Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 21st February 2007, at Kingsbury School, Kingsbury.

Present:
Councillors: 
L Forsyth (Chair), B Moss, I Thomas, A Jenns, 

H Phillips, M Moss, A Lewis, and S Boydell 

Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor
R Cox

791
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillor Forsyth declared a personal interest in any matters relating to Waterloo Housing Association, by reason of a family member being an employee.

· Councillors L Forsyth, A Lewis, B Moss, and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Centre.

· Councillor B Moss declared a personal interest in Minute 765 concerning the planning application for a bus shelter and took no part in the discussion.
· Councillor A Lewis declared a personal interest in the minute concerning Hurley Nursery School places.

792
Minutes

It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor I Thomas:

Resolved - That the minutes of the meeting held on 17th January 2007, are approved as a true record.

793
Public Questions (764) 

There were no public questions raised at this meeting, but the following points were raised at the last meeting the responses are as follows:-

· Excess mud reported on the Tamworth Road from lorries using the Ski Centre-This has been inspected and is due to the sites wheel wash, but is quite safe.
· Road Sweepers used in cul-de-sacs in Kingsbury have the brushes at the back of the driver and it would be more efficient if they were at the front-The only type of sweeper with a brush at the front is the compact model and a pedestrian controlled type but they have speed and travelling limitations.  There are no larger types of sweepers available on the market with a brushing mechanism at the front.
794
Bus Shelters/Bus Stops (765)
· Kingsbury new site for bus stop – The Clerk has received some objections and comments regarding the planning application for a bus shelter on the new site.  These were read out to Councillors and discussed.  The Clerk will write to NWBC addressing the issues raised.

· Proposed Piccadilly bus shelter – An application for Planning permission for a shelter on the Piccadilly site will be filed.  Also an application for funding from a WCC scheme (Parish Council Bus Shelter Scheme) will be applied for which if successful will cover most of the cost of a new shelter.
795
Speeding vehicles in Hurley (766)
The Clerk reported on correspondence she had received that villages without a 30 mph limit are now being investigated.  A traffic survey is to be carried out in Hurley Common very soon.  The purpose is to establish the true speed of vehicles over at least a one week period.  When this information is available the possibility of reducing the speed limit can be assessed.
796
Kingsbury Link Signing (769)
A meeting was arranged with DSV Transport, WCC and local Councillors.  The outcome of the meeting was very positive and the minutes were discussed.  Some measures that will hopefully improve matters are to be trialled and it was decided to call another meeting in six months time to assess the situation.
797
Proposed Footpath Vicarage Bridge to Trinity Road (771)
This footpath proposal will be put forward for consideration at the Transport Capital Seminar in February 2007.  More information is awaited.

798
Kingsbury Railway Station Campaign (772)
A cheque will be raised to pass the money from the campaign, approximately £2600.00, onto the Parish Council in the near future.  This was previously agreed that the amount given to Kingsbury Parish Council general fund would be spent with transport in mind and to benefit the community.  If a station became an option for the future then the Parish Council could make available a similar sum of money if needed.

799
Kingsbury Playground Inspection Report (773)
The hole in the wet pour surface seems to have been caused by vandals.  NWBC can repair this for us for £20.00.  It was proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor L Forsyth and unanimously agreed that

RESOLVED:  NWBC be asked to carry out the repair at a cost of £20.00 and include the cost in the March invoice for Grounds Maintenance.
800
Changes to Arriva Bus timetables (778)
Bus Service changes have caused outrage from Hurley, Wood End and Piccadilly residents because the direct route into Birmingham has been removed and the times do not tie up for them to get the bus into Kingsbury first.  The Clerk has contacted Mike O’Brien MP, who has written to Arriva himself, and Arriva to see what can/is being done about the situation.  Arriva have no plans to put the service back on from the villages but they are looking into the times of the buses to and from the villages to make sure that they are compatible with the Kingsbury buses to and from Birmingham.  Unfortunately, Arriva cannot say how long this will take.
801
Tanker Routing Agreement (780)
The Clerk has spoken to the Operations Manager from Total concerning lorries driving through Kingsbury village.  Documentary evidence of this agreement will be sent to them to keep on file for future reference.  

802
North Warwickshire Play Strategy – Big Lottery Fund Bid (781)
Unfortunately Kingsbury has not been successful and will not be included in the initial submission portfolio.  Kingsbury was not prioritised high enough by the Play Strategy Sub-Group of NWBC to be put forward to the next stage.

