Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 16th February 2011, at 

Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly.

Present:
Councillors: 
 Chair A Lewis, H Phillips, A Simpson, A Jenns, 
C Ayasamy, I Thomas and J Thomas.
Clerk:
S Humphries

Public: One member of the public

Apologies:
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors M and B Moss, K Carr and J Whitby. 

821
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors H Phillips and A Lewis declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

· Councillors A Lewis declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Warwickshire CAVA Local Management Committee.

· Councillor J Thomas and A Lewis declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillors I and J Thomas declared a personal interest in the Planning Application for Sportsmans Arms, Piccadilly.

822
Public Questions 

A member of the public asked for an update on the issues raised concerning the new play equipment being erected on the recreation ground in Kingsbury.  For further information please see minute 826.

823
Minutes to be Approved
It was proposed by Cllr A Jenns and seconded by Cllr I Thomas and agreed:

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 19th January 2011 are approved as a true record.  

824
Kingsbury Swimming Pool (800)
A report on the progress made by the Steering Group was considered at the Cabinet meeting of Warwickshire County Council in February.  The Cabinet unanimously voted to fund it for a maximum of a further 6 months to enable ongoing negotiations to continue with the body interested in taking over the pool.  However, if the transfer is not completed in the six months then formal closure proceedings will have to commence in September.
825
Steps and footway into the Water Park (780)
WCC have asked for further evidence of the mud on the steps as their reports showed that the problem was now much improved.  If necessary they will then ask some volunteers to clear this and any overgrown vegetation along the steps.  WCC will also get a price for raising the low hand rail so that it is on the records for the future, as at the present time with the proposed budget cuts, non essential work has to be prioritised.
826
Proposed New Play Equipment-Recreation Ground, K’bury (802)

There have been concerns received from local residents that some of the equipment is too high and too close to the graveyard.  We have had a site meeting with the contractors to discuss the height issues, proximity to the graveyard and houses, and any other issues raised.  This has been discussed at length by Councillors, and HAGs will modify the tower unit and zip wire, so that they do not exceed the height of 4 metres.  These will then comply with any planning guidelines.  The proximity of the log swing to the fence is well within the guidelines as the actual swinging part is well inside the frame area.  Concerns that this may be climbed and gain views into gardens was agreed to be monitored to see if any further action was needed.

The Parish Council did agree to move the football kick about pad to a more central position to keep it well away from the graveyard as the original place that was marked out was considered to close after further discussions.  There was to be a further cost to do this and the Clerk was asked to clarify the legal situation before we agree to the costs. 

The Clerk will write to the residents who are concerned about height and privacy and ask that they monitor the situation for a period of six months when the play ground becomes open, to see if their concerns are found to be a problem.  If they are then there are measures such as planting that could be considered as we want the new play area to be a success and a well used facility for Kingsbury, but we do not want to cause any distress in the process.

827
Piccadilly Play Area – gap by the ‘kissing gate’ (803) 

This is still a matter that NWBC are looking into.  

828
Quality Parish Status-QPS (805)
It was decided to discuss the Quality Parish Status more fully at the next meeting.  It was felt that a newsletter would still be a good idea, but four newsletters a year which the QPS requires would be a lot of work.
829
Marking of road and speed humps in Wood End and Hurley (806)

WCC are aware of the areas that still need to be completed. 

830
Continuing Problems with  HGV vehicles through Whateley (807)

The new sign, which shows a road narrows sign above a lorry crossed through saying not suitable for HGVs, is now ordered and awaiting fitting, hopefully in the next few weeks.  

831
Litter Bin for Tamworth Road (808) 

We are now awaiting delivery and fitting of the litter bin.  NWBC have agreed to take over the maintenance and emptying of the bin for us and we have consulted them regarding the best place for it to be sited.  County Highways have stated that they have no objections to this.

832
Councillors Parish Matters raised September 2010 (809)

State of access road to Bottom Lock Cottages, Bodymoor Heath – logged as reference 267810 at County Highways.  Highways have reported that this is not adopted and therefore the responsibility of the land owner.  The parish council can do nothing further unless any more information is received that may require our help.
833
Request for a Pelican Crossing Kingsbury (810)

Request for a pelican crossing on Coventry Road by Mill Crescent, Kingsbury – The need for a crossing has to be assessed by WCC initially using various criteria and there are very limited funds which are not available until next financial year.  We must now wait for any further information from WCC.

