Board

· WCC – Bespoke Woodwork projects

· Parish Induction Day for New Clerks and Councillors 21st July

· WALC newsletter May 2007

· Tamworth Borough Council-Draft Supplementary Planning Documents

· West Midlands Regional Assembly-Speaking Out Booklet Issue 15

· Open Space Summer 2007 Booklet

· The News – Stories from voluntary groups in North Warwickshire

· WCC Consultation of Draft Parking policies

· Community Environmental Action Projects

· WALC/WCC ICT support for Parish Councils

· Warwickshire Police – Good News Bulletins

· Riding Establishments Acts 1964 and 1970

· North Warwickshire Tourism News May 2007

· NWBC - Play Areas in Kingsbury

· NWBC – Sustained Employment through Learning Project

· WCC Variation of Planning permission for landfill site Rush Lane

· WCC Permission granted re application-Marston Sewerage Pumping Station

· NWBC – Kingsbury Oil Complex – Safety Leaflet-issued to properties
· Parish Council Community Emergency Plans – Annual Update

· Kingsbury Garden Centre plans for future development

· Information re flash floods – Emergency Planning Unit

· NWBC Garden Waste Collections

· WALC North Warks Area Committee of Parish Councils

· Play Areas NWBC

· Bank Signatories -  New Councillors
934
County Highways – matters raised
The Clerk reported the following to County Highways:-

· Uneven paths by Kingsbury Library – The recently tarmacced paths by the Library and the alley that goes through to Tamworth Road are uneven and not in a very good condition.  Councillor C Ayasamy

· Path from Kingsbury School to the Co-op – Uneven and holding water.  Councillor C Ayasamy

· Drains need cleaning out on Coventry Road by Linear Park – There is a lot of mud in the drains (even before the floods occurred) at the north entrance to Mill Crescent.  Councillor M Moss

· Overgrown Trees – Trees need trimming back on Pear Tree Avenue by the Youth Centre.  Councillor M Moss

· Crumbling path – In Bodymoor Heath the path over the motorway is crumbling both sides.  Councillor J Thomas
· Damage to grass verge by Mill Crescent following floods – This has already been reported to County Highways and they will repair the damage.  Councillors M and B Moss.
· Overgrown shrubbery – Overgrown where pedestrians walk from Bodymoor Heath to Kingsbury along the main road.  Councillor J Thomas

· Drains need clearing in Piccadilly – Three drains need clearing in Piccadilly.  Councillor I Thomas

· When are repairs expected to underground Pipes in Piccadilly? – Flooding problems occurred a while ago.  Councillor I Thomas
· Property in Pinewood Avenue, hedges are encroaching footpath – County Highways to write to property owners to ask that they trim hedges.  Councillor A Lewis

935
Teenage nuisance by shops in Kingsbury
Shopkeepers are experiencing problems from teenagers congregating around the shops in Kingsbury, particularly between 5pm and 7pm.  The Clerk will inform the local police to make them aware of this, but it would be helpful for shopkeepers to contact the Police when the problems are happening.

936
Piccadilly Low Bridge

A further meeting with DSV, WCC and the Parish Council to discuss the on going problems with large lorries using the wrong route to and from Kingsbury Link was scheduled for September.  Councillor I Thomas reported that the problems seem to be getting worse again.  The Clerk will contact the Manager of DSV to get an update on measures the company were going to implement following the last meeting.
937
Britannia Aquanauts Swimming Club

The Britannia Aquanaut club are struggling for membership this year but have recruited a further member and have asked if it is all right to continue using the pool at a reduced rate for this year.  Councillors were happy with this but the Clerk needs to check with WCC before getting back to them.

938
Street Naming/Numbering at former Islington Crescent, Wood End

Suggestions for the names and numbers of properties at the former Islington Crescent site have been received from NWBC.  Councillors asked the Clerk to write back and ask that ‘Islington Crescent’ be used in the address.
939
Parking outside Co-op in Wood End
Councillor A Lewis asked the Clerk to find out if any traffic measures could be put in place to make it safer for pedestrians to cross the road outside the Co-op in Wood End.  This is due to the number of parked cars and some problems reported to her by pedestrians.
940
Police Customer Forum

Councillor J Thomas reported on an advertisement in the local paper that Warwickshire Police were looking for volunteers to join a Customer Service Forum to help to improve the service they deliver.  Councillor I Thomas agreed to attend the next meeting. 
941
Parish Plans

Councillor B Moss has been contacted by the Community Partnership Officer for Warwickshire about encouraging Kingsbury to produce a Parish Plan.  There is also a possibility of producing a Village Traffic Plan independently if a Parish Plan is not being considered.  Councillor B Moss and the Clerk attended a meeting last year about this and after discussion with other Councillors it was decided at the time that it was too big a job with so many residents in the Parish.

The Clerk will contact WRCC to get more information on the Village Traffic Plans before arranging for an officer to be invited to a Parish Council meeting to give more details.
942
Lorries using Railway Bridge, Trinity Road

Councillor I Thomas asked the Clerk to contact EMR about their large container lorries using the railway bridge and driving through Piccadilly.
943
New Model Code of Conduct

All Parish Councillors were issued with the revised Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007, guide for members and other relevant paperwork, prior to the meeting.  This was discussed and it was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor A Lewis and unanimously agreed to:-
RESOLVED:- Kingsbury Parish Council have agreed to adopt the revised Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct for Parish and Town Councils) Order 2007 un-amended but to include paragraph 12(2).
944
Kingsbury Parish Council Accounts-Year ending 31/3/07
The completed accounts for 2006/2007 were sent to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  Unfortunately the Internal Auditor was unable to complete his work on them by the June meeting, although he hadn’t found any problems with the figures to date.  The Clerk explained the figures and significant variances to Councillors.  It was unanimously agreed that the Chair would sign the Statement of Assurance and Annual Return after the Internal Auditor had completed his work to ensure that there were no changes to the figures that had been agreed by the Parish Councillors.  They could then be sent to the External Auditor by the required date of 16th July 2007.  Any changes found would be notified to all Councillors.
945
Next Meeting (note date change)
The next meeting will be at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly on Wednesday 25th July 2007.  The September meeting is scheduled to be held at Kingsbury School.
946
Accounts for payment
It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor A Lewis:

RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs June





  £691.47
Inland Revenue







  £660.50

Warwickshire Playing Fields Association



    £15-00

Wood End Village Hall (room hire)




    £12.00
NWBC (balance due re play areas Hurley and Wood End)

£7360.00

Warks, Solihull, B’ham Training Partnership –Induction Course

    £75.00
H Johnson and Son (engraving Chain of Office)



    £17.50

Bank Balances





    30th June 2007
Current A/c







  £9,807.12 

Reserve A/c







  £8,096.24
Capital Reserve A/c






£10,901.63
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