A small number of young people and members of NWBC had been invited to attend the Parish Council meeting to put their points across that Kingsbury needed something for the young people to do.  The Clerk had pointed out prior to the meeting that other options rather than a teen shelter should be considered, as this had only recently been turned down on the Church Lane recreation ground.  
Following a discussion it was decided that the NWBC Officers and young people would initiate a consultation for some equipment etc to be placed on the Sycamore Road play area.  The young people can apply for funds themselves.  It was agreed at this stage that there could be an amount made available of £5000 towards play areas in Kingsbury as this is the amount donated by the Parish Council to the other sites in the Parish, although this was originally thought that it would be to help towards costs when Sycamore Road play area was being updated by NWBC.  NWBC would report back with any further information.

803
Post Box, Sycamore Road (783)
The post box in Sycamore Road has still not been painted despite Royal Mail putting it on the list to be done for last year.  The Clerk will chase up a response from Royal Mail.

804
Street Light out (784)
Councillor Thomas reported a street light out by the play area at Piccadilly.  The light does not come under WCCs responsibility.  The Clerk will write to the Manager of the Jewel in the Crown Public House and ask that they get the light repaired for safety reasons.
805
BT Manhole Cover (785)
Councillor A Lewis reported a dangerous manhole cover in the grass verge opposite 37 Wood Street, Wood End.  This has been reported to BT, given a job reference number and will be looked into.

806
Footpath Maps for the Parish (786)
Councillor A Lewis had been asked by a resident if there are any up-to-date footpath maps for the Parish of Kingsbury.  The Clerk has been told by WCC that good bookshops stock maps for different areas at a cost of £7.49.  The Clerk’s copy is for the Parish use only but is dated 1998 and this is the latest edition!  Councillor Lewis asked if we could be informed of any paths that had been stopped up or changed in the last 5 years.  The Clerk and Councillor B Moss will follow this up.
807
Motorbike Nuisance in Wood End (787)
The increase in motorbike nuisance in Wood End has been reported to the Police.  Councillor Phillips added that the swing gate at the bottom of Wood Street has been cut off and this is not helping the problem.  The Clerk will report this to the Ministry of Defence.
808
County Highways Matters Raised (788)
The following were reported to County Highways:-

· Pothole after number 32 Coronation Road, Hurley towards Meadow Road-this will be filled.
· Flooding by EMR just before the railway bridge-There is a damaged pipe in the road.  They will excavate to remedy it in due course.
· Uneven pavement causing flooding at the entrance to Mill Crescent, Kingsbury on the shop side of the road-The flooding has cleared following the heavy rain and no action is deemed necessary.
· Kerbs outside Co-op and the Red Box, Wood End – This job was scheduled to be done but the recent snow fall delayed it.  County Highways have informed us that the original plan to replace the kerbs with in-situ concrete is not allowed, so new kerbs will be laid instead.

· Mud on the Road, Bodymoor Green Farm, Hurley-No action needed as it was clear at the time of inspection. 
809 Correspondence

The Clerk reported on the following:-

· NWBC-Annual meeting between Borough and Town/Parish Councils minutes

· E-on Central Networks – be prepared for a power cut

· Parish Plans – defer until after elections
· West Midlands Rural Community Council Network – May issue

· Tamworth Borough Council-Core Strategy Issues

· Country Matters Issue 37 Winter 2006

· A time for celebration 23rd April – St Georges Day

· Audit Commission – Appointment of External Auditor

· Atherstone Fun Day June 2nd 2007

· NALC-Review of the Quality Town and Parish Council Scheme

· WCC Advisory disabled parking space, The Laurels, Kingsbury

· NWBC-West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy – Phase Two Revision

· WCC-Warwickshire Minerals core Strategy: Preferred Options Consultation

· Warwickshire Best Kept Village Competition 2007

· Report on problems at Hurley Recreation Ground-NWBC issue
· WALC One Day briefing Seminar ‘Changing Times for Parish and Town Council’s 10th March 2007

· WALC Newsletter February 2007 (copy to all Cllrs)

· NALC-Consultation on Amendments to the Model Code of Conduct for Local Authority Members (copy to all Cllrs)

· NALC Legal Briefing re Disability Discrimination Act

· NWBC Engaging the Community/Small Businesses in the Planning Process

· North Warks Combined Parish Councils Area Executive Meeting minutes

· WCC Minerals Core Strategy Preferred Options

· Kingsbury History Society membership 2007

810
Crocus Walk 2007 – Kingsbury Water Park 18th March 2007

Councillor Boydell is taking part in this walk to help raise money for Breakthrough Breast Cancer and asked if the Parish Council would consider making a small donation to this good cause.  It was proposed by Councillor Philips and seconded by Councillor B Moss and unanimously agreed:
RESOLVED: A donation of £150.00 would be given to the Breakthrough Breast Cancer charity.  Cheque to be raised at the March meeting.

