Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 9th May 2007, at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly.

Present:
Councillors: 
I Thomas(Chair), A Jenns, H Phillips, B Moss, M Moss, 
A Lewis, K Giles, C Ayasamy and J Thomas 

Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor J Whitby
888
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors A Lewis, B Moss, M Moss and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Centre.

· Councillor J Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Centre.

· Councillor B Moss declared a personal interest in the Minutes concerning planning applications.  One for a bus shelter in Kingsbury and the other regarding Bodymoor Green Farm, and took no part in the discussions.

889
Minutes

It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor M Moss:

Resolved - That the minutes of the meeting held on 18th April 2007, are approved as a true record.

890
Public Questions  

There were no public questions raised.

891
Bus Shelters/Bus Stops (860)
· Proposed Bus shelter for Kingsbury bus stop – The planning application for the proposed bus shelter on Tamworth Road will go before the Planning and Development Board for a decision on 21st May.  

· Proposed Piccadilly bus shelter –Funding has been given subject to a safety check. The safety assessment has recommended that dropped kerbs should be provided and that visibility for pedestrians crossing with the proposed site is not up to safety standards.  A site meeting was held with Councillor I Thomas, the Safety Engineer from WCC and the Clerk to determine what measures and solutions need to be addressed before the bus stop and shelter will pass the safety assessment.  This was discussed with Councillors and further information will be provided for the next meeting.  
Planning permission for the shelter is awaited from NWBC.
892
Speeding vehicles in Hurley (861)
An investigation into villages without a 30mph speed limit, on class ‘c’ roads, which includes Hurley Common has now started.  It is estimated by WCC that it will take two months to complete all the investigations.  The Clerk will be notified when the results are available.

The Clerk has kept concerned residents informed of the results of the traffic survey and the investigations being carried out on the speed limit.
893
Street Light out (864)
The street light is still out by the play area at Piccadilly.  The Clerk has written to the Manager of the Jewel in the Crown Public House twice now asking that they get the light repaired for safety reasons.  The Clerk will follow this up.

894
Footpath Maps for the Parish (865)
WCC have promised us three copies of the local footpath map for parish use.  Councillor B Moss will follow this up as they have still not been received.
895
County Highways Matters (866)
The following were reported to County Highways:-

· Kerbs outside Co-op and the Red Box, Wood End – County Highways have informed us that the work will be done again and apologise for the delay and workmanship.  The Clerk will find out if a date has been set for the work.

896
Pot holes Mill Crescent Estate (868)
County Highways have temporarily filled the worst pot holes and the road will be surface dressed this summer.  Councillor A Jenns pointed out that the pot hole by Number 6 was quite deep and getting worse and this had not been done.  Councillor B Moss will follow this up with County Highways.
897
Whateley Lane - Heavy Vehicles (870)
WCC are in the process of organising an automatic traffic count on the route to accurately monitor the number of lorry movements on the road.  It was agreed to wait for these results and recommendations from WCC before discussing this again.

898
County Highways Matters (872)
The response from County Highways is as follows:-

· Pot holes on the corner of Queensway/Knowle Hill are causing wheelchair users problems - Cllr Lewis added that the problem was in the gutter, the kerb was too high and had not been filled back in.  WCC will arrange for a fillet of tarmac to be placed against the lower kerb. 
899
Manhole, Brick Kiln Lane (873)
The scheduled work to put a new manhole in opposite number 5 Brick Kiln Lane has still not been completed.  The Clerk has contacted Severn Trent on numerous occasions to check on progress.  The Clerk has been told on 7/5/07 that STWA have raised the job again.

900
Direction Signs from Coventry (875)
A sign is giving confusing information for high vehicles approaching Kingsbury from Coventry.  WCC will look into this and report back. 

901
County Highways Matters Raised (877)
The following will be reported to County Highways:-

· Pavements outside 44 & 46 Hillside, K’bury are in a bad state – The resurfacing of the Hillside footway is imminent.
· Sunken pavement corner of Birchfield Close/Tamworth Road – Nothing hazardous found.
· Wood End bus stop, pole is on the ground – This has been notified to Public Transport some time ago.  WCC suggest the Parish Council also report it.