834
Councillors Parish Matters raised October 2010 (811)

The following responses/updates have been received from the relevant authorities:

· Lamp 9 out Hurley – WCC are waiting for E-ON for the connection of this lamp.

· Missing Lamp Edge Hill and light on telegraph pole, Tamworth Road, Wood End not done – This pole bracket will be ordered and then E-ON will need to fit it.
835
Request for seat for Jubilee Ct bus shelter, K’bury (812)
We are now waiting for the order to be processed and then fitted.

836
Planning Applications discussed
Sportsmans Arms, Perryman Drive, Piccadilly – Demolition of public house and re-development consisting of 19 no: 2/3 bedroom dwellings with associated car parking.   The parish council sent objections and concerns regarding this planning application because it was breaking the building line of Piccadilly village and will therefore be using green belt land.  Also the access via Perryman Drive was inadequate.  A further application was received with a change of access but there were still concerns so a further objection/observation statement was sent from the Parish Council.  We have since heard from NWBC that the application has now been postponed to enable a site visit and further consultation.
Kerrycroft, Kingsbury - Change of use to a Nursery.  We are not objecting to the change of use, but observations/concerns were sent to NWBC regarding the extra traffic that this would generate for Kingsbury Hall Drive and the safety of pedestrians.  The drive is a narrow track that does not allow cars to pass side by side and it is not adopted road.  
837
Councillors Parish Matters raised January 2010

The following responses/updates have been received from the relevant authorities:

· Can Piccadilly Crescent be gritted in bad weather? – WCC have reviewed the site taking into account the criteria they have to work from.  They are unable to include this within their primary routes, but they have put it on their secondary routes list for inclusion in prolonged periods of severe weather.
· Northtalk not delivered to some houses in Kingsbury – NWBC have noted this for the next issue which is likely to be the summer one.
· Zebra/Pelican crossing request for Trinity Road – This has been requested but refer to Minute 833 for the procedure.
· Bus companies not putting all customers through the ticket machines – Letters have been sent to Arriva and Stagecoach with concerns that the total number of passengers are not being recorded accurately. A letter was in the Tamworth Herald also commenting on this.  A response is awaited.
· Post over at Pit Hill, Piccadilly – This has been repaired.
837
Councillors Parish Matters raised January 2010 continued (817)

· Drain needing cleaning Trinity Road – The jetter has been used to trace any blockages. 
· Deep pothole Pear Tree Avenue – This has been filled in.
· Speed Sign not working, Kingsbury– This has been reported.
· Dog mess by co-op store, Kingbury – The Dog Warden spoke to the Clerk and offered some options/measures that could be taken to help prevent this.  It has been cleaned up and the Clerk will report back to the Warden.
· Parents driving into Kingsbury School too fast – There is a 5mph sign and speed humps on the drive and parents are regularly reminded to drop off their children in the village.  If the problem becomes a significant one then perhaps speed monitoring may be an option.
838
Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following items of correspondence at the meeting.  If any further information is required please contact the Clerk (details on the website):-
· NALC Parliamentary Briefing-Localism Bill and e-bulletin (copied to Cllrs)
· WALC Newsletter January 2011 (copied to all Councillors)
· NWBC New commercial address – The Granary, Granary Place, Kingsbury

· WALC Nominations for attendance at a Royal Garden Party 19/7/11

· WALC One day briefing seminar “At the Heart of the Community” 5/3/11

· WRCC Warwickshire’s Community Awards 2011 (see website)
· NWBC Change of property address former The Bungalow Edge Hill, Wood End to Oak House, Edge Hill, Wood End.
· The Parish Council Insurance is due at the end of March and the Clerk explained the quote received.  A new price to include the new play equipment being installed on the recreation ground will be requested.
· Wood End Bus Shelter has been painted by Kingsbury School pupils and local PCSOs as a community project.
839
Review of Effectiveness of Audit (818)
A letter has been sent to the Internal Auditor for him to sign.  This will be his acceptance to audit the 2010/2011 accounts for us.  A reply is awaited.
840
Requests for help with funding 
The following requests for help with funding were considered by Councillors:-