811
Pool Hire - Insurance

It was decided that all users of the Pool in Parish time should pay the nominal fee for insurance at the beginning of the financial year as this is when the insurance premiums are due for payment.

812
Street Signage

The following signs were reported by Councillors as damaged or broken and will be reported to WCC:

· ‘No through’ Road sign, Coventry Road, Kingsbury (‘Millionaires Row’)

· ‘Single Track’ sign, Dexter Lane, Hurley 

· ‘School this Way’ sign Tamworth Road, Wood End
813
WALC Nominations for Royal Garden Party 10/7/07

Nominations are invited from Councillors to recognise unstinting services to local councils to attend the Royal Garden Party in the summer.  Nominations then go into a hat for selection.  It has been previously agreed that if any Councillors are successful then the Parish Council would pay for the travelling expenses to London.  Councillor I Thomas was nominated.
814
Verge Damage, Hurley Common

Councillor Lewis has had reports from residents in Hurley Common, that lorries are driving over the grass verges to get past other traffic and therefore churning them up.  There are no kerbs to stop them.  County Highways have inspected the verges and do not consider the damage serious enough to take any action.
Councillors asked the Clerk to find out the weight limit for vehicles in Hurley Common and whether it can be enforced.

815
Raised Walkway, Kingsbury Water Park
Councillor A Jenns reported that the raised walkway in the Water Park is in a poor state.  The surface has washed away, it is uneven and there are pot holes in it.  The Clerk will report this to WCC.
816
Damage to Mill Crescent bus shelter 

The bus shelter has yet again been vandalised.  The Clerk has been given a contact to get the repair done and is waiting to find out a price.  It was proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor I Thomas and agreed that if the cost was under £250.00 the Clerk could get the repair done.
RESOLVED: Repair of the Mill Crescent bus shelter be carried out if the cost was no more than £250.00

817
Hurley Nursery

A letter was received from Hurley Nursery asking if there was any money in a ‘Parish Fund’ to help with a child’s costs for attending Nursery.  In the past the Parish Council has always tried to help the organisation, but unfortunately, after discussing this case, it was agreed that this does not fall within the remit of money that the Parish Council can provide.  The Clerk will write to the Nursery and suggest that the Local Education Authority should be the ones to approach.

818
Parking, Barlow Court, Kingsbury
Councillor B Moss has asked if the Police can do anything to enforce the no parking on double yellow lines in Barlow Court.  This is an on-going problem for residents.  The Clerk will report the problems to the Police. 

819
Piccadilly

Councillor Thomas asked if the Parish Council would support two projects that are being undertaken by a sub group of Piccadilly Community Association called Mining Heritage 2006, to research the history of the village and the colliery.
· A monument for the Pit – Mike O’Brien MP is helping to try to obtain funding from local business.
· A book – The village was 100 years old in 2004 and it is hoped for funding from the Heritage Lottery.

Councillors were in agreement that these were worthwhile projects and the Clerk will write letters of support from the Parish Council that may hopefully help with funding for the projects.
820
Police Phone book entry

Councillor B Moss asked the Clerk to contact the Police about the entry placed in the phone book for ‘Warwickshire Police’.
821
Proposed Recycling Plant at Baxterley

Councillor Phillips asked if the Parish Council would support making an objection to a proposed Planning Application for a Recycling Plant to be based at Baxterley.  It is felt that it will have an impact on the traffic volume around this Parish and there are concerns over the size and types of waste.  Councillors agreed to support this.  The Clerk will contact the Clerk at Baxterley Parish Council and get the necessary information.
822
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be at Wood End Village Hall - Wednesday 21st March 2007.
823
Accounts for payment
It was proposed by Councillor I Thomas and seconded by Councillor S Boydell:

RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Clerk’s Salary February





     £519.76

WCC Pool Fees






     £799.50
Carbron Ltd repair of bus shelter (minute 816 Feb 07)

     £175.00
Bank Balances




28th February 2007
Current Account





  £2,922.05
Reserve Account 





  £2,224.47
Capital Reserve Account




£18,140.27
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