901
County Highways Matters Raised continued (877)
· Path T64 the footpath sign is down, at the bottom of Wood Street and at the start of the path the kerb is loose – This has been passed onto the officer who deals with Public Rights of Way-Footpaths.
· Drain is sunken on Smith Street – The surround is potholed and a repair will be arranged.
· At the side of number 12 Hurley Common/the entrance to the ‘Black Path’ the kerb stones need replacing – These will be replaced.
· Wakefield Close, Hurley the road is in a poor state – It will be recommended for resurfacing on next year’s programme.
· Grass verge top of Atherstone Lane/Heanley Lane is a disgrace – This will be monitored from a safety aspect, but WCC are unable to carry out any improvements at the moment.
· Pavement is sunk at 1 Holly Drive, Hurley – This will be repaired.
902
Wood End Recreation Ground – Path (878)
The company who installed all the new play equipment has also installed the new path as agreed in the April minutes number 878.  Payment is not required until April 2008
903
NWBC – Leisure and Recreation matters raised (879)
The following were reported to NWBC:-

· The swing seats on the recreation ground, Church Lane, Kingsbury are all damaged and jagged - NWBC have inspected them for us and report that 3 flat swing seats and 2 cradle seats are needed.  A price has been asked for but not received in time for the meeting.  The Clerk to chase up the price from NWBC and also get a price from the company who supplied the swings.
· The mowers are unable to cut the grass on the recreation ground sometimes due to so much litter/cans and bottles – NWBC will try and co-ordinate the teams but a more frequent litter pick may be needed.
· The work on the garden area behind the Village Hall, Hurley has still not been done. – NWBC to organise.  Councillor A Lewis reported that the job was not very satisfactory.  The Clerk to notify NWBC.
904
Kingsbury Water Park (880)
The raised footway has had numerous slabs smashed, near to the church steps.  WCC are aware of this and are looking into a material to replace the existing concrete.

Residents are concerned about the dangerous state of the path on the other side of the river.  WCC have asked the Warden at the Water Park to complete the work to lay some top dressing as soon as he can, but they did not consider it to be in a dangerous state.
905
New lights – Piccadilly (881)
WCC believe the delay in connection is due to the amount of cabling work that is to be completed by Energy Services.  WCC to inform us when any information is received.
906
WCC- Revised Planning Application re Bodymoor Green Farm (882)
Kingsbury Parish Council has objected to the original plans and this revised planning application.  The Clerk will respond to WCC explaining the reasons for this.  Confirmation has been received, that the views of the Parish Council will be taken into account. 
907
Kingsbury and Hurley Church Accounts (885)
The applications for help towards the maintenance of the graveyards at Kingsbury and Hurley churches are discussed in April each year.  The Clerk suggested to Councillors that maybe it would be better if these were asked for in June of each year.  This is due to the amount of invoices needed to be paid in April each year and the fact that the precept is not paid into the account until the end of April.  Also it would give them longer to get the accounts ready to present.  This was unanimously agreed and the Clerk would write to the Church Treasurers.
908
Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following:-

· Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 – to be discussed at the next meeting. 

· Clerks and Councils Direct – May 2007

· A guide to funding opportunities in Warwickshire 

· NWBC Confirmation of address, 1 Woodbridge Park, Hurley

· Halcrow Group Ltd – Tamworth Housing Land Availability Assessment

· Crime Prevention at Kingsbury Water Park

· Changes to Public Payphones

· Official Journal of the National Association of Local Councils

· Induction Training for Clerks and Councillors

· National Council – Report of the Chief Executive

· West Midlands Regional Assembly – Speaking Out Issue 14

· Safer Neighbourhoods Forum Update – April 2007

· Ditch opposite Post Office in Hurley

· Traffic Lights, Piccadilly – overgrown trees

909
Signs to prevent Dog Fouling

Councillor C Ayasamy reported that the signs painted on the paths to remind dog owners to pick up their dog mess were wearing off.  The Clerk would report this to NWBC. 
910
Street Lighting issues

Councillor A Lewis reported that lamp number 41 on Tamworth Road, Wood End was out.  This will be reported to WCC.
911
Damage to cars – Trinity Road

Councillor K Giles reported damage to parked cars on Trinity Road.  The Clerk will report this to the Police.
912
Positive about Young People
Councillor I Thomas reported on a request received from Positive about Young People to use the Kingsbury Recreation Ground for a Summer 2007 Snax n Sports programme.  This would be a Monday session for five weeks during the school holidays running from 12pm to 3pm.   They have done a risk assessment and have the necessary insurance cover.  Councillors agreed unanimously to allow use of the recreation ground for this purpose.
913
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be at Wood End Village Hall, Wood End on Wednesday 20th June 2007.  The Clerk will get more information for the next meeting on possible venues for some Parish meetings in Kingsbury.
914
Accounts for payment
It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor M Moss:

RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs May





  £521.63

Piccadilly Community Centre (room hire)



    £12.00

Bank Balances





  31st May 2007
Current A/c







   £1624.09 
Reserve A/c







£11,038.47
Capital Reserve A/c






£18,199.45

Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