· Wood End Tigers Junior Football Club – Request to help towards new all weather jackets for the squad.  The parish logo was discussed and agreed that this should not be put on the jackets.  £250.00 was proposed by Councillor I Thomas and seconded by Councillor A Lewis and agreed. 
· Hurley Village Hall roof repairs – Extra costs for roof repairs have come to light during the refurbishment of the village hall and the Community Association have asked the Parish Council as trustees if they can help with some of the extra cost.  £800.00 was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor I Thomas and agreed.
· North Warwickshire Arts – Request to help with cost of running the bi-annual Arts Festival to be held on 7th October 2011. £200.00 was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor A Jenns and agreed.
840
Requests for help with funding continued
RESOLVED: That the agreed amounts be paid to Wood End Tigers JFC £250, Hurley Community Association £800 and North Warks Arts £200.
It was also agreed that in future any requests for funding should have the relevant accounts and costs included so that an informed decision can be made.  Notification of any help from the Parish Council should also be put into any statements/reports to acknowledge our support.
841
Grounds Maintenance Services for 2011/2012

The costs for services for 2011/2012 have been received from NWBC.  It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and agreed by all that the Clerk would compare the prices to last year and as long as there are no significant changes in costs that they be accepted.  The Clerk will report back to the next meeting when the quote can be formally agreed.
842
KPC Bank Accounts - proposed change to Reserve Account

The Clerk reported that one of the Council’s bank accounts had been changed by the bank to a Reserve Account.  We already hold a Reserve Account and the Clerk had prepared a letter to be signed by the required signatories to ask the bank to merge the money into one Reserve Account.  This was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor J Thomas and agreed.
RESOLVED: That a letter be sent to the bank to merge the two Reserve Accounts held by the Parish Council into one account.
843
Councillors Parish Matters raised February 2011

The following items were reported to the relevant authorities:

· Mud on road by EMR recycling and traffic queues – Cllr J Thomas
· Large pothole on Knowle Hill – Cllr A Simpson

· Water leak junction Boulters Lane/Tamworth Road – Cllr A Lewis

· Mud on road A4097 adjacent Marston Fields Farm – Cllr I Thomas

· Litter pick needed from Wood End to Piccadilly on Trinity Road – Cllr I Thomas

· Path needs cleaning by Piccadilly Community Centre – Cllr I Thomas
· Lights out Piccadilly Way – Cllr I Thomas

· Lamp 41 out Whateley Villas – Cllr A Lewis

· No 5 lamp out on Telegraph pole by 121 Tamworth Rd W End – Cllr A Lewis

· New lamp Glenville Avenue not connected yet – Cllr A Lewis

· VAS speed sign not working Kingsbury from the Mill Island – Cllr J Thomas

844
Patients Participation Group Conference 17th June 2011

Councillor C Ayasamy informed Councillors of a PPG Conference on 17th June regarding changes in the National Health Service.  More information will be sent out to local bodies/agencies at a later date but if you require any further information please contact J Thomas on 01827 874004.
845
Proposed cuts for Rural Bus Services.  
Councillors are concerned about proposed cuts and these be discussed at the next meeting when more information will be available.
846
Proposed closure of Libraries including Kingsbury Library.  
This news is also a concern to Councillors.  A small group of residents and Councillors are organising a public meeting to establish how much support there is in the community and to discuss what can be done to try and save the library.  A letter of support has been received from the local MP.  More information will be available at the next meeting.
847
Next Meeting Date

This will be Wednesday, 16th March 2011. at Wood End Village Hall, Wood End.  
Councillor A Simpson to look into available dates for using Hurley Village Hall during the year.
848
Accounts for payment 

It was proposed by Councillor A Jenns and seconded by Councillor I Thomas: 
RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Hire of Piccadilly Community Centre




£16.00

Administration Costs February





£703.61
Warks Local History Society – Membership 2011(all agreed to continue)
£15.00
North Warwickshire Arts (minute 813)




£200.00

Wood End Tigers (minute 813)





£250.00

Hurley Community Association (minute 813)



£800.00

Bank Balances 





      28th February 2011
Current A/c








£1,899.55
Reserve A/c








£29,685.94
Capital Reserve A/c







£10,117.11
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
